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280 pgs. $16.95

The tale has been told before, but
“The Great Texas Airship Mystery”’
is a fascinating recapitulation of the
way things were in Texas during the
months (Nov., 1896-May, 1987)
when all ms ascinated by
the ‘‘mystery airships’’ being
reported in various parts of the
United States.

I emphasize ““in Texas,”’ because,
as Texas historian Chariton found
when he began delving into his
state’s airship reports, Texas was uni-
quely different from other states
whose citizens were also reporting the
airship.

As is generally known, the ‘‘air-
ship mystery’’ began in California
when, W, hundreds of
people in Sacramento swore they had
seen a mysterious light sailing
through the night skies. Within days,
more reports came in and news-
papers throughout the U.S. were car-
rying ‘‘airship’’ reports.

Except in Texas.

For some peculiar reason—and
Chariton, for all his research, is not
sure why—virtually all Texas papers,
aside from one or two that carried
extremely brief accounts of the initial
Sacramento sighting, paid no atten-
tion to airship sightings until A0l

2.1 when ‘‘two men in Ennis,
Texas saw a strange flying object
paseT! front of the moon.”

““The mysterious airship,”’ writes
Chariton, ‘“‘had arrived in Texas. It

hirty days and was
supposedly Q%E Eunéreds,
perhaps 'gW%llgs*ms.” In-
deed, reports Chariton, so many peo-
ple craned their necks looking up
that doctors reported having to treat
a new affliction called ‘airship

neck.””’ [Has anyone heard, in this
modern age, of ‘‘UFO neck’’?]

And what were people seeing?
Like its flying counterparts elsewhere
in the U.S., the Texas airships were
variously described:

Size—varied from 25 to 200 feet
long. Thickness or diameter up to 50
feet.
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vSTape—Usually, though not

always, described as ‘‘like a Mexican
cigar,”” which meant, unlike today’s
almost uniformly cylindrical cigars, a
fat midsection tapered at both ends.
But ‘“boat-shaped’’ bodies were also
mentioned as were bird-like shapes,
which brings us to . . .

Wings—One or two per side,
usm ribbed ‘‘bat-like’’ shape
was described. Some wings flapped,
others were rigid.

Propulsion—Some witnesses, hav-

reported the motive power as
“steam,’’ ‘‘highlv condensed elec-
tricl Y n, Or -

ressed gases.”” The gases were said
to be derived from “‘splitting”” water

into its constituent parts and ‘‘burn-
ing’’ the oxygen.

Gondolas and other hanging ap-
pendages were sometimes reported.
These were variously described as
‘“‘boat shaped” or like a bicycle
frame without wheels.

Qt_reWS~va
W!though some
witnesses who heard voices from
aloft as airships saled by reported
“‘unknown tongues’’ and, in one in-
B o e

Where were they from? One

group claimed descent from legen-
i ish tribes, an

said they had settled in ‘‘North Pole
Langd” while Others more prosalcally
said they were from small towns in

ious states incRrHwe®Towa and
New York. Witnesses speculated on
more distant lands—the moon or
Mars. —
*=But of course no one really knew.
No inventor ever appeared to clai?
credif and to demonstrate his airship,
and none of those who claimed close
encounters had cameras to record
what they said they saw. (There
were, of course, numerous drawings
made from eyewitness accounts, and
Chariton has included many taken
directly from newspapers of the day.)

So what can we conclude from all
this? Chariton, after ‘‘thousands of
hours of research’’ into microfilm
files of all surviving newspapers of
the time, plus checking the existence
of witnesses by reviewing tax records

nd local histories, says simply
I

“‘there is no definit that
will be univer: ed,”” and
ear 1 have {0 agree.

But Chariton does leave us with

room to speculate. Like any good
folklorist, he can (and does) provide
reason not to completely discount all
those reports from so many folks in
so many parts of Texas. He even
holds out a tiny (though largely
tongue-in-cheek) hope that the
famous Aurora airship crash—you
remember, the airship that crashed
into Judge Proctor’s windlass (er-
roneously identified as a windmill in
most accounts) and whose dead pilot
was identified as a ‘“Martian’’ and
buried in the local cemetery——;n_i&ht

W-
ndeed, he says, e plans to be in

Aurora at dawn on April 17, 1997,
just in case ‘‘some alien creature will
return looking for a long-lost father
or grandfather who came to earth so
many years ago and never returned.
If you care to join me,”’ he says,
“‘bring your camera, bioculars,
something to sit on, and doughnuts.
I’ll supply the Dr. Pepper.”

In sum, then, The Great Texas
Airship Mystery is a fascinating and
detailed examination of the days
when America’s citizens, if not her
inventors and engineers, were ready
for the advent of heavier-than-air
flight (to say nothing of possible
Martian visitors!). No serious student
of either folklore or UFOs should be
without this book. —George W.
Earley
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rperson expenences available to
lovers of ghostly lore is that the
sites are available for visiting. The
< 22 ghosts described in the Lincoln
guide may poss1hl¥.hwtnessed
While credible for ghost stories,
the book suffers from sloppy edit-
ing and presentatlon. Still, the large
typeface is easy to read, and the
end is reached perhaps too quickly.
The Complete Roadside Guide
to Nebraska is a thorough atlas of
unusual events that have occurred

- during the entire history of Nebras- .

ka, and include early W
in the town of Max in ]884,and in
1897 in Omaha and Vale. At least

ten municipalities have been yisited

by “elli 'cal hovering, glowing ob-
prommately

Many other accounts of UFO
sightings are scattered throughout
the book, including one by Air
Force Major Paul Duich, at Offutt
Air Force Base Strateglc Air Com-
mand headquarters in 1958 {on pg.
15). He describes a vapor trail that
changed colors and metamorphosed
into a cigar shape—with 25 wit-
nesses, including officers and civil-
ians. A colonel was able to take

~ photographs since the object re-
mained in the sky for 10 minutes,
but they were never seen by other
witnesses. '

If you travel in Nebraska, your
trip would be made more interest-
ing by bringing copies of these

" books with you.— Les Stern

JUOL UL UL LLLE. 111V MUUL 1dd utell
opened here, and time will tell what
happens next.
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(Continued from Page Two)
back in 1970, according to Gordon
Creighton’s letter to Flying Saucer
Review in that year’s Sept. — Oct. issue.
By publishing it now, however, Stanford
was able to include a chapter on the
activities and methods of his Project
Starlight lnternatxoml which s

staring

Alma Daniels, Timothy Wyllie and

" Andrew Ramer, Ballantine, NY,

Softcover, 1992, 358 pgs.,
$10.00
The Angels Within Us

~ John Randolph Price, Fawcett

Columbine, NY, Softcover, 1993,
336 pgs., $11.00
A Book of Angels
Sophy Burnham, Ballantine, Soft-
cover, 1990, 295 pgs., $10.00
Angel Letters
Sophy Burnham, Ballantine, Hard-
cover, 1991, 140 pgs., $15.00
Numerous similar books offer
angel lore and true stories about
encounters with angels. If you have
to chose one, pick Ask Your Angels.
It is full of information about the
.angel kingdom, much of which is
* drawn from the personal experi-
ences of the authors.
The book is geared to people

- seeking to establish rapport with

angels The authors have had ample
expenence conducting private and
group sessions toward those goals,
and present their own life experi-
ences—painful, transformative,
and joyful—with candor. They ex-
plain clearly how they work with
angels, and provide specific, usable
techniques for others to do likewise.

Ask Your Angels is a great hand-
book for anyone seeking higher
paths to spiritual development.
The authors provide numerous op-
tions, so that readers can find what
suits them best—working with an-
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disappeared after moving parallel to
Status Creek and US 97. Ranch hands
and visitors at a cattle ranch along US 97
have often observes similar lights in this
area about the same time each nighf.

The area encompassed by the Yakima
Indian_Reservation is certainly noted for
mysterious and puzzling occurrences. It
has been the location of previous
unexplained night lights, humanoid
sightings, and auto light malfunctions. All
of the above mentioned sightings appear
to have occurred within the boundaries of
the reservation. Therefore, it is unlikely
that they can be ascribed to activities
originating in two important adjacent
areas to the east. These are the US

AFKOI ‘bsc' 7

Ghe 1890s “Flap”

Military Reservation Firing Range and the *
Hanford Works of the U.S. A.EC. -
Reservation. Sightings of UFQ’s often
have been recorded in_the vicinity of
Atomic Energy Commission installations.
However, it cannot be ascertained at this
time whether this is a factor in these
latest sightings. Moreover, this is not the
first time there has been a wave of UFO
sightings on an Indian Reservation.

m—

By Jerry Mathers

{Cont’d from the Nov. Issue)

Next reports come from almost a
thousand miles west in central Nebraska
around Hastings. The Feb. 10 Juniata
Herald said the craft floated about 500
feet up ““and after standing nearly still for
about 30 minutes it began to circle about,
then took a northerly direction for about
two miles, after which it returned to its
starting place and sank into oblivion.”

A few days later the airship was
“standing still”” several miles west of
Hastings. At first, the Herald said, people
thought it to be a star but after careful
observation decided that the color of the
light showed it to be “artificial.” “It
certainly must be illuminated by a
powerful electric dynamo, for the light
sent forth by it is wonderful.”

On Feb. 17 the Herald reported
“without joking’ a very large light in the
sky that “‘seems to be like an electric arc
light with a glass dome over it, and
floated high in the air, then sideways for
a distance, then drop, then disappear and
reappear some distance away.”

Two hundred miles southwest of
Hastings in the extreme corner of
Nebraska near the village of Haigler the
airship put en a_nightly show for about
two weeks.

Edna Campbell, 15, walking home
from a ruyal schoolhouse, was astonished
by a brilliant light that appeared about a
mile away. The light darted forward,
stopped, then darted forward again.
Several times it circled at high rates of
speed.

Edna and her family watched the show
between 9 and 10 every night for two
weeks: sometimes as many as six circuits,
sometimes within a quarter mile.

Sightings were also reported at Cripple
Creek, Colo., which might have been the
ame ship. But about the same time other
ports were coming in from as far as
ashington, D.C.

On Feb. 25 at Wymore in southern
Nebraska about 100 persons saw the
phenomenon. ‘““As it approached us the
light became so brilliant it dazzled our
eyes,” said one witness.

(See “Flap”’ — Page Six)
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“'Flap”

{Continued from Page Five)

Throughout February and March
sightings came from “reputable citizens”
in Omaha, York, North Platte, Beatrice,
Falls City and Kearney. It was as though
the object was surveying the south half of
Nebraska, an area of 35,000 square miles.

On March 28 the object decided to
visit Kansas for a change, naturally
picking the capital, Topeka. About 200

eople saw it from the steps of the
apitol. Some people hustled off to
cellars, fearing the world was coming to
an end. Residents of northeast Kansas
towns of Atchison, Hiawatha, Holton and
Belleville observed the airship about the
same time.

The next night a ship was reported at
Omaha, 160 miles north. And the night
following this, the ship (or was it the
Cripple Creek craft?) visited Denver, 480
miles southwest of Omaha.

On Aprii § at 9 p.m. the ship
reappeared in Omaha ‘“causing a
sensation.” The motorman and conductor
of a streetcar watched the ship hover
some 600 feet up. They described the
object as about 90 feet long and
cigar-shaped, with wings fore and aft. At
the front end was a bright light, at the
rear a red light.

For a few seconds the thing almost
stopped. Then it sped wup and
disappeared.

Other people saw it. Said the Omaha
Bee: “All descriptions tally in regard to
lights, for all who were fortunate enough
to get a glimpse of the thing which is
causing so much conjecture, state that it
carried two of them, and that they were
red and white.”

Initiation ceremonies at the Knights of
Ak-Sar-Ben, the most prominent of
Omaha community clubs, had a special
added attraction that night. Reported the
Morning World-Herald, April 6:

“About 50 members of the Knights of
Ak-Sar-Ben were treated to the sight of
the airship last evening, the sight being
observed twice, and each time for space
from five to eight minutes.

“About nine o’clock, while the
initiation was in progress, the attention of
the members was attracted by a bright
light flashing past the west windows of
the den. They immediately sprang up to
the window and saw a luminary appearing
at least 18 inches in diameter, the
reflection from which passed along what
appeared to be a steel body, the length of
which could only be estimated at from 12
to 30 feet.

“The object was about three-quarters
of a mile high and a little over a mile west
of the den. A stampede was at once made
for the south entrance, when the course
of the ship was watched for some five or
six minutes. Its course was due south

A -~ ;
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until it reached, so near as could be
judged, about the southern limits of
South Omaha, the distance from the den
being covered in about three minutes.”
(That’s about five miles.)

The World-Herald continues: “It then
described a semicircle to the east,
following that direction for about a mile,
when it turned against the northeast wind
and traveled in that direction about half a
mile. It then turned east, after some
vacillations, and was lost behind a bank
of clouds.

“After the initiation, while waiting for
the cars, they saw the ship again.”

Two days later the paper said “‘g_
thousand people in Omaha, more or less,
Rhave seen the airship, or rather the lights
attached to the  airship.”  The
World-Herald then quoted Father Rigge,

rofessor of astronomy at Creighton
College (now University) as saying:

‘I am satisfied in my own mind that
the alleged ship seen about a month ago
was the planet Venus. .. The last airship
was undoubtedly a balloon which some
wag had sent up to enjoy the fun!”

Sound familiar to  present-day
“scientific explanations”? A Venus 90
feet long with lights on each end which
made circles, stopped and started, and
could go in any direction certainly should
have brought the good astronomer out at
night with his telescope.

The World-Herald reported many
prominent men saw the airship and no
doubt they had their private opinion of
scientists after that remarkable statement
that completely ignored the observations.

The airship headed east apparently. On
April 8 it was seen at Cedar Rapids, la.,
250 miles from Omaha, at 9 p.m. At 10
p.m. the same night a ship was spotted at
Northwood, la., near the Minnesota line
about 150 miles northwest of Cedar
Rapids.

On April 10-11 an airship was reported
at various towns in  eastern
Iowa — Ottumwa at 7:25 p.m. April 10,
Eldon at 7:40 15 miles away; and also
Reinbeck, Shell, and Waterloo.

It is possible this same ship visited

.Kansas City and Chicago. It was seen by

many around Kansas City April | pausing
to shoot down a brilliant white
searchlight beam. Kansas City is 500
miles east of Denver and 200 south of
Omaha where it had been seen previous
nights.

The Chicago sighting was on the night
of April 9 from 8 p.m. until 2 the next
morning. Said the New York Herald:
“Thousands of amazed persons declared
that the lights seen in the northwest were
those of an airship, or some floating
object, miles above the earth...Some
declared that they could distinguish two
cigar-shaped objects and great wings.”

Two giant searchlights were also
mentioned by Chicago witnesses.

Anyway, the ship or ships were back
in Nebraska April 12. The sighting

was — ¢Qj lly? —at  Ashland,
which in 1967 was the site of the
sensational Patrolman Schirmer contactee
case; The description in the Ashland
Gazette of Ag¢«i¥ 16 reported what a lady
saw the previous Sunday night:

“Someth®® q® small . . . about the
size of an ordinary room. It appeared not
far from the ground and was hovering
over the western part of town. Its flight
was rapid and twice it moved to the
north, twice it flashed its brilliant light
and shot beyond its range of vision.”

The night after, the ship was observed
at Deadwood, S.D., 450 northwest of
Ashland and at Harrison, Neb., 130 miles
south of Deadwood. The “airship of
gigantic dimensions’’ was seen by lawyers,
jurors and witnesses who were attending
the spring term of district court.

The Omaha World-Herald said that
when discovered, it was ‘‘sailing in a
southeasterly direction at what seemed to
be an extraordinary speed when
suddenly, to the astonishment of all, it
seemed to slacken its speed and careen
around in a circle, and then came to a
stop and hung motionless as if suspended
by a rope for several minutes.”

Witnesses said the ship had different
colored lights which alternated from
white to red, blue and green. Then
extremely bright lights shot from either
side of the craft and it left.

The same or another ship was spotted
“dangerously close” to the Missouri River
at Decatur, Neb., which is 400 miles east
of Harrison, the same night. It was the
second sighting at Decatur.

The following night, April 14, the
airship was seen at Plainview, Neb., 80
miles west of Decatur, and also at Red
Cloud and Oak, Neb., 160 miles south of
Plainview. And sightings came from 140
miles north of Plainview at Canton and

-Woonsocket, S.D.

The Plainview sighting was described thus
in the Omaha World-Herald: “Sioux City,
la. — Station agent Murphy of the Pacific
Skort Line Railroad wired today from
Plainview, Neb., to his superior, Train
Dispatcher Jackson of this place, that the
afship passed over that place at 9 o’clock
last night. It was in view five minutes,
bore two lights and looked like an
immense cigar. The whole town turned
out to view the phenomenon.”

The ensuing night reports came from
Columbus, Silver Creek and Clarks in
east-central Nebraska, and from
Underwood, Ia., just east of Omaha and
90 miles east of Columbus.

The next night reports came from
Villisca, la., 70 miles southeast of
Underwood, and from Clay Center, Neb.
180 miles southwest of Columbus and
275 miles west of the Villisca sighting.

* ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ *
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; Sahree ‘‘men in black’’, though eveny
¢ these descriptions are corrupted b

such probable fictions as ‘‘their eyeg
shone like tiny flashlight bulbs’’}

Two objections can be raised toN

Bender’s tale, First, the whole tenor
of his experience is different than
that related in your earlier book, In
your book, there is an undercurrent
of almost psychic fear that cannot be
justified by anything in Bender’s
book. Secondly, assuming Bender’s
recent story to be true, the ‘‘bad
slip’’ he claims he made in the in-
terview recorded in your book would
be very easily located. Clearly, that
discovery which held Bender infear
still holds him so, and you couldnot
drag the true story out of him with
a Sherman tank! Bender was prob-
ably ordered to write the book by the
same people who keep him sworn to
silence.

I think 1 know Bender’s secret.
Roughly speaking, he discoveredthe
following:

That for several thousand years
(at least) this solar system has been
vigited by interstellar and even in-
tergallactic civilizations.

That since circa 1897 this planet
has been under sporadic observation
by beings from another star, this

bservation being in three waves -
the |897.-flap’’, a small “‘task-
force” {rom. L1898 until 1943, andthe
main visitation gince 1944,

That this visitation is by acivili-

zation between two or three hundred
- years in advance of our own probably
from the Eridani system.

That these visitors are hu-
manoid, apparently olive-skinned,
in the main very slightly shorter
than Earth average,

That among these visitors are a
good many ‘‘midgets’’, of much the
type usually seen on Earth; theyare
expert ‘‘technicians’’, who because
of their size are valued as space-
voyages - that is, they can easily
service the engines of the ‘‘sau-
cers’’, They are often employed by
terrestrial aircraft companies for
just this purpose, These little men
are often pilots of very small scout-
craft,

That for the past twenty years
Earth has been at war with the flying
saucers, While the weapons of the
spacecrafts are far in advance of
anything on Earth, we are winning
the war because of the tremen-
dously-long supply-lines of the

sSs

enemy.

Bender’s visitors were CIA men,
who forbade him to reveal what he
knew, The visitors were (and are)
afraid of public panic if people
learned that their planet was under
attack by people from outer space.
The CIA agents warned Bender that
if he “‘left the cat out of the bag"
that he would go to jail for a very,
very long time. If the visitors had
been spacemen, they would simply
have killed Bender, or spirited him
away, perhaps to the home planet.

The space-people have a sub-
yersive spy-system on Earth with
agents in various governmental and
social circles. The whole thing much
resembles the television program,
THE INVADERS, whichgayvbea ClA
‘‘leak’’ to ‘“‘prepare’’ the public for
a future announcement that Earth
really is ‘‘at war with the flying
saucers’’|,

Sincerely
Name Withheld

INTERCEPTED LETTER

Mr. Riley Crabb, Dir.
Borderland S¢iffices

Research Associates
P.O. Box 548

Vista, California

Dear Mr. Crabb:

Shortly before t‘llg\_CE)lorado UFQ
flap, and almost immediatély after
the Alamosa incident (Snippy the
pony’s death, attributed to a UFO),
several strange incidents occurred
in LLas Vegas.

During the weekend of geptembex,
LZ»’ 1967, a UFO with the same mag-
nitude™as Venus appeared in the
West. It moved from the West and
traversed Northeast, moving ap-

Canada’s own flying saucer magazine

saucers, space & science

Now in its 11th year of publication

PHOTOGRAPHS - ILLUSTRATIONS - SPECIAL FEATURES
Printed entirely by photo-offset. lssued quarterly.
$2.00 per year or $3.75 for 2 years.

Make cheques, P.O. Money Orders payable to:
gene duplantier, (dept.B), 17 shetland st.,
willowdale, ontario, canada

Sample copy 60¢

proximately 3-5Sdegrees per second.
The object was an intense electric
blue and there was a fuzzy haze
around it. Although the intensity of
its light made it difficult to deter-
mine its actual shape, it did seem
to be disc-shaped. It cast a bright
reflection on shiny objects on the
ground, as well as on a thin layer
of clouds overhead. Later that even-
ing I noted a strong odor of burned
plastic, along with the stenchofiron
sulfide.

On the Wednesday following this
incident, a. more controversial
sighting, made by close to a hundred
of my fellow classmen as well as
some townspeople, occurred, At a-
bout 10:30p.m. Mountain Time a for-
mation of dim-lighted objects passed
from Northeast to West of Las
Vegas. The speed of these objects
surpassed the calculated speed of
any migrating fowl. They were cir-
cular, at anapproximate elevation of
2,000 to 3,000 feet above the city,
this calculation being made by refer-
ring to the relative positions of the
UFOs andthe scattered cloud layers.
The objects were visible at times
when below the lowest cloud layer
and beyond visibility when above
the clouds. The cloud elevations
were tabulated in geology lab the
following day, based on weather re-
ports for the evening.

I might add that there is little
aircraft regularly over the imme-
diate city, except for some commer -
cial flights and some minor activity
from Air Force bases inColorado,

I call the latter a ‘'contro-
versial’’ sighting, because some fel -
low students and I received threats
as a result of it. The next day a
friend phoned me and reported he
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Airship drawing from 1897.

by J. Allan Danelek

any people regard the Kenneth

Arnold sighting of several fly-
ing disks over Mount Rainier

in 1947 to be the official start s
| curious incident (or series of incidents, as

. the sightings lasted several months), it all

Actually, it all started earlier than that—al- | started on the evening of November 1,

1206, when a bright light appeared through

most 50 years earlier, in fact—with the air- |

of the modern age of ufology,
but that would be incorrect.

ship flap of 1896-97, which to this day

remains

For those

o~

the dark rainclouds over Sacramento, Cal-
ifornia, and slowly made its way westward
over the capitol building, only to disap-
pear once again into the night leaving hup-
gaadg of the cities’ residents wondering
what they had just witnessed. It was de-
scribed by various witnesses as “cigar
shaped”and reportedly sported ove@
ropellers and rudders on its undercar-
riage, all visible due to its low altitude and
slow progress. Among those who saw the
vessel was an assistant to the Secretary of
State, who, along with several friends,
watched the vessel for several minutes
the capitol dogge. One person even de-
mg wheels at jts side “&
the side wheels on Fulton’s 0 t”
he mys eCt was seen over

Sacramento again five dagglater, this time
withessed bz&’imﬂﬁnds a“o*, includ-
ing the city’s deputy sheriff and a district
attorney. Most agreed it was a cigar-shaped
object of some size and that it moved slowly
but methodically over the city before dis-
appearing to the southwest. It supposedly
appeared later that evening over San Fran-
cisco, some 90 miles away, where it w:

by hundreds of people and reportedly
CruisedOver the ﬂaa#;( )cean, flashing its |

spotlight toward the Cliff House, one of

San Francisco’s most famous landmarks.
The area papers quickly caught “airship

fever” and began reporting the mysterious

vessel appearing elsewhere over Califorpia

and as far north as Washinaon State and
Canada. The sightings, however, abated by
the end of De and nothing more

was seen of the mysterious “airship” for

nearly two months. When it reappeared, it
showed up T3 from California, this time
over Hastings, Nebraska, on the evening of
February 2, 1897. Soon it was spotted
mﬁdwest, from Texas to
Iowa and from Kansas to Missouri. It even
supposedly appeared over Chicago on
the evening of April 11, where a photograph
was reportedly taken (the first UFO
on record, if authentic) and four days later
oyer Kalamazoo, where it grashed and
, according to one local paper.
Though reports continued after that, they
soon diminished until by summer the air-
ship flap of 1896-97 was over and the world
was left with one more mystery to ponder.

Unanswered Questions
To this day, no one is certain what this
object (or objects) might have been. De-

bunkers maintain it was all the productgf
zellow l’ournalism——the tendency of news-
papers to invent stories in an effort to
increase sales—mixed with mass hysteria
in which people imagined any light in the
sky (sometimes speculated to having been

| an unusually bright Venus) to be the rogue

airship. Today many in the UFO commu-
nity, noting that UFOs are sometimes de-
scribed as being cigar-shaped, have de-

| cided that these were earlx appearances

by extraterrestrials, designed perhaps to
test our level of sophistication (and ap-
parently deciding we weren’t ready for
them yet.) Both explanations, however,
leave us with more questions than an-
swers.

The hoax/mass hysteria theory, for ex-
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ample, fails to account for the initial sight-
ings over California; newspapers didn’t re-
port on the object until after it had been

~ seen by supposedly thousands of witnessg.
while the mass hysteria theory fails to ex-

plain how such a thing can occur in a gen-
erally geographic straight line (moving
from California through Nebraska and
Iowa and finishing in Michigan.)

Even if we assume that the majority of
repgpigyvere s urioys or mistaken, 1t 15 cu-
rious how mass Eysteria is capable of gf-
fecti eople along g partic ath.
Further, it is uncertain how many Midwest-
erners would have been aware of the ear-

lier California sightings and so be inclined
to imagine that the mysterious airship was

with national headlines and stories of local
interest.

Media coverage of the sightings tended
to follow the appearances, M

)

them as would be expected if the media
was simply priming the country for more
stories. Finally, the modern theory of ex-
traterrestrials also seems unlikely, especially
in view of the descriptions given by many

witnesses that described Erogelﬁs, wings,
-—

rudders; and undercarriages on the ves-
sel—all appenAages :gﬂtely to be seen on
an interplanetary vehicle.

So what was the thing that crossed

the countryside that winter of 1896-97
to cause such a stir?
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the vehicle neither imaginary nor extra-
terrestrial, but evidence of cutting-edge

technology. They saw it as a very man-
made maghige being put througﬁ its paces

y some intrepid igygtor intent on bring-
MMM to humanity.
They thought it was a powered balloon or,

more accurately, a dirigible.
Most dismiss this explanation, how-

ever, as being {nconsistent yith (he.capg
bility of the time. The world was still in
its technological infancy at this stage; al-
though the lightbulb and the telephone had
both been introduced, most people still

used kerosene lamps and the U.S. mail to
communicate. The Wright brothers were

| five years away from putting their tiny air-
. plane nto e i, and a practical automo-

headed their way; newspapers rarely picked |
ageneral interest Stor; Y
in the countﬁ, erring instead to stic

bile was still under development. The idea
that anyone in that era could construct a
working dirigible was beyond reason or, at
least, so it seemed.

But can we really be so certain that the
technology to build an airship was truly
beyond the inventors of the late 19th cen-
tury? A quick look into the history books
will demonstrate how presumptuous this
statement is.

Early History of Airships

Ever since the Montgolfier Brothers first
flew their hot-air balloon over Paris in 1789,
humans had been used to the idea of ar-
tificial flight.

What differentiated an airship from a

i mere balloon, however, was the ability to
Interestingly, at the time most thought |

make it steerable, rather than being subject
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to the vagaries of air currents and wind. |
The first experiments to this effect were

carried out by Britain’s “father of aviation”

Sir George Cayley in the 1830s. Unfortu- |
nately, Cayley lacked the means to effec-
tively power such a ship and he gave up.
Others, however, picked up on his ideas |
and further developed them until by 1850
a Frenchman, Pierre Jullien of Villejuif, |
demonstrated a model for a steerable air- |
ship. It was up to another Frenchman, |
Henri Giffard, however, to build and actu-

ally fly the first true airshi% in 1852. At 44
meters in length (almos ect) and pow- |

ered by a 2.2-kilowatt steam engine, he was

able to travel the nearly 27 kilometers be-
tween Paris and Trappes, France, without |
incident, all at the remarkable speed of ten

kilometers per hour.

Further development of the airship was
nade in the 1880s when Charles Renard |

ind Arthur Krebs built an electric-pow-
:red model named the France that was able

o maneuver under its own power. German |

would become the source of s nths
sensatioai;im and rm? et’s consider
. the possibllltes.

ially limp, cigar-shaped balloons tethered

lesigner David Schwarz built the first true
lirigible (the earlier vehicles being essen-

o a rigid undercarriage) and tested it at
‘emplehoff airfield in Berlin on Novem-

eneral Ferdinand von Zeppelin would
uild his first airship, the LZ-1,and the age
f LTA (lighter-than-air) travel was born.

Considering that airships had been
nder development in Europe prior to the |
irship flap of 1896-97, what are the |
1ances that an American might have suc-
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The Montgolfier balloon.

" ceeded in creating the first practical and

. long-range example, the product of which

| Overcoming the
E Technological Hurdle
er 3, 1897. Three short years later German |

The chief complaint made by many is

 that the materials and technology needed
| to construct a working airship were

" available in 1396, We have already seen that
:‘suc is not only untrue, but that proof of

the concept had been demonstrated almost
50 years earlier. Connecting a series of
{ hydrogen-filled balloons and enclosing

The Airships of 1897
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Henri Giffard's 1852 powered airship.

lionaires of any city west of the Mississippi |

in 1897. It isn’t difficult to imagine that a
reclusive and possibly even eccentric in-
ventor was able to not only find the re-
quired investment capital to build and op-
erate an airship, but could construct the
facilities necessary to maintain it (proba-
bly somewhere in the San Fernando Val-
ley) in complete secrecy.

Of course, it would require consider-
able capital to make this work as well as a
well-outfitted workshop (and the men
needed to operate it), but would that be
any more difficult to accomplish than it
was for Bell or Edison, contemporaries of

the era? The necessary equipment could

easily be shipped from the East Coast to

San Francisco, assembled in privacy, and
be up and running in short order, all hid-

* den from the general public and the media

among the barren hills of Southern Cali-
fornia.

The First Flights

The first sightings over Sacramento and
San Francisco may have been early test
flights of cutting-edge airship technol-
ogy, a technology easily a decade or more
ahead of its time. Clearly, such is not an un-
reasonable hypothesis, considering that all
the elements required to construct and op-
erate a small dirigible (rubber air bags,
girder material, steering gear, even various
power plants) were all available by the mid-




36

them within a light but rigid frame of alu-
minum or wood was well within the capa-

bilities of an 1896 inventor, given adequate

resources and a building large enough to
house the object. The problem would be
finding a powerful enough engine to op-

erate it. Diesel and gasoline-powered en-
gines were still in their earliest stages of de-

velopment in 1896, so it would have been
difficult to make use of either of these two

power sources. However, Tl ﬂgiies and |
electric motors were ?l W at i

and, turther, Giffard had demo

on his airship that a steam engine could be |
used successfully as a power source.) Other

possible power plants include the electric

motor, but this would have likely been
hugely underpowered, requiring the use of |
several motors and a considerable number
of heavy batteries to extend the range. |

But this might still be feasible if a person
was able to find a way of combining an elec-
tric motor with kinetic energy; that is, sev-
eral men pedaling a generator to charge the

ing the range without having to carry too
many batteries.

But what if we go beyond these tradi-
tional methods? What if, in fact, we are
dealing with someone who might be years

ahead of the competition, both in terms of
airship design and the power needed to run
them? Rudolf Diesel had just introduced |
his revolutionary new power-plant just
three years earlier; could someone have got- |
ten hold of one of his early designs and im- |
proved upon it? There’s also the chance that

FaTE / Jury 2007

either the diesel or the gasoline engine

- could have been co-developed by more

than one person at a time. Is it possible our
mysterious inventor successfully developed
his engine first and modified it for flight
rather than for ground vehicles?

If this is what happened, why did this
man not come forward with his invention
for all to see? To answer this, we have to un-
derstand the mindset of the time.

The Need for Privacy

The last half of the 19th century was a
time of remarkable technological advances
and tremendous competition among in-
ventors. It wasn’t easy being an inventor
in 19th-century America; the drive to be the
first to the patent office was cut-throat in
nature, with stolen ideas and even sabotage
fairly common. They had to deal with pres-
sure from investors eager to see a quick and

- handsome return on their money and, fi-
' nally, they had the press (who could always
. be counted on to prematurely proclaim each
battery pack while in flight, thereby extend- -

new gadget a success or failure) to deal with.
Considering that a single failure could eas-
ily scare away the capital needed to continue

| working, it is possible that a man would
. want to work in secret, away from the eyes
| of the media or potential competitors.

If that were the case with our mys-
tery inventor, California would have been
the perfect place to work. It was still re-
mote enough to guarantee privacy and yet
it was near enough to a major seaport and
sources of capital to make it ideal. San
Francisco had the largest number of mil-

X
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west in February
through April 1897.
This suggests that after
initial test flights were
completed, the inven-
tor was ready to unveil
his new airship by
over-flying America,
the one way guaran-
teed to bring the most
attention. By overfly-
ing the country, he was
telegraphing his new
device to the world in

One-man “airship” of 1897.

1890s. They awaited only a visionary with
the brilliance, vision, and determination to
bring it all together.

But if this mysterious inventor wished
to work in secret, why fly over two of the
largest cities in California and appear to
thousands of witnesses, thereby announc-

was nearing perfection and not only needed

but to send a message to the vessel’s in-

quite nicely. Clearly, at some point the ves-
sel was going to need to be unveiled to

November and December 1896 were just
a sneak preview.

It’s interesting that there was a two-
month break between the California sight-

the most spectacular

manner imaginable,

perhaps with the goal of eventually land-

ing on the East Coast in front of a stunned
media.

But something happened that pre-

vented him from completing that goal,

something unexpected, sudden, and prob-

| ably tragic.

ing your presence? Simple: the design |

- A Fiery End or an Icy Grave?
to be flown over long distances, making the |
avoidance of multiple witnesses difficult, |

Newspapers reported an explosion in
the night skies near Kalamazoo in April

| 1897, after which the airship sightings pe-
vestor(s) that the ship was coming along

tered out and eventually ended. Could the

. still largely untested airship have exploded
. over Michigan or crashed into Lake Erie
the general public; perhaps the sightings of

and sunk, abruptly and tragically ending

. its maiden flight?

Skeptics will point out that no wreck-

age was ever found. If it exploded (it was,
 after all, a hydrogen balloon) and fell into
ings in 1896 and the sightings in the Mid- |

a dense forest somewhere in the North-
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east, would there really be much left tolte- !
. but ill-fated experiment.
ended its flight in the frigid waters of Lake |
' neering drawings such an undertaking
- would have produced? It is likely they were

cover? How much more so were it to have

Erie.
Theloss of the only airship and its bril-

liant inventor would have been irreplace- |

able; investors would have been unwilling
to start from scratch and so pulled the plug,
and even the workshops would have been
dismantled, the equipment and tools sold
in an effort to recoup losses. Perhaps out of
fear of ridicule or possible legal actions, the
inventor would have been quickly forgot-
ten and the mysterious airship and its crew
left to legend, where they could never be ei-
ther proven nor disproven. It would have

been a terrible tragedy; of course, and an in-
| orado.

calculatable loss to science, but such would

A7

i have been the inevitable result of a noble

But what of the blueprints and engi-

destroyed or otherwise lost. Perhaps one
day they will be discovered and serve to tell
the world that, just as the Anikythera com-
puter demonstrated that technological ge-
nius existed 2,000 years ago, so too did
we once have our own Archimedes of the
skies under our very noses—or, in this case,
over our very heads. We just failed to no-

tice him until it was too late. %

\ ]. Allan Danelek is a professional graphic

artist and illustrator living in Denver, Col-

Pilots Share Haunted Tales

Come soar to a place where the fear of flying meets the terror of the unknown!

In Ghosts of the Air author Martin Caidin relates the secret sto-

eport from the Readers

Aocal mall. I was 17 at the time. It was
August. I parked the car, we were going

in the house. I looked up in the sky and |

83

» | work it took to write this informative boo

Although he mentions several of the

? sightings around the country, Busby con-

. centrates on the dozens of Texas si%tinﬁs.
He names names of the builder and crew
W

saw a strange lighted object. It did not move |

and all of a sudden it was gone.

The next day in the local paper, two po- |
lice officers changing shifts reported a |
" In fact, using the design of Dr. Charles A.
- Smith,I am now attempting to design and
Flash forward to August 29, 2001. My
. model of his airship.

strange lighted object in the sky the night
before. Coincidence?

boyfriend and I went to a seminar at the

World Trade Center, then had lunch in the
shops below. Thirteen days later, we all

maybe it was fate.

members, reveals their backgrounds, Civil
War units, and even census records that
confirm their residences. He encloses copies
of the patent applications for their designs.

build a working (flying, radio-controlled)

Anyone who has an interest in this sub-

* ject owes it to themselves to read this

know what happened. You never know | book.—Richard A. Banks, Crystal, Minn.

what can happen in life. Like the saying, |

. Who Discovered America?

Your magazine is exciting and mysteri- |

ous! Keep up the good work!—Linda
Hoski, Easton, Pa.

Kudos to you for reprinting a fasci-
nating article, W. L. Vallette’s “Who Dis-

. covered America?” (July 2007).

AirshiE stterly
I am writing this in response to the |

Anyone who’d like additional infor-
mation on the author’s long list of pre-
Columbian visitors to our shores should

ries of the sky. The events recounted were experienced by some
of the most level-headed people in the world—pilots responsi-
ble for passengers’ safety and military men entrusted with de-

article about the 1897 ajrshiE mystery (July | consult Gunnar Thompson’s American
2007). As both a member of the Lighter | Discovery (1994). From what Dr. Thomp-
Than Air Society and one involved in UFO = son says, the Japanese, Egyptians, Chinese,
research for over 40 years, I've had an in- | Minoans, Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans,
terest in this series of incidents for most of = Hebrews, Welsh, Hindus, Pacific Islanders,
my life. I’'ve done my own research, but Norsemen, Arabs, and Scotsmen arrived
to me the true story of the airships was f prior to 1492, What's more, there’s evidence
solved to my satisfaction with the publi- | that medieval Basques and Prince Henry
cation of Solving the 1897 Airship Mys- | the Navigator’s Potuguese explorers beat
tery by Michael Busby in 2004. It is one = Columbus to the New World.

of the most remarkable pieces of purere- | Again, many thanks for making W. L.
search I have ever read and I can onlyimag- | Vallette’s great article available!—Mary Vir-
ine the amount of digging, time, and leg- | ginia Devine, Racine, Wisc. ]
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fending their nation as well as their own lives. Yet these people
risked ridicule and their professional reputations to share their
incredible, inexplicable experiences with Caidin.

D Read the story of a commercial DC-3 flight that disappeared without a
within sight of Miami,

MARTIN CAIDIN o
trace over the Bermuda Triangle
= Find out what happened when an Okl Thoma State Court of Appeals

judge encountered a freak storm and was forced to Tand ata mysterious former military air base. What

he experienced will amaze vou!

¥ Discover a British World War H atrfield that was haunted by ¢

F Many other astonishing tajes!

hosthy planes-—and dead pilon!

6397288 pas. s photos = STLYS soltcoves

See order form on page 126.
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Lyonesse, Llys Helig, Ravenser Odd, Hartburn,
Dunwich and Brighthelmstone? The author must
have ransacked museums and libraries for old maps,
local histories, engravings and rare photographs with
which he so thoroughly illustrates this charming
book. This is a work of considerable and most
satisfying scholarship with fascinating historical and
geographical information on every page.

I cannot recommend this book too highly. It is
beautifully printed and exceedingly well written. The
historical detail gives the rare experience of traveling
in time to watch in terror as huge waves batter the
coast and tidal surges rush upon the land to produce
yet another 'sunken city.'

While I hope that Forteans will buy this book--did
you know that a ship was once sunk by a church?--it
should also be required reading for the Corps of
Engineers. Nothing built by man can for long
withstand the fury of nature.

Phantom_Aerial Flaps and Waves
by Nigel Watson. Magonia Occasional Paper No. 1,
Magonia Magazine, John Dee -Cottage, 5 James
Terrace, Mortlake Churchyard, London SW124 8HB

England. 20 pgs, quality photocopy, 95p (about

$3.00, including p/h). Make checks out to John
Rimmer. =
——————

Reviewed by
Raymond D. Manners

he archetypical event that provided the genesis of

this booklet is the American Phantom Airship
Flap of 1896/7. With hundreds of sighting accounts,
conversations With airmen, reports of crashes,
discovery of alien bodies and abductions of farm
animals, the 1896/7 flap holds all the elements of
today's flying saucer mystery, including the fact that

no satjsfactory explanation has ever been pre
nother important similarity is that there Rias never.

been any reli idence that a real aircraft or flyi
machine was responsible,

Public interest in aerial phenomena in that time was
heightened by the publication of books by authors
such as Edgar Allen Poe (The Balloon Hoax), Jules
Verne (Five Weeks in a Balloon), Charles Fort (New
Lands) and H. G. Wells (The War in the Air ).
These accounts, combined with the rapidly
advancing science of aeronautics and predictions of
the amazing feats these wonderful flying machines
would be able to perform were often directly
responsible for provoking and sustaining phantom
airship and airplane flaps.

Nigel Watson presents the results of his researches
into a number of sightings before 1947; his data
cover the period 1830 - 1946 and include sightings
from Europe, Russia, the U.S., Canada, Africa,
Japan, New Zealand and Australia. Each event is
covered in some detail and is accompanied by a list
of references, the majority of which are from readily
available books and journals. He also include:

sightings of 'angels,'SpringheelJack and the BVM

visions at Fatima.

It is the early airship, balloon and airplane sightings
that hold the most interest, however It is nol
surprising that r‘n_allj_r_lmf_mgﬂa.p;occurred during the
years prior to both world warg. Tensions were high.
mme with bright light

circling a city was naturally considered to be on a spy
mission. Many of these machines were fired at
some were seen to crash, others continued their
apparently armmless wanderings in the sky, but

nothing as concrete ag wreckage ora caEtured airman
was ever produced.

The parallels to modern UFO sightings are many.
and doubtless many of these early sightings were the
results of war hysteria, including the
misinterpretation of planets, fireballs, auroral lights
and mirages. There remains, though, aE glement of
strangeness in these early reports. Most of the
OBYETTs were quite unlike modern-day UFOs; they

flew very slowly, many carried searchlights, others
were seen and followed during daylight, and in some

cases conversations w.

Balloons, zeppelins and airplanes were the most
frequent visitors, while the Scandinavian ghost
rockets and the foo fighters of WWII form a bridge
between these early sightings and those of Kenneth
Arnold in 1947. We have to wonder if these aerial
sightings reflected the social and political conditions
of the time, shaped by the general awareness of wha
was technologically possible.

This booklet is an excellent introduction to those
early phantoms of the skies. The price is right and
the material is good. Get a copy.
\_____—_/

=

I believe in the imagination. What I cannot see is
infinitely more important than what I can see.
-- Duane Michals, Real Dreams

=

You’re NOT coming to FortFest 88?
Change your mind on page 24!

INFO Journal, August, 1988



The 1897 Ajrshi

Sir,—Wit! resh o lsgge‘r‘orpe
Clark, I suggest that the 18 air-
ship” was probably a UFO of the
kind: for which the designation
. “Delfavolant ” has been coined in
recent years. Most of the anomalies
in published accounts of the time
ai, .explicable as errors arising out
of "che preconceptions of witnesses
whose only acquaintance with flying
machines rested upon the fictions of
such as Jules Verne. .

The *contactee” narratives cen-
tred around the 1897 craft are not
more confusing or contradictory
than those which afflict us today.
Perhaps the UFO-denizens have
some method of inducing hallucina-
tory experiences in the minds of
terrestrials who approach a groun-
ded UFO too closely. Furthermore,

A290-93

Media Hoaxes

by Fred Fedler .

Ames: lowa State University Press,
1989, 266 pp.. hardback, $27.95.

JdS=

Reviewed by Douglas Chapman

monotonous writing style, his book
Mgdta Hoaxes should prove a re-
warding grab-bag of fascinating hoaxes
from throughout the history of journal-
ism.
Some of the greatest names in litera-

I f one can cope with Fred Fedler’s

ture have turned out amazing outrag-
es. Both Jonathan Swift and Benjamin
Franklin put out works which predict-
ed the demises of specific almanac pub-
lishers. After the publishers’ reported
“deaths,” Swift and Franklin explained
the protests of their “deceased” victims
as being those of inept impostors.

Edgar Allan Poe’s “factual” story
“The Unparalleled Adventures of One
Hans Pfaall” detailed a man’s travel to
the moon by balloon. In 1835, it fooled
many; now it is one of his most famous
fictions. Even Poe’s “The Facts in the
Case of M. Valdemar” was originally
published in The American Review in
1845 as if it might be fact. (One could
not get Poe to admit one way or the
other.)

Fedler does a good job at recreating

the rough-and-ready world of 19th cen- :)DA QN /7
tury American journalism. With limit- AUA\
ed news sources, facts did not always —_—

stand in the way of a good story. Mark
T.wain learned various skills in this en-
vironment—including practical jokes.
Tyval_n_once put together an issue of the
Vlrg}ma City newspaper Enterprise,
consisting largely of libel of important
people, printed only one copy, and sent
it to his vacationing boss. That got the
man to return to work—in a hurry.

Many know of the Orson Welles
“Martian scare” of 1938. Fewer are
aware of South American attempts to
emulate him. When a station in Santia-
go, Chile, put out their radio adapta-
tion of War of the Worlds in 1944, many
were injured. When, in 1949, Station
HC_QRX in Quito, Ecuador, broadcast
their version as a “real” news story
about a Martian invasion, panic again
res.ulgzed. Rioters soon set HCQRX’s
building afire, and rescuers discovered
20 corpses in the ruins.

Strange readers may be interested in
the. account of the “Winsted wild man,”
which Fedler says was the creation of
Lou Stone, a New England journalist
fam;)qs for hi? v;Mmsical stories. In the
next 1ssue of Strange Magazine, Mi-
chael T. Shoemalker Wil take  detailed
ook at this case in his col
From Limbo. umn Back

Fedler writes that our present stan-
dards of journalistic accountability are
a development of thi century and that

48 gﬁi&w #7

it must be assumed. that publicity-
hounds, “nuts®” and seekers after
the
colourful-hoax, were, then as now,
quickly in the field. .

I am inclined to place Captain
James Hooton in one of these latter
categories. The object which deco-
rates the cover of your July-August

- jssue looks like the result of a work-
ine COllaboration btetween Heath
Robinson and Dr. Strabismus of
Utrecht, (Whom God _Preserve)!
T would question the ability of the
UFO-denizens or anyone else to
coax such an aerodynamic outrage
off the ground. much less fly it all
over the United States. .
—J. Cleary-Baker, Weekefy Win-
chester.

[Dr. Cleary-Baker is edfor of

M, Mu.8R

~ easy-money-that-cometh by-a-

FORA JOURNAL.]
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major _study of the 1896-97\
“myste? airsbip" reporgs In the Ug,
obert G. Neeley,}Jr., is in an
advanced stage an pected to be
released in 1986. Research support
from the Fund enabled Mr. Neeley to
travel extensively throughout the U.S.
to visit major libratgies and depository
sites and to obtain a large amount of
new information, despite the fact that
several other people have already
conducted fairly comprehensive
research on this topic. The resulting
catalogue and analysis should be the
most definitive study vet conducted of
what might be called the first wave of
UFO sightings in the U.S. If, in fact,
there is a conventional explanation for
the reports, the information compiled
by Mr. Neeley will be an important
factor in resolving the question.

WORLD SCOPE

In parallel with the U.S. study, the
Fund has recently approvedagranttoa
’ .. . - .
team of British investigators to compile
and analyze data on “mystery aircraft’

reports in the British Isles early in the
ONth  MNanbriers Thin Abicdes alaa ~nd
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(our italics): “What is thought to have been the
mysterious airship was seen [at Mount Vernon] by more
than a hundred persons. It was first observed about 8.30
o’clock and continued in sight for half an hour. Mayor
Wells, who had an excellent view of the mysterious
vns1tor from the observatory attached to his res1denoe
says it resembled the bod 0 C

Airships appea ed at Plttsford Clayton and Ann
Arbor (all in Michigan) the same evening. At Cadmus,
one excitable soul shot at the gbigct, thinking it was a
flying dragon.

Three night men employed by the Wallin Leather
Company in Grand Rapids reported seeing a bright
white light in the western sky. They watched it at
intervals over a three-and-a-half hour period, until it
disappeared in the north at 3 a.m. on the 17th.

Later in the morning, .15, on his way to work,
Mr. C. T. Smith stumbled upon something on the
sidewalk. Upon examination it proved to be an envelope
’on which someone had written “From the Airship
Travellers.” Inside was a letter, “written,” related a news
story, “‘on note paper with a purple indellible [sic] pencil,

. attached to a piece of stiff wire about five inches
long, at the other end of which was fastened, as a
weight, one of the iron combination stoppers and bottle

Fopeners commonly used to open beer bottles.”

The message read:

To whoever finds this. 2,500 feet above the level of the sea,
s headed north at this writing, testing the airship. afraid we
are lost. we are unable to ¢bntrol our engine. please notify

tour people. think we are sonewhere over Michigan.,

ur B. Coats, Laurel, Miss.
C. I;gnh’sk(liulgort m
chburg,

April 16th, *97. 9 p.m.

An unidentified flying object flew over Three Rivers
that night.

In another incident involving airships and railroads,
persons at Grant Station in Bailey reported watching a

o

£ gy

huge object, about 200 feet in length, flying above the
northbound evening train. The phenomenon seemed to
be about a mile above the earth.

The next afternoon, a st e explosion rocked the
village of Saline. Upon Hean;ng he soZ und, workers just
north of town had their attention attracted to a large
dark object moving rapidly westward against a strong
wind.

Between 8 and 9 p.m. an airship passed over Saginaw
at a fast rate of speed, heading in a northerly direction.
At Manistique, citizens viewed the craft travelling west-
ward. C. R. Orr, a witness, estimated its speed at
1,000 m.p.h.—which certainly sounds extravagant,
considering the relatively slow speeds other observers
in other cases had reported. At any rate, the construc-
tion resembled, the Sault Ste. Marie News said, “a
Washington cigar with a bright light in the centre of
it.”

Shortly after midnight, a railroad fireman named
Widosky left the village of Wakefield and began walking
back to his home in Thomaston. He happened to be
looking down as he stepped over a mud puddle—and
there he saw reflected the swaying lights of something
above him. Glancing upward, he caught sight of three
lights—red, green, and white—soaring across the sky
with an odd undulating motion. The next morning,
when he told friends, they laughingly suggested he had
taken his first drink. (Mr. Widosky did not indulge.) To
back up his story, he saw to it that the next night he had
six potential witnesses with him, and, just after midnight,
they all observed lights identical to those Widosky had
seen 24 hours earlier.

An airship with a light at each end flew over Jackson
on the evening of the 21st. The following night, at 11,
two men of Hemlock watched an aircraft sailing
southward ““at a fearful rate of speed.”

[This article will be concluded in our next issue]
. NOTE

t “I'd like to know what Mr. W. H. Smith saw, Sept. 18, 1877, in the sky sky,
moving over the city of Brooklyn. It looked like &Wm
(New York Sun, Sept. 21, 1877) ** Charles Fort, 12,
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( More on That L1207 AJrSliR.

Editor's Note: As our readers have indicated a great deal of
interest in "that mysterious 1897 airshipl we will continue to pub-
' 1lish old newspaper accounts, as they are sent in by our readers. Pleas
send us yours (will return if you request).

THE WILMINGTON MESSENGER
lpril 6, 1897
=

WAS IT AN AIR SHIP?

A Remarkablé Object Floats
Over Wilmington

Hundreds of People See It - It Was Brilliantly
Lirshted and Moved West - Looked Like It had
" Rigging - Seen in Cities Out West |

Hundreds of people were out on the streets and wharves last night,
looking at a brilliant floating mass in the heavens to the west of
the city. It was moving very repidly, end meny persons saw net-work

i about the aerial wonder. Some of our very best and most reliable

! citizens saw so much of the heavenly strenger that they had not the

| slightest doubt but that it wes the airship which has been reported
. from other cities., ~The ship moved to the west at a rapid rate. It

} seemed to have something like a search-lipght facing earthwards, and

| created a sensation among all classes-of people.

| The ship appeared to come from the ocean and passed opposite to
Market street dock, going in the direction of the Navassa guanworks.
Some gentlemen who saw the ship through field glasses inform us:that
they could see wires and ropes and rigging about it. To the naked.
eye many colored lights were visible. Even those who looked at it
without glasses admit of no doubt but that it was an airship.
Credit: Angelo Capparella III
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UFO Detector! World's smallest, solid state. No N-S orienting. Works
even when you walk. Don't miss your next UFO Swiss made. Free air-
mailing anywhere. Send only $10.00 to: Impressions Plastiques, Box

31, Chatelaine 1211, Switzerlend. --/4dv,
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If You See a UFQ., . .

The Decemher 1971 issue of SENTINEL includes an interesting srtitie
on "What To Do If You See a UFO" and is well worth reading--and
especially by the amateur investigator who can profit from the advice
given--how to distinguish between a plenet and a UFO; how to recognize
a weather balloon; tips on photographing a UFO; and some good advice
for the close«up confrontation with a snace craft and/or occupants.

SENTINEL is published by Aerial Reseerch Systems, F. 0. Box 715,
Banning, Calif., 92220 and is edited by F. M. Castetor. This monthly
ufozine is $4.50 per year. We don't b elieve this magazine has ever
missed a publication date, and we consider that a real "plus" in these
days of the many now—apg—thcn puhlications which are too of'ten "then"”

and not enough "now,"
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BEFORE - Pre-1947 Sightings from the Files of Lucius Farish

—cn o

From the May 1946 issue of AMAZING STORILS letters-to-the-editor
column:quote=~-

In 1942 I was on a little 1sland outpost off our Southern coast.
While on duty at the OP one C1ear moonless night, I saw a brightly
glowing, unidentified ohjec:, 1’e a flare in annearance, travelling
horizontally over the sea a. niderete speed; I ean't even ~guess at its-
height, its distance from ta= IP, or its size.

Fossibly thirty secondo T oa mltho rlter my first gllmp”“ of it,
the object ; : xater and dl‘Ppt°°red.
I watched the area where it had vdnlshed, and a couple of minutes
later it reepneared rising swiftly in apperently an absolutely ver-

tical line until it was out of sight.
Last winter, when I was with an anti-aircraft battery in Germany

Iswitnessci a ”ecu-"cnce of the incident, with the exception that be-
fore the objcct dove toward the ground, it shot to and fro, short
dashes in .. ous directions; the impression that came to my mind was
that its ¢ rratic movements suggested a search.,

At nelther occurrence were there any planes in the vicinity, nor
do I know of any eircreft capable of such 2 rerformance, Furthermore,
I meke no claim for this yarn, end I heve no witnesses; make what you
will of it. (Signed) Sgt. Dirk Wylie.

¥
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riedman says

Jacobs’ history of Ufology well done

EDITOR’'S NOTE: Stanton T. Friedman
is a nuclear physicist and renowned lec-
turer and investigator in the UFO field.
He was one of 12 scientists who provided
testimony on the UFQ enigma to the
Committee on Science and Astronautics,
House of Representatives, on July 29, 1968.

By Stanton T. Friedman

"THE UFO  CONTROVERSY 1IN
AMERICA,'" by Dr. David M.
Jacobs (Indiana University

Press, $12.50) is a fascinating
volume--a much-revised version
of the author's PhD thesis in
" history at the University of
Wisconsin in Madison. It is
probably the best overall view

of 'ufology'" _in the United
States ever written. The period

between 1896 and I974 is well
covered from an historical
viewpoint.

Jacobs has examined a great
deal of material, especially
concerning the role of the U.S.
Air Force and the private UFO
groups such as the National In-
vestigation Committee on Aerial
Phenomena (NICAP) and the Aeri-
al Phenomena Research Organi-
zation (APRO). His is the dis-
interested third party, objec-
tive view. There are more
than 50 pages of references and
notes, along with an index, and
the approach is scholarly.

The author has provided the
best description I have seen of
the attitudes of a number of
older scientists who have be-
come embroiled in the UFO con-
troversy: Dr. James E. McDon-
ald, Dr. Donald Menzel, Dr. Ed-
ward U. Condon and Dr. J. Allen
Hynek. Also portrayed in some
depth are a number of non-
scientists 1like Donald Keyhoe
who spent so much effort at-
tacking the Air Force for its
secrecy on UFOs, along with the
writers for the NEW YORK TIMES
and other newspapers who de-
voted so much time attacking
the people who accept UFO

reality.
Certainly neither the scien-
tists nor the journalists are
portrayed as the objective
truth seekers that both groups
would have the public believe
they are--and which a careful
study indicates they are not.
Jacobs, along the way de-
stroys the myth of the high
quality investigative efforts
of Project Blue Boo

of sightings
of powered airships is present-
ed in depth as a yet-to-be-
solved mystery. The descrip-
tions of the objects and their
behavior were not a clear
chronicling of flying saucers
but rather the pronouncements
from on high by newsmen and
scientists 78 years ago--and
sound much like those of our
time. Prejudice and character
defamation were evidenced far
more frequently than objective
truth seeking. Technology may
change, but the nature of man

was a graduate
student in history when much of
this volume was written, it is
not surprising that he doesn't
dig into such areas as the
feasibility of interstellar
travel to any degree and that
he seems naively to accept the
notion that Project Blue Book
was the only Air Force organi-
zation investigating UFOs.
Considering Blue Book's to-
tally inadequate capability for
obtaining data about flying
craft as compared with, for ex-

ample, the Aerospace Defense
Command with dits 35,000 mem-
bers, its huge <radar net,

closed communication and com-
puterized data evaluation sys-
tems, Blue Book was much more
likely an unwitting cover than
the major focus for high qual-
ity technical data on UFOs.
Jacobs also has the annoying
habit of talking about data

S 0-HT

sources without presenting much
of the data itself. One example
is Project 1
%snsz&..léa a_yital document
one for the Air Force in 1955
and containing more data about
UFO sightings than all other
Air Force documents combined.
The reader would have bene-
fited from the knowledge that
19.7 per c?nt of the 2,199
sightings 1investigated were
listed as "unknowns'--complete-
ly separate from the "insuffic-
ient data'" cases--and that the
better the quality of the
sightings the MORE 1likely they
were to have been listed as

"unknowns." Also, that the
statistical comparison of the
characteristics of the '"un-
knowns"  versus the ''knowns"
clearly showed that the two
group > ¥

Jacobs mentlons the Gallu-
Poll of 1973, which showed that
51 cent of adult Am

believe 1in UFOs. He didn't
mention that the poll showed
that Ehs_8222292_.Lh9_22222119n
individual, and the
e is, the more 11ke1y

= 1S to believe in UFQOs. I

both cases the data would have
helped the reader make his own
evaluation of the rhetoric of

the skeptical scientists and
journalists.

There are a number of minor
inaccuracies, including such
trivia as the dates of the ex-
cellent Dick Cavett show on
UFOs (No. 2, 1973) and of the
famous Coyne helicopter case

(Oct. 18, 1973) over Mansfield,
Ohio. Jacobs 1is wrong about
the composition of both the
American Institute of Aeronau-
tics and Astronautics Committee
on UFOs and the group which ap-
peared on the Today show. But
overall Jacobs' work is an ex-
cellent source book and re-
quired reading for any serious
layman or Ufologist.




an hour before it landed. When it
landed, they gathered around and
suffered from the heat.

“A strange man, if man he might be
called, was in charge of the ship. He
had plenty of clothes but seemed to
have no use for them. He was almost
naked and suffered from the heat.

“He is judged to be 10 feet tall and
his talk, while musical, seems to be a
kind of bellowing. One of the braver
farmers approached the bellowing
being and got a kick that will last him
for some time, as his hip was broken.

“Great excitement prevails here.
Lots of people are flocking here from
Okemos and Locke to view the
strange being from a safe distance. No
one cares to go near. He seems to be
trying to talk to everyone. The
people. . .who have not seen him
refuse to believe, although six of the
best people swear it is the truth. At
8:10 last evening the ship passed over
the village and many people watched
its flight. The being returned to the
vessel and flew away.”

At Sisterville, W. Va., a quiet little
town on the Ohio river, a luminous
red object sailed in from the
northwest at about 9 p.m. on April
19. It flashed brilliant searchlights and
immediately began throwing the
village in havoc. The sawmill whistle
was blowing frantically as hundreds
clogged into the streets to glimpse at
the fantastic aerial visitor. The craft
was like an immense cigar with two
protruding fins on either side.
Observers estimated it to have been
about and about 50
{feet in diameter. All of the witnesses
‘were able to make out flashing red,
iwhite and green lights along the side
and at the stern.

That same night in Atlanta, Texas,
a farmer named Jim Nelson had his
hair “stand cut with fright” when an
airship slowly descended and
momentarily hovered above him.

But perhaps the most amazing
account is the startling experience of
Captain Jim Hooten, a well-known
Iron Mountain railroad conductor
whose story appeared in the April 22,
1897, issue of The Arkansas Gazette,
Little Rock. Capt. Hooten had been
out hunting near Homan when it
became dark: “I started to make my
way back to the railroad station. As 1
was tramping through the brush my

attention was attracted by a familiar
sound, like the noise of a locomotive

airpump.” S0 cER. MEWS ,§f?z.})5 AH

Suddenly he came upon five men
repairing an odd-looking machine.
“There was a_medium-sized man who
wore smoked glasses,” said Hooten. I
mentioned the noise sounded like a
Westinghouse air brake. ‘Perhaps it
does my friend, he replied. ‘We ar
using condensed air. . but you wilk
know more later on.” ” /’ ??g

Capt. Hooten said the front of the
ship ended in an abrupt knife-like
edge. He recalled, “The sides of the
craft bulged gradually, then receded.
There were three large wheels upon
each side. . .arranged so that they
became concave as they moved
forward. ...The man said good-bye,
the ship rose with a hissing sound. . .in
less than the twinkle of an eye the
ship disappeared frgsgéi ht.”

The April 23rd i§fde/ ot The Modern
News, Harrisburg, Ark., carried the
report of an ex-Senator Harris who
also encountered some airship pilots
when the vessel landed near his home.
The crew consisted of an old, bearded
m&_vp_man, and two young men.
Harris was told by his informants that
someone long ago had learned how to
overcome gravity. The elderly man
said he was able to secure the plans
and experimented with the airship.
They were scheduled to visit the
planet Mars before putting the ship on
public tour.

Harris declined to take a ride
aboard the craft, and seconds later it
rose swiftly into the sky.

Daniel Gray, a farmer living near
Flint, Mich., working in his field
on April 23 afvgﬁr?}xe heargd “a terrible
rumbling and whizzing sound directly
over his head.” Gazing upward, Gray
was astonished to see a dark object
traversing the sky at a high rate of
speed. He was puzzled and rather
dazed, but suddenly noticed a

wspaper dropping from out of the)
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sky. Upon examing it, he saw the
newspaper came from Toronto,
Canada, dated Oct. 5 96. The
aper was dry and very well preserve
he Daily Texarkanian, Texarkana,
Ark., published on the same date as
the above happenings, gave the
account of Judge Lawrence A. Bryne’s
face-to-face encounter with
oriental-like beings aboard an object

which was anchored near the
McKinney Bayou. The three men
spoke in_a strange language and 'hadi
distinctive features like that of
someone from the Far East. They,
motioned for Bryne to join them, to
his astonishment. '

The giihjrherx was made of
alufMinum and the gas to raise and

lower the ship was pumped into an
aluminum tank,” recalled Bryne.

The Houston Daily Post of April
28, contained a most interesting
account: /[

“Merkel, Texas, Apdl. 26-Some
parties returning from church last
night noticed a heavy object dragging
along with a rope attached. They
followed it until in crossing the
railroad it caught on a rail. On looking
up, they saw what they supposed was
the airship. It was not near enough to
get an idea of the dimensions. A light
could be seen protruding from several
windows, and there was a bright light
in front like a headlight of a
locomotive. After some 10 minutes, a
man was seen descending the rope. He
came near enough to be plainly seen.
He wore a light blue sailor suit, and
was small in size. He stopped when he
discovered the -parties at the anchor,
and cut the rope below him and sailed
off in a northeast direction. The
anchor is now on exhibition at the
blacksmith shop of Elliott and Miller,
and is attracting the attention of
hundreds of people.”

(continued on inside back cover)
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THE STRANGE B .I.C.R. AFFAIR

I had no idea last spring that, after

I wrote an article for Saucer
News on the possibility of flying
saucers being ‘‘time machines,” 1
would stumble upon actual evidence
for my claim. However, that is exactly
what happened, and I am now so
shaken by the implications that it may
be difficult to relate the events as they
occurred. But I shall try.

After the article appeared
(Spring—Summer, 1969), Gray Barker
relayed a letter to me from a Mrs,
W.R. of a large Massachusetts city.
Mrs. R., a UFO hobbyist, related that
her husband—an avid investigator who
is also an electrical engineer—answered
an announcement about a new UFQO
club which had appeared in Ray
Palmer’s Flying Saucers magazine in
early 1969.

Mrs. R., fearing I wasn’t a
subscriber (lucky, since I am not),
typed the announcement as it
appeared in that issue. But she didn’t
specify which month’s copy it was,
and I have since been unable to locate
the actual item. However, as she said,
it read in part:

“This year will be hailed in
Ufological circles as that in which the
disparaging elements of Ufology—the

con sychotics,
!O rp_gggx_hw—began to vanish. It
will also be the year in which a new
institution was formed to study the
Ufo problem in a scientific and precise

Dr. Richard H. Pratt

Science Consultant, SAUCER NEWS

manner.

“If youre an intelligent individual,
we need your help; but you must
write us as soon as you can, as there
will be a waiting list. You will
complete a questionnaire and undergo
a check of your background before
you can be accepted.”

This ended with an address for
correspondence. Called the BICR (the
full name was not given), the group
was headed by three men, William A.
Gautier, Thomas Harper and R. James
Kipling.

After Mr. R. contacted the group
he received a letter and questionnaire.
He was struck by the letter’s change
of attitude. Unlike the-announcement,
this now stressed “the formation of a
serious, scientific organization
composed of intelligent, trained adults
from all countries.” The publicized
attempt to get rid of occult groups,
etc., was now labeled as the group’s
“secondary purpose.”

Even so, Mr. R. was engrossed with
the idea, and sent the requested dues
with the completed questionnaire to
the Michigan address. He had noticed
that, on the questionnaire, the group
displayed an unusual interest in
education and scientific training. He
received another letter congratulating
him on his acceptance, and now the
leaders wanted to have an interview
with him.

Mr. R. was surprised by the request,
since he thought the group was in

" SN, SPRINGC- RO

Michigan; however, he found his
letters had been forwarded to the
actual headquarters, miles away in
Worcester, Massachusetts! He
therefore reported to the new address
in the second letter. Mrs, R. did not
tell me this address.

When her husband returned home,
Mrs. R. said he was “excited and
exuberant” over something which he
refused to discuss with her. He said
she would be told everything when “it
was all right.”

All this happened in May. For two
months, Mr. R’s spare time was spent
at work either away from home in
Worcester, or shut up in his private
study until early morning hours.
Then, one Sunday afternoon he
returned from Worcester in an irate
mood. He said the group had
disbanded, and the leaders had
“stolen” their work.

At first he didn’t want to say more,
but after an argument with his wife
he said he and twelve others had
repaired a “temporal transmitter”
under thMr,
Kipling and Harper. The three claimed
they had built the device under a
federal grant, but the first trial had
damaged it. They had needed
immediate help from scientifically
trained personnel, and had brought
them together in a variety of different
ways, one of which was the
announcement in FLYING
SAUCERS.



Rebris may be f

Metal found
at crash site
has unusual

properties

John E Schuessler
FECIAL TO THE NEWS WORO
Did a cigar-shaped unidentified

fying object really crash near
Aurora, Texas, on April 19, 1897?
Some people believe the whole story
was a fabrication by S.E. Hayden, a
loca! cotton buyer; while others are
reasonably sure the tragic accident
really occurred.

Investigators for the mutual UFO
Network, headquartered in Seguin,
Texas, have uncovered evidence that
raises doubts about the hoax theory.

Sightings of strange airships were

Sightings of strange
airships were reported
all across the United
States during the
spring of 1897. The
Aurora incident was
just another UFO
sighting; but with an
unusual twist. It
resulted in the
allegation that an
object crashed and left
debris as nraof of the
event.

reported all across the United States
during the spring of 1897, The Aurora
incident was just arother UFO sight-
ing, but with an unusual twist. Jt
resulted in the allegation that an
object crashed and left debris as
proof of the event.

Kin of witnesses remember

Bill Case, a state director for the
Mutual UFO Network, discovered
family memhers of the original wit-
nesses were ready to tell what hap-
pened that memorable day. Mrs.
Mary Evans, about 15 years old at the
time, said her mother and father went
to the crash site and told her how the
airship had exploded and that the
pilot was torn up and killed in the
crash. He was a small man and was
buried later that day in the local
cemetery by the men of the town.

Jim Stephens told his son Charlie
how the nose of the airship hit the
windlass over the water well on Judge
J.S. Proctor’s farm causing a chain
reaction explosion. The flash followed
by a fire was visible for more than
three miles.

Investigators have reconstructed
the events of the sighting and located
the crash site. Using sophisticated
metal detecting equipment and
guidess by the eyewitness accounts
they retrieved pieces of metal of var-
ious size and types. Bill Case said

NEWS WORLD, New York, NY - Jan. 8, 1983
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{TOP AND ON THE COVER}) Photograph of a metal sample found 100 feet west of the
alleged 1897 UFO crash site in Aurora, Texas. (ABOVE) Electron dispersion x-ray

analyzer linds only aluminum and iron in
terrestrial aluminum contains copper.

the sample, an anomaly because most

“from all indications there was defi-
nitely an explosion. The pattern

established by metals recovered indi-

cates the craft exploded on the lower
right side first blowing bits and
pieces over & two or three acre area
¢ast and northeast of the well site on
top of a rocky limestone hill. Imme-
diately, the rest of the craft exploded
throwing other samples to the north
and west.”

Although it is difficult to deter-

mine which samples may have
resulted from the crash, as compared
with debris left by people living on
the farm during the past three-
quarters of a century, some of the
samples were unique.

One piece, thought to be a struc-
turnl member of some kind, was ana-
lyzed by a major U.S. laboratory with
exciting results. Aa clectron disper-
sion x-ray analyzer was used to iden-

- v-lJId m

tify the elemei'ts found in the sample.
Only aluminum with a trace ot iron
could be detected.

The sample wac retrieved from a
location about 100 t=et west of the
well site beneath fou. inches of soil.
It was lodged directly against the
face of the limestone rcck and con- |
formed to the exact contiguration of
the stone, indicating it was in a near
moiten state when it penetiated the
earth and hit the rock wherv it
cooled

Investigators have
reconstructed the
events of the sighting
and located the crash
site. Using
sophisticated metal
detecting equipment
and guided by the
eyewitness accounts
they retrieved pieces
of metal of various size
and types. Bill Case
said “from all
indicatior s there was
definitely un
explosion..

X-ray fluorescence analysis deter-
mined the sample to be free of zinc.
This was an unexpected finding,
since the samples retrieved from tite
east of the well site contained zinc.
The soft x-ray spectrographic analy-
sis verified the high purity of the
aiuadnuin, tne inclusion of ivon, and
the absence of cnpper. This also is an
anomaly, because commercial alumi-
num alloys that contain iron usually
contain copper.

Photomicroyraphs of the sample
shows the presence of large grains,
indicating the sample is stress-free
and has gone through a melting and
cooling stage. Detai's of the analysis
provide additionz! clues as to how the
material was corstructed, the nature
of the crystalline sirucure, and
unusual purity. All this is consistent
with the allegation that an cbject
exploded spewing debris in all direc-
tions, impacting with a tremendous
force.

investigators were able to locate a
crude headstone marking.a grave in
the local cemetery. Metal detecting
cquipment gave the same readings at
the gravesite as they did where the
metal was found. The marker and the
detector readings seemed to be’suffi-
cient for investigators to demand the
opening of the gprave and exhumation
of the pilot’s body. Local citizens
didn't agree. They blocked opening of
the grave, Soon thereafter the head-
Stone was removed and the grave left
unmarked and anonymnous.

Perhaps the people of Aurora were
afraid their longstanding popularity
would be diminished if the grave
were opened and science proved the
whole event was a hoax. On the other
hand, what if the grave did hold the
remains of an alien pilot? At this time
the investigators' files hold sufficient
evidence to cast reasonable doubt on
the hoax theory.

D -~ Dec, 9’ 1982
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Strange light may have been
a UFO0, Ketchumite reports

By SUSAN WHALEY
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it had come from, Pennay said.



of Deputy Sheriff John McLemore
and Constable John J. Sumpter of Hot
Springs, Arkansass who met the
occupants of a flying ship on May 13,
1897. An affidavit followed and here
is some of thag statement:

“While riding northwest from Hot
Springs on the night of May 6, 1897,
we noticed a bright light high in the
heavens. About a hundred yards ahead
we saw two persons moving around
with lights. Drawing our Winchesters,
we demanded: ‘Who is that, and what
are you doing here?’

“A man with a dark beard stepped
forward and said he and the young
woman were traveling through the
country in an airship. We could see
the outlines of the ship, which was
around sixty feet long and
cigar-shaped. It was dark and rainin
and a young man was filling a big sack
with water. The woman was careful to
keep back in the dark.”

The two laymen were offered a free
ride in order to get out of the rain,
but they declined. The bearded man
said he was going to Nashville, Tenn.,
after seeing the country.
Unfortunately, the witnesses left
before the ship ascended into the air
since they were hurrying to get home.

The airships finally vanished after
May, although there were a few
{eported sightings in 1898 and some
activity continuing into 1905. Were
they new-fangled contraptions built
by some ingenious party of inventors?

eems unlikely. Did the pilots w}a\nt\
lus to believe this in order to conceal |

‘their real identity and purpose? The

Jangry, bellowing giant in Williamston,
Mich,; the strange, oriental men near

the McKinney Bayou in Arkansas; and
‘the “little man” seen in Merkel,
Texas, all seem to tally with
modern-day reports of UFO
occupants.

These reports were well
documented; they are representative
of a large amount of datum, and were
published in both the lay and
scientific presses.

Through a close- scrutiny of the
sightings in this period, perhaps we
can arrive at some conclusive answers
which still awaits us in the mystery of

the UFO. ~—

L

Ufologia e strategia
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Ro -
Marcello Coppetti

Gli «Ail‘Ship»

Guerra radiofonica e guerra elettronica - Uno strano fenomeno

riscontrato durante la prima guerra mondiale

li ufologi che hanno indagato su

questo misterioso fenomeno prima
del 1947 si sono imbattuti negli «air-
ship», vocabolo inglese che significa
astronave. E noto che con questo nome
viene genericamente indicato il miste-
rioso (ma poi non troppo, come vedre-
mo) quanto inafferrabile aeromobile
avvistato negli Stati Uniti dal novembre
1896 al maggio 1897 e, soprattutto, nel-
l'aprile di quest’ultimo anno. Altre os-
servazioni di «airship» avvennero nel
1908 in Danimarca e negli Stati Uniti;
nel 1909 in Nuova Zelanda, negli Stati
Uniti e in Inghilterra; nel 1913, infine,
ancora in Inghilterra e negli Stati Uniti.
Ho gia trattato di questo fenomeno sul
GdM n° 113. In quell’articolo conclude-
vo, senza che nessuno mi abbia smentito,
con questa frase: «... si ha la netta sensa-
zione che gli oggetti volanti non identi-
ficati visti in quegli anni siano macchine
terrestri (palloni e dirigibili) e che dietro
il fenomeno vi siano i servizi segreti per
usarlo come copertura delle nuove sco-
perte del volo umano e per strumenta-
lizzarlo psicologicamente». A supporto
di questa teoria citavo alcuni episodi av-
venuti in Inghilterra riguardanti appunto
operazioni di spionaggio germanico con
dirigibili normali e «tascabili» alcuni dei
quali erano anche atterrati. Chi desidera
approfondire pud rileggere quell’articolo
del 1980.
Ma gli «airship», soprattutto quelli avvi-
stati sull’Inghilterra nel 1913 (pochi san-
no, perd, che misteriosi aeromobili del
tipo degli «airship» furono visti in quel-
Panno anche nei cieli tedeschi), sono,
come vedremo, legati agli inizi della
«guerra elettronica» («G.E.») anche se &
improprio usare questo termine per quel
periodo poiché, allora, si trattava di
«guerra radiofonica», cio€ intercettazio-
ne di messaggi in chiaro € in codice tra-
smessi via radio e disturbo dalla parte
avversaria degli apparati di intercetta-
zione, cio¢ far sentire poco e male o ad-
dirittura niente a chi ascoltava sulle di-
verse frequenze usate dagli alti comandi
militari o dagli agenti «sul campo», cio¢
dalle spie.

L’italiano professor Alessandro Artom

Nel celebre libro di Verne «ll pudrone del
mondo» viene descritta una nave spaziale assai
simile agli «airship» del 1896-97.

aveva inventato un sistema radiogonio-
metrico dopo aver scoperto leffetto di-
rezionale di un’antenna a telaio, cioé la
capacita che tale tipo di antenna ha di
individuare la direzione di provenienza
di un’emissione elettromagnetica. Gu-
glielmo Marconi che, dopo I'invenzione
della radio, si era trasferito in Inghilterra
per le incomprensioni che trovava in
Italia, perfeziono la scoperta di Artom. Il
radiogoniometro di Marconi riusciva a
captare segnali debolissimi, ricercava ed
intercettava le diverse emissioni elettro-
magnetiche individuandone la direzione
di provenienza e, quindi, mediante
triangolazioni, riusciva a trovare la posi-
zione esatta delle stazioni emittenti. Cosi
il radiogoniometro divento lo strumento
a doppio uso dei servizi d’informazione:
serviva al controspionaggio per trovare
gli esatti luoghi da dove le spie trasmet-
tevano e serviva allo spionaggio perché,
localizzando una stazione emittente dal
territorio avversario, che coincideva
quasi sempre con la radio di un alto co-
mando militare, significava individuare
la localitd dove si trovava lo stesso co-
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mando. Cosi, trovando tutte le stazioni
radio, lo spionaggio aveva il quadro
completo e abbastanza preciso della li-
nea del fronte nemico.

Con quel tipo di radiogoniometro si po-
teva gia riconoscere se la stazione che
emetteva, ora da una localitd ora da
un’altra, era la stessa oppure no. Co-

sicché, se era la stessa, seguendo lo spo- -

stamento delle emissioni o tracciando su
una carta topografica questi spostamen-
ti, era possibile conoscere i movimenti
delle truppe nemiche.

Cio rese edotti tutti i Servizi d’informa-
zione della necessita di trovare metodi di
disturbo e dette un enorme impulso alla
tecnica di costruzione di apparati radio,
radiogoniometri e accessori sempre piu
sofisticati e soprattutto di dimensioni tali
da essere messi in valige da viaggio mol-
to ridotte (tipo gli attuali «24 ore») e in-
seriti nei palloni e nei dirigibili.

Quando i tedeschi capirono (fine del
1912) che una guerra con I'Inghilterra
sarebbe stata inevitabile e a vicina sca-
denza decisero che un’operazione neces-
saria era quella di bombardare Londra
con gli «Zeppelin». Iniziarono cosi nel
1913 con palloni e dirigibili operazioni di
ricognizione sull’Isola. I motivi princi-
pali erano: risolvere il problema della
navigazione per raggiungere I’obiettivo
di notte, tenendo conto che, in tempo di
guerra, le cittd sarebbero state comple-
tamente oscurate; cercare di ottenere con
i radiogoniometri installati sui palloni e
sui dirigibili la intercettazione delle radio
militari usate dall’Inghilterra verso la
Germania e viceversa. _
Fu perfezionando questo sistema di in-
tercettazione che i tedeschi risolsero il
problema della navigazione notturna.
Usando le stazioni radiogoniometriche a
terra in Germania e quelle in volo, si
accorsero che la navigazione astronomi-
ca (impossibile ovviamente quando c’e-
rano nuvole o nebbia) poteva essere so-

stituita con 1 radiogoniometri, ma pur-
troppo sorse un nuovo problema. La
guida a grande distanza non dava rile-
vamenti precisi o comunque tali da ga-
rantire un effettivo arrivo dei dirigibili
sugli obiettivi da bombardare.

Si rese cosi necessario I'invio di agenti
segreti tedeschi in Inghilterra che vi
giunsero con ogni mezzo, anche atter-
rando con palloni (soprattutto poi quan-
do scoppio la guerra). Ognuno di loro
aveva un apparato radiogoniometrico di
quelli a misure ridotte. Comunque do-
vevano essere riforniti ogni tanto, sia di
denaro, di pezzi di ricambio € per scam-
biarsi messaggi in codice con i quali lo
stato maggiore tedesco chiedeva infor-
mazioni e gli agenti gliele inviavano.
Quando scoppio la guerra il sistema
escogitato dai tedeschi (che si erano si-
stemati in una villa alla periferia di
Londra) funziond a meraviglia. Infatti,
prima dell’inizio del conflitto, durante i
voli notturni di ricognizione dei dirigibili
«Zeppelin» sulla capitale inglese, gli
agenti li rilevavano via radio (cioé per
mezzo di un trasmettitore installato a
bordo del dirigibile) e quindi, emettendo
un segnale che veniva captato dai ricevi-
tori sugli «Zeppelin» riuscivano a gui-
darli con sufficiente precisione sugli
obiettivi da colpire. -

L’espediente funziond per qualche tem-
po dopo l'inizio della guerra ma poi,
quando la sorveglianza aumentod anche
nel settore delle emissioni elettromagne-
tiche e soprattutto il controspionaggio
inglese si accorse che le trasmissioni da
Londra aumentavano prima dei bom-
bardamenti, capirono che i due fatti
(trasmissioni radio ¢ bombardamenti)
erano strettamente connessi.

Fu abbastanza facile per il controspio-
naggio individuare da dove gli agenti te-
deschi guidavano i dirigibili e cio grazie
al radiogoniometro perfezionato da
Marconi sfruttando il metodo ideato dal

Alla fine del secolo XIX apparirono i primi dirigibili simili a grossi obici. In coincidenza gli Stati
Uniti e 'Europa furono sorvolate da strani oggetti di origine sconosciuta.

prof. Artom. Infatti i dirigibili trasmet-
tevano sempre sulla medesima frequen-
za.

Eppure una volta individuati gli agenti,
le stazioni tedesche non furono smantel-
late. Anzi il controspionaggio inglese se
ne servi per mandarg fuqrigotta i dirigi-
bili che, cosi, credevano di bombardare
Londra o qualche obiettivo vitale e, in-
vece, sganciavano le bombe in mare
aperto. -

Quando poi decisero che questo gioco
non valeva pil la candela, allora gli in-
glesi giocarono un tiro mancino ai tede-
schi. Approntato un aeroporto di fortuna
vicino alle coste del Mare del Nord vi
fecero affluire una squadriglia di aerei
da caccia e quando si accorsero che era in
corso una grossa operazione di bombar-
damento fecero navigare gli «Zeppelin»
ad alcune centinaia di metri dall’aero-
porto da dove, nel frattempo, erano de-
collati i caccia. Fu una strage di dirigibili
che, da allora, non furono pit impiegati.
Ma la necessita aguzza I'ingegno. Nel
frattempo, infatti, i tedeschi avevano
subdorato che qualcosa non andava piu
come al solito ed avevano perfezionato
un aereo, il «Gotha», che prese il posto
degli «Zeppelin» mentre quest’ultimi,
sempre insieme ai palloni, vennero da
allora usati esclusivamente per la rico-
gnizione. '

- Da un esame della casistica relativa agli

«airship» si ricava una interessante con-
statazione. La percentuale di fenomeni
anomali rimasti inesplicabili risulta
molto bassa. Supera di poco il 2 per cen-
to. Si ripete cosi quello che & accaduto
quando mi sono occupato degli RPV co-
me possibili cause della osservazione di
UFO. Come ho infatti scritto pil volte
sul GdM e nel ‘mio libro «UFO: arma
segreta», dopo avere accertato I’esistenza
della serie degli RPV, la percentuale di
presunti UFO ¢ calata nettamente rag-
giungendo il 2-2,5 per cento.

Tutto questo ha un preciso ed . interes-
sante significato: sia nel periodo dei co-
siddetti «airship» sia nel periodo ufolo-
gico contemporaneo la percentuale di
casi che possono ritenersi UFO ¢ identi-
ca.

Siccome il dato da me ricavato viene da
un esame delle notizie riportate sugli
«airship» da giornali e libri che si sono
occupati dell’argomento, sarebbe vera-
mente interessante sapere che cosa ne
pensano gli «addetti ai lavori». Soprat-
tutto, ben lieto di essere smentito su
questo strano dato che si ripete.e molto
piti lieto se qualcuno potra inviarmi dati
e notizie che confegmandQuesto mio 1i-
sultato.

Marcello Coppétti '
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dont j'ai eu connaissance. Lorsqu’jl yja lieu, les
contradictions entre sources sor¥Zindiquées,
qu’elles portent sur la localisation spatio-
temporelle ou sur des détails de |'observatoin.

J’ai opté pour un classement strictement
chronologique, parce qu'il est neutre vis-a-vis des
hypothéses, qu’il met immédiatement en évi-
dence d’éventuelles vagues et qu’une subdivision
en types de traces aurait été passablement arbi-
traire (d'autant plus qu’existent des cas, certes
trés rares, ou plus d’un type de traces ont été
relevées).

Comme on le constatera, les informations
dont je dispose se raménent parfois a fort peu de
choses : pour une quinzaine de cas, je n'ai stric-
tement qu’un lieu et une date trouvés dans une
liste et aucun détail sur la substance de I'obser-
vation, car je n'ai pas encore pu mettre la main
sur les références mentionnées. Je serais donc
trés reconnaissant a tout lecteur qui, ayant acces
a des sources dont je ne dispose pas, pourrait
compléter ma documentation sur I'un ou l"autre
cas du présent catalogue et aussi, bien entendu,
porter 8 ma connaissance des cas de ce type qui
m’auraient totalement échappé. Si ces.renseigne-
ments complémentaires revétent une certaine
importance, ils pourraient faire |I'objet d"un sup-
plément au catalogue qui serait pyblié dans
LDLN.

1) Girard (lllinois, USA), 12 avril 1897
SS———

Le premier cas a proprement parler ufologi-
que se situe pendant la fameuse vague d’obser-
vations ‘‘d’airships’’ du printemps 1897 aux
Etats-Unis. A 18 heures ce jour-1a, I'opérateur de
nuit du télégraphe de Girard est prévenu par un
collegue d'une ville voisine que |“airship venait de
passer et se dirigeait vers Girard. Un_ quart
d'heure plus tard, il voit passer le mystérieux
engin, en forme de cigare et muni d'appendices
latéraux, qui se rapprochait du sol. Avec trois
autres personnes, il se met a suivre |'engin, qui
disparait derriére un bosquet. Avant qu'ils y par-
viennent, |'objet s’envole et ils peuvent aperce-
voir des occupants a bord. Ayant néanmoins
poursuivi leur marche jusqu’au lieu d’atterrissage
supposeé, ils peuvent ““remarquer sur le sol des
empreintes de pas d’hommes. Elles ne se trou-
vaient pas n'importe ou et il était évident qu’elles
avaient été faites par les occupants de la machine
qui avaient d0 sauter du bord pour procéder & un
probable régiage quelconque’’. Aucun autre
détail n'étant donné sur les traces, peut-on sup-
poser qu’il s'agissait de chaussures tout a fait
normales ?

C’est Jean Sider (53) qui donne le récit le
plus complet de ce cas, qui vient s’intercaler

| J-Ocr £6
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entre d’autres observations, doNT U eoTre

rissage quelques kilomeétres plus au sud. Comme
ces différentes observations s’enchainent logi-
quement, du point de vue horaire et géographi-
que, et vu le nombre de témoins, honorabiement
connus, Sider conclut gu’'il est difficile d'imagi-
ner un canular.

Jacques Vallée (36, cas 15) et Ted Phillips
(19, p. 3) citent également le cas, mais parlent
simplement de ‘‘traces sur une grande surface’’.

2) Saginaw (Michigan, USA), peu avant le
1er mai 182;.

Toujours pendant la vague de 1897, le Sagi-
naw Evening News (journal qui a rapporté de
nombreuses histoires dairship) du 1¢r mai relate
la découverte d’'une ‘‘chaussure de proportions
gigantesques’’ prés d'une ligne de chemin de fer,
cette curieuse trouvaille étant, bien entendu, sup-
posée étre tombée d'un “navire aérien’’ (54).

Comme il fallait s’y attendre, on ne nous pré-
cise pas ce que cette godasse est devenue... Je
conceéde qu’il ne s’agit pas la vraiment d'une
trace de pas : le seul lien (ténu) avec le sujet qui
nous occupe est que cette chaussure aurait pu
étre al'origine d’une telle trace... En outre, Jean
Sider, qui est assurément le meilleur connaisseur
francais de la vague de 1897, m’a confié que ce
cas était pour lui peu sérieux. Si j'ai néanmoins
évoqué cette affaire, c'est par souci d’étre le plus
complet possible et aussi, avouerai-je pour intro-
duire une note d’humour trop rare a mon sens
dans la presse ufologique.

3) Monts Sikota Alin (Extréme-Orient russe),
11 juillet 1908.

L'explorateur russe V.K. Arsenyev raconte,
dans un livre publié & Vladivostok en 1947, avoir
observé prés de I'embouchure de lariviere Gobilli,
dans cette chaine de montagnes paraliéle a la
c6te de la mer du Japon, ‘‘une marque sur le sen-
tier qui était trés semblable a I'empreinte de pas
d’'un homme’’. Son chien se mit & grogner et on
entendit quelque chose bouger dans les buissons.
Apres quelques minutes d'immohilité, 'homme
lanca une pierre en direction de |"animal inconnu.
Alors se fit entendre un battement dailes et une
grande forme émergea du brouillard pour s’envo-
ler par-dessus la riviére, ol la brume se referma
bientdt sur elle. L'explorateur ayant raconté cet
incident & des habitants de la région, ceux-ci se
lancérent dans un récit animé a propos d'un
homme qui pouvait voler dans les airs. Les chas-
seurs observaient souvent ses traces, qui appa-
raissaient et disparaissaient soudainement. La
seule explication possible était, disaient-ils, que
cet “"homme’’ se posait sur le sol, puis s’élevait
a nouveay dans l'air (55).

LDLN
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QUINCY ALLIGATOR
Making Things Lively About the Marsh Lately.

Saturday's Kenton Daily Democrat says: The people in the vicin.
ity of the Scioto Marsh are in a great state of excitement because
of the appearance of an alligator in a swanp near Foraker., It was:
first seen Wednesday by 8ome boys who were hunting, They were badly
frightened and reported their discovery., A search was made but it
was not seen again until Friday. It is probable that the alligator
%s one that escaped from the park at Quincy a few weeks &go.

1

i Logan County Index, April 8
{ (Log ounty - Index, l%ﬁ%? )

a AIR SHIPS ARE NOW A FAD

«e.0n April 5 people at Nashville, Illinois, saw something that
some thought was a balloon, while others were sure it was a flying
machine, Two days later a doctor at Vinton, Iowa, reported that he
and his family heard the air ship "swishing through the air" and that
he saw it flying against the wind.... and Northwood, a town near the
Minneapolis state line, reported the machj
k [}pril 8].

IGNACIO DARNAUDE ROJAS-MARCOS
Cabeza del Rey Don Pedro, 9 - (2.2 B)

ANDERSON PEOP 41004 - SEVILLA (Spain)
Claim to Have Seen the Strange Flying Machine
Recently.
...Parties in another section of the city, among them Deputy
Clerk Fulton, state that they saw it early Friday morning.

(Toledo Blade, April 12)

(Cincinnati Enquirer, April- 15)

Platte City, Mo,, April 12.--~The town was roused Saturday night
at 10 o'clock by tinkling of bells overhead., Every one rushed out
doors. Suspended Jn mid ajr was an object over 100 feet long and 20
wide. Iwo jmmense fins on either side of it moved up and down.

(Columbus Press, April 12)

Saw a Man In it.
SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE EXJUIRER,

LAGRANGE, IND,, April 12.--The mysterious airship which has been
hovering over Chicago fcr the past few days was visible here early
last night, It came from & westerly direction, and then, turning
southwest for awhile, howvsred over this section, and then turned and
went toward Chisago. The powerful telescope at the How Militarg
Schogl, at Lima, was turned on it, and the proiessor in charge decla-

res he could distinguish a figure moving a bout.
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BHIHF 15 2 PARBTP - VIDUEST W
(Complled bv Jede rom research by Wal Director, MIDWEST
UFO NETWORK)

DATE - LOCATION - DAXLLOCAﬁ TIME - DESCRIPTION (ACTION) - WITNESSES - SOURCE

41 - Galesburg, Mich. ~ Thu/2200 - High flyover, voices - x - (A)

4.5 - Nashville, I11.” - Monf2000 = Flyover - x --(A)
4.6 -~ Omaha, Nebr. - Tue/2100 - Maneuvered - Kiplinger, Hawks, Bearket Hospe, Diet:
Funkhauser, Guion, Newville - (A)
47 = Violf Creek Township, Ia. - Wed/Nite - landed, animal reaction - Butler - (B)
4L-8 - Btwn. West Liberty & Cedar Rapids,” Ia. - Thu/1930 -.low, paced train - x - (A)
4-8 - Solon, Ia. ~ Thu/2030 - Slow flyby - x - (4)
4-8 - Belle Plaine, Ia. -~ Thu/2100 - Mareuvered - x - (A) :
4-8 - Cedar Rapids, Ja. - Thu/2100 - Slow oscillating flyby - x - (&)
4-8 ~ Northwood, Ia. =-.Thuf2230 - Slow oscillating flyby - x - (A)
410 - Quincy, Ill.,- Sat/2300 Maneuvered - x - (4)
4-11 - Milwaukee, Wisc. -.Sun/Daybrk - Maneuvered - x ~ (B) - -
41l - Milwaukee, Wisc. - Sun/2100 ~ Hovered, occupants seen - Mayer - (B)
4-11 - Pavillion, Mich. - Sun/Late PM - Flyover, explosion, objects recovered - Somers,
Chadburn, Wallace - (B) :
“4<12 - Burlingtong Ia. - Mon/AM - Paced train - Bullard - (B)
4-12. - Bloomington; I1l. - Mon/1200 - Flyover - (B)
412 « Appleton, Wisc. - Mon/Nite - Maneuvered - Lumn = (A)
412 ~ Nilwood, Ill. - Mon/1500 - Landed - Street, Tuples, Mbtcalf - ()
4-12 - Green Ridge, I1l. - Mon/Aft - Landed, occupants seeh =~ X = (A)
412 - Sherman, I1l. ~ Mor/2000 - Flyby = x & (A)- : S
412 - Williamsville, I11l. - Mon/2045 - Flyby = x - (A) :
4-15 - Springfield, I1l. - Thu/1200 - Landed; c¢onwrersed océupants - Winkle, Hull ~ (B)

L-15 - Perry Springs, Ill. - Thu/2100 - Maneuvered, paced train - Malley, Cupps Lusk,
Lawson, Peacock - (4) -
416 - Astoria, I1l. - Thu/x - Flyover, ‘note- found - Swearengen - (B) :
426 - Yates Center, Kans. - Mon/Day - Occupants see, cow m1551ng-remalns found -
Hamilton, Thomas - (B) _
(4): Quiney Morning Whig (B): Q!_J;mcv Daily Herald

SIGHTING REPORT gggm’ Y
1964 - 1968 N ‘
(Compiled by J.J. Clark from research by Jerry Johnson,‘WASRON)

DATE - LOCATION - DAY/LOCAL TIME - DESCRIPTION (ACTIO&),- WIPNESSES - {SOURCE

4-24 - Socorro, N.M. - Fri/Aft. - Landed, occupants seen - Zamorra - (A)
4-25-27 - BEspanola, N.M. - x ~ Ground marks, UFO sighted - Vigil - (A)
4<26 - la Madera, N.M. - Sun/x - Landed, ground marks - x -(x)
4-30 - Baker, Ca. -~ Thu/Day ~ Landed, ground marks - Biggs, Ayres - (A)
6-29 - Lavonia, Ga. - Mon/x - Buzzed car, physiological effects - x - (X)
6-8 ~ Boston, Mass. - x ~ . Possible ldanding - x ~ (%) '
9~5 ~ Glassboro, N.J. - Sat/x - Landed, ground marks = x = (x)
L 629~ Patuxent Navy Air Base, .}Md. - Tue/x - Flyover, radar - x - (x)
965:
7- - Lima, Peru - x - Landed, ground marks - x - (B)
7(?) - Warminster, Engl. x - Hovered - x - (A) ; :
7-3 - Antartica, Avgefitiné Navy Base - Sat/x - Maneuvered: Fhoto..-~.x = (B)JJg:.

7-9 - Azores Islands, Pacific - Fri/x - Hovered. E-M effect - x - (A)
7-12 - Oporto, Portugal - Mon/x - Flyby - Fernandes - (B)

7-13 - Wynnewood, Okla. - Tue/AM - Flyover. Radar -~ Sikes - (B)

2.17 - Colonia & Buenos Aires. Arcentina - Sat/x - Manonwaw~2 -



7-31 -

o I —-3”
Hobbs, Carlsbad, Artasia, New Mex. = Sat/2020-2100 - Flyover - x - (B)

July to Sept. - Near Mexico City, Mex. - x - Deluge of reporis, many with occupants

- 8-1
8.2
8-2
8-2

8-11
8-31
9-3

9-16
10-7
12-7 -
1966:

3-1 -
3-20 -

3-21
3-21 -
3-22 -
3-23 -

3-27 -
3-27 -

3-28 -
329 -
3-30 -

3-31 -
L2 -
Loly . «
417 ~
h.25 -
7-25 =
10-12-
10-27-
11-7 -
11-18-

196?‘u

1-9
2«2
3-1
3=-1
L2y <
6-28 -
9-7 -
1968
2.4
3-3
3-21
-7
-5
123 -

_Dallas, Tex, = Mon/0139 - Possible landing - Charba - (A)

seen = x - (B)

Central Okla. - Sun/2100 - Formation flight, radar - x - (A)

Dallas, Tex. - Mon/AM - Flyover, radar - x - (4,B)

Garland, Tex. - Mon/0100 - Hovered - Bostic - (B)

McAllen, Tex. - Mbn/2145 - Formation flight, landed, recovered. Doughnut shape,
silver dollar size = x =« x

Paris, Tex.(?) - Wed/x - Hovered, man shot at it - x =)A)

Warminster, Engl. < Tue/0155 -~ Exploslon, cloud, UFO ascended from center ~x~(B)

Exeter, New Hamp. - Fri/0200 -~ Hovered - x - x -

Pretoria, So. Afr. - Thu/2400 - Landed, ground marks - x - (B)

New York, N.Y. - x/AM - Blackout, Hovered, "swoke® - Whitman - (A)

No. Mexico - x = Many reports. Photo -« x - (B)

\

Tulsa, Okla. - Tue/x = Photo - Tinker - x
Ann Arbor (nr. Dexter), Mich. - Sunf2000 - Low flyby, plus formation fllght -
x - (4)

- Hillsdale, Mich. - Mon/x - Landed, ground marks - x - (A)

Dallas, Tex. - Mon/2030-2100 - High flight - Choate - (A)

Trinidad, Colo. - Tue/x - Several flyby -~ x - x

Temple, Okla. - Wed/0500 - Landed, marking on side, occupant seen - Laxson,
Anderson ~ (A,B) . , C

Columbus, Ga. - Sun/0530 - Flyover, radar - x -(A) R

Nr. New Orleans, la. - x ~ Explosion, pieces landed (over Army restricted area),
Radar - x -~ (4) ' o

Ann Arbor, Mich. and area - Mbn/x - Many, low fllght -x~(B) .

Houston, Tex. - Tub/x - Collided with car, dents - x - (KLIF, radio)

Dallas, Tex. - Wed/x - Low flight, swirled water in swimming nool, overturned
garbage cans - Kerpsey - (KLIF, radio) .

Dallas, Tex. - Thu/2400-0400 - Many, maneuvered - x - (4,B)

Dallas, Tex. ~ S5at/0520 - Hovered - Xing - (A)

Ravenna, Ohio - Sun/AM - Car chased UFO, Phots ="x - n)
Florida - Mon/x - Plane chased ¥FO - Goy. Burns - x
Atlanta, Ga. - Mon/x - Several flyover - Bennet - x
Johnson City, Tenn. - Wed/Eve - Sky hover. Telescope. Angel hair -~ x = X
Riverhead, N.Y. - Thu/2400 - Hovered - x - (A) .
Kingsport, Tenn. - x - Flyby - Dolen - . (4)

Dallas, Tex. - Fr1/2h00-0300 - FLyby -x-x

Mt. Clemens, Mich. - Mon/1430 - Hovered: Fhoto - Jaros*aw - (A,B)
Nr. Wharton, Tex. - x - Low, maneuvered - x ~ (B)

No. Houston, Tex. - x ~ Hovered low -.Kaiser - (A)

Nr. Piggott, Ark. - Flyby - x < (4)

Monroce, No. Car. - Mon/Eve - Paced car. Hovered - YJhitney - (ﬂ)
New Castle; Pa. - Weéd/x "~ Hovered. Photos - Kozora - x

Alamosa, Colo. = Thu/x = Flyover. Snippy found.6round marks - King - (A)

e

Dallas, Tex. = Sun/2000 - Slcw filyby - x .= (A,B)

Indiana & Tenn. - Sun/2145 < Flyover - x - (B) )

Alamosa, Colo. - Thu/x ~ Low, maneuvered - NlChOLQS - X

Seautle, Wash. - Sun/Nite - Formation flight, waneuvered - x - (E)

Madrid, Spain - Thu/Aftn - Hovered (ballcon?) - x ~ (B) '

Houston, Tex: = Sun/1615 -.Low flyby. Angel hair = x - x
(A):°Dallas. Tines Herald (B): Dallas Times News
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He was somewha% put out. by the statements whlch were made in soma of the morning
papers and declared that many which were attributed to him were: false. - :
"] have never seen the air-ship in my 1ife," he said, Mand I know very little

about it. A very wealthy acquaintance of mine called on me about a week ago and asked .
me to draw up, papers for a practical patent on an air-ship. I believe him to bs . __;
thoroughly sane, and listened with interest as he discussed the apparatus. However,, '
from his description I could not draw up the papers without first’ having a personal
knowledge from a model. He left me and promised to return today w1th a model to show .
me. So far he has not appeared.” .
The attorney refused to give any names whatever, or enter into the details of the ,
supposed invention. He said the meiter was as mmch a mystery to him as to many others.'
- Up to a late hour the inventor failed to mater rialize with his model. |

SEEKING THE_PATENT
Inquiry Is Made Among The Various Attorneys At thhlngton : -
Washington, Nove 23 (AP) - At the Patent Office today nothing could be 1earned of o
an appllcatlon for a patent on the flying machine alleged to be making successful
fllghts i1 thé’ rieighborhood of Sacramento.
“The" rules ‘of the' office forbid any disclosure of names of applicants or the
character of inventions for which they seek protection. e
Inqulry among the patent attorneys known to control the Pacific Coast bu31ness, :
failed to disclose any knowledge of the alleged success in aeronautics. :
Professor Langley, of the Smithsonian Institution, who has experlmented sc;entlflf
cally for some time to demonstrate the best methods of solving the question of aerial
navigation, excused himself from discussing the matter. His manner indicated plalnly
that he. gave little credence to the Sacramento reports. (Oakland Tribune, Oak.and,
Callf. ﬂggw‘ »96) =to be continued

g-ar

ENIGMATOLCGICAL SURVEY
-Paul Braczyk

Roy Norton s article MOWUMENTS TO UFO SPACE PIONEERS? in the June/?Z SAGA is a
good article about the enigmatic Egyptian pyramids although, it seems to me, that he
doesn®t tell us anythlng we already didn®t know, and what he does tell us, does not -
live up to what we expect from the title. of the article. lMr. Norton states that he
went to Egypt on assignment from SAGA. Well, SAGA could have saved quite a bundle by
visiting their local library; they would have gleaned all the same facts,-and perhaps
a few more. Now I am-not trying to say that the facts are not interesting - for they
certainly are - and so is this article. The thing is, ‘that from the title of the
article we are led to believe that we are about to be told new revelations concerning
the pyramids and their comnection to UFOs. Uhfortunately, the only references to UFOs
we find are quotes from Morris Jessup’s THE CASE FOR UFOs (sic) which was-first pub-
lished in 1955, and a re-hash of the contactee claims of Reinhold Schriidte.

A calm port in the storm-tossed seas of re-hash is Ivan Sanderson®s latest enigma-
tologlcal ‘offort INVESTIGATING THE UNEXPLAINED: A compendium of Disquieting kysterles
Of the Natural World. I suppose that if Mr. Sanderson can't come up with original

material, as director of The Society for the Investigation of the Unexplained, no one

can. There are all kinds of goodies in this book, "including all kinds of "extras® that
you alﬂays want to see included in books of this type but never are, e.g. good references
appendices, charts, diagrams, photos, etc. Vritten in the true fortean. vein, the book
contains what can only be described as forteana; monster revorts, sicy falJS, spuntaneous
human combustion, and’'so on and, so forthse. I can truthfully say that this is ope of
the best beooks that I h@ye readllately. It is available th"ough Publishers Sewxvice .
Company, 485 Main Strect, Fori Lee,»‘oJ. 07024 for - $7:95 + 55 poot ge. or in your
local bookstore (PTenSch Hall :is ‘the publlsher). U

Follow1ng my policy of brnngingto you inforpation” concernlng new. and 1nterast1ng&w
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.torney Collins' Stof'y Is Bel:xeved” By H:{‘s’ 'F*iends o S <

'23 Nov 18 6_e Oak'land, Gallf . (Mon/1900) (1&) —
: ; a huge airship has been nover:mg over Oakland for” the 1ast few nlgh‘bs has in
v'the minds ‘of nmany been conclus:u.vely provena A nuber of persons whose: integrity is
u'lquestlonable have seen the stranze nav.;g“tor of the alr and th:Ls nunber :’mcluae., many
whose Sk°pu101\:m has been pronouncodo e

ot Last. ‘evening at about 7230 :0%clock, the passengers on an Ala-neda car Were ‘startled
by ‘the sight of a brilliant stream of light high in the heavens:off in the direction of
Hayward. The paszengers dlstlnctly saw the oﬁt.tines of an airship and watched i'te il
'muneuvers high in the skics. :
~%° The ship resembles a huge blrd in its outlines and seemed to rise and fall in its
coursce A iizht streamed from the head of the ship, throwing a white stre’tm of- vht
for several hundred yards,

As the outlines of the airship were plainly discerned. The passenaers in- the .
street car became greatly excited. The phenomenon had first been noted by a manwho,
‘hadg’ been ’dly watchﬂng ths heavens. As sdon as he perceived the light he att ra"ted the
gtiention of the other passengers and all intensely interssted, wztched the" pecullav-
machlne as it .made its way through the- :skiess It was high in the heavens- and-*aprpeared
to be-of huge size. When first seen it seemed to be floating over San Leandro. It:
movéd I‘ap.Lleg going at least twenty miles an hour. It shot acrcss the skies to the
nor't,l'rwesi,° then tu-rved nulcklv and dissppeared in the direction of Hoywarde

. Not only was, the airship seen, by the passengers, but many other residents of this
c:.ty dlstlnetly saw ‘the brilliant light and the huge bird-1iks body floating in mid~air.
None of ths spec»atoro were acquainted with each o&wr and yet their stories are:st art-
llngly s;ml'l ar, agreeing-as to time, direction "of the airship and description. .These
facts-leave little doubt. in the minds of many people uhat a successful a;rshz,p has been
1nvented and is nav1gat1nr the heavense .. ...—. - ==t

Mss Wilson, "a déughisr “of Captain W:Llson of.ths pol:n.ce foresy and her: frﬁ:énd‘ Miss
Hunter, are amcng those who viewsd the strenge” sighte ' The two friends acccmpaniea
‘another young .n.ady to the street car about 7 P.M. yesterday, when their attention was
attracted by the pecul;ar light in the skies. The huge bird-like body frow which the
'hght emanated was cleariy visible and both young lacles are positive that it -was an
alrshlpa Tt followed the same courss as deseribed by the passengers on the Alemeda. car.

‘Other Caklendsrs bsar similar testimony. Cfficer Carson was stertled by the
strange sn.ght and his story is not to be shaken by scoffers. [Eis experlence was 1_|.ke“
others.

 Attorney A. A. Moore told a Trlbune repor*er this mo“nlno' that At‘bovney Geov-g'e D, -
Collins of Alameda informed him (Mocrs) - two Cays ago that a sucnessful airchip hed been
4invented and that the inventor was a client of Collins. The story of its aerial navie
gations was a fact; he declared, and uhe publlc Would learn more concern,mg :Lt 1n a f°W
Qaya.

A clerk in Attorney Colllns" offlce corroborated this statement and alsa sald thau
it was a fact that the airship has been nav:Lgat:mg the heavens. above Oakland, Hayward
and vicinity. He furthermore added that the airship left that evening for Los l\ngeles.
This will account for its maneuvers. J.ast evevung Waen it was seen kover;u-b in:the nortna.
weste’ - -l “ CoT L s

As all the persons relatlng the accounts of the alrshlp are renutable. persons, a’
general belief in the story is gai ning -grounds ~© "

‘The inventor®s attornsy, George Do Coliins, Wltl‘hcldo hlS cllent's name at p'esent
The machine is run by "m"p'«'ectsod 2ir and gera*“ds its oun e_,cct,“‘tm*y for the powerful
arc 1i gh.,- Further parti cmaro 1n regard to” \,he invention Mr. Collins declines’ to give
at present. R |

THRGJS A DAMPER . - P S R
W}‘a‘b Attornsy Collins Savs Rugard" ne The - In JertOL L. e e L

~ Avgomey (401-11\;5 who- figures - 1n.tha.airshiv’ aystery, was  interviswed by a Tribune
reporuer “this afterncon with regerd to h:L., c'mnectson w1th "the -affair,
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YOU CAV°T uISS IT - : ’ s %
Just Look At The Sky And You'Will See The - Alrshlp
SO SAY.THE CREDULOUS

It Was In Red Bluff And Also Oakland Last hlght
EXPERIENCES ARE RELATED

All Sorte of Rumors Are Floating About The Town

_2_5 t\]ov 1895 - Red Bluff- Chico- Leesvlve, Colif. (Wed/2900) - (u) :

.. Red Bluff, Nov. 26 - Many residents assert they saw. the alleged alrshlp 1n,t 57

nenghborhood last evening. - G e w‘- ;
© It was first noticed about 7 oclock, and was thought to. be a partlcularly;bvlght‘ _

star9 but whizh was moving rapidly in a southwesterly dlrectlon teWard* “the . mountalns.'

;. ~ It fianlly disappeared over the mountains. Ty e T
... The summit of the wountains could be -seen above the mysterlous:llght AS,itvmoved
Westo R . c - ' ,.4-‘ I3 ,.‘;, ‘.o, .,;J,,

. Soon’ after 1Ls dlseppearance a tnl—grcm from Cnlco stated the suppoﬂed alrshlp
'had paseed that town scon after 1 o%clock.

. .wAfter it vanished it again passed over Red Bluff, and then a telegram from Lees-
vllle a&ld ‘the supposed airship had come from the direction of Red Bluff, and after
maklng a' few turas hed ratwrned in the direction from which it came.

:Several citizens say that while at the first only a light was visible, that later
the body of an egg shaped object was visible moving qulckly throuzh the air.

The theory that it was a star was rejected because. of 1ts dls+1nctly rocklng
motlon, which was like the motlon made'by a'kites ‘

-SEEN IN OAKJAND '
:Mhhv Believe In The Mvsterv Recite ‘thsir PersonaT Exveriences

Oakl.-..nd, Calif. (Ued/l815) (b) -

“The fact that what was apparently the same myeterlous object, is clalmed to have
been seen earlier.in the evening by a large number of Oazklanders, causes eome doubt to
arise in the minds of many.

~The meteoric disply which an astronomer predicted for the 13th of this monLh, has
been brought into the case and now it is being claimed that the visions ars nothi
less than meteors and comets which are partlﬂlpatlng in Heaven's pyrotechnic dlsplay
ohe by ons.

Charles White of East Oakland says he is n051t1ve he saw the air ship last night.
He crossed on the 6:15 o®clock ferry .from San Firancisco and says that while on the
cable car to the .boat .a number cf passengzrs noticed what appeared to be the myaterlous
visitor in the heavens near South San Francisco. It rapidly approached and. raced ths
boat across the bay, bealing it sc badly that it was hovering over Alameda by'tne tine
the boat docked. From the train the passengers saw the light continuing in-the:same
direction and later when cn an Eighth street electric car could plalnly dlscern 1t
though then the object was far distant. : -t

A. Be Parker, conductor of the car, corroborates the story, for. héy, Wlth a.number
of others watched the strange thing witil it disavpeared from view.

A smzll-gized scare was uuamted todey, when the present 1ocatlon of the alrshlp
was said to be in Alameda. A visit to the location described revealea nothing but the
remains of an exnefemvntal torpedo boat rhich had been buwiit some years 250

The unccrtc;nfj of the thing has been causing mich-spsculation,. and now the stveets
are - llned with an 1nqa151t1ve Lhrong, all gaz1ng heuveruerd. {Oakland, Tribune, Ockliand,

,allf., ?5 Nov. 1896) > TR R N N
L e lu?;‘;?“ L A S ST
A A R e i R B RERE : A
el doa |

K LN S B



- Thls is the final 1nstalltrent of the groun Qf hlstorlcal cllpmngs submitted
' ' _._.Donald H. “hite of Oakland Ca:llfornia. ‘ ‘ .

’ 1S*oné conflrned °keptlc in regard to the airshiv. He is Professor Burck- .
ha™Bhabot, .OEServacory. His time has been taken uv lately by persons who -are
o; 1gﬁﬁt’ aerial machine through the telescope. uany persons have advanced
Kt ;qy the .airship is a clever advertising dodge of some gas company that is
Tboom 4 gl kind of illuminating gas. Professor Burckhalter laughs at this
ﬁ@gﬁﬁ%ﬁ§ hers .
. b ﬂg%%g ere any airship I would turn the telescove on it, you may be sure,” -
} 2 ' dkhalter today. that neonle have been taking for the brilliant electrlc
L f& 4Q§r§h;p is nothing more or less than one of the two planets, Mars- or Venus.
2ple, e wdst, to baLeve in the airship, and it is astonishing the way they deceiva ‘-th.em—-
'§Q1;5Ven A5 as brilliant as an arc light and does move very slowly through 4he - -
é‘«":’ Angoae who pays a little attention to the heavens might be deceived into}
bel 9v1ng it an electric light gleamlng through the clouds. Last Saturday night When
“there was such excitement over the airshion, what neorﬂe were looking at was the p%gnet
« mars, which appsared very brilliant that evening. ‘;*
"The theor1es in xegqrd to the airchip are pure 1mag1nat10n. If there were qny

- ‘e

are, I belleve, vure fakes.” (Oakland Tribune, OakAand, Calif., 30 Yov 1896)
SAYS HE SAT IT - Case Gillson Gives a Granhﬂc Description of the Airship ST
HE WATCHED IT MOVING - It Was About 1500 .Feet Above the Level Ground BRI
SIDE PROPELLERS WORKED - It %Was Cigar Shaned With a Tail Like a Fish's et

26 Nov 1896 - Oakland, Calif. (Thu/2000)- (u)

The alrshlo has again been careering through Oakland atmosphere, and has even
permitted a favored few to catch a gllmpsp of its metal sides and vatent wings. Those
who have seen it refuse to believe that they were misled by their imaginalions.or -have
mistaken Mars or Venus for electric light streaming from the fancied head of a mythical
airship. ‘ : , x :

Jdow a young electrician of this city declares on his work of honor, that he has
seen the airship at close range, aund describes its exact apnearance. The young man is
Case Gillson, a son of Professor,g;llggg, ex-Suverintendent_¢f Schools and vrinsipal
of the Normal Training School. His testimony is supported by other young men who saw
-the 5T7angé @erial navigatcr at the same time.,

B ;11150n and his friends saw the airshin twice during last Thursday evening, at 8
and 8:30 P.M. The skies were perrectly clear, and.a.strong northwest wind was blowing.
Thé. airship was moving rapidly from the southeast towards the north in the teeth of ths
wlnd.-vNo llght was visible, merely the weird peculiar body silhouetted against the
cIear skies. Case Gillson, his small brother and the Petah brothers distinctly saw the

.ﬁstrange 81ght, and Gillson describes its appearacce very grapaically.

=" ¢, “The airship was moving very rapidly from the scutheast towards Lorin, and not a
llthﬂnan visible,* said Gillson. “Tt was about 1,000 or 1,500 feet in the air and
looked like a'great black cigar with a fish-like tall. If it had side propcliers, they
Jwere revoiving so rapidiy-that I could not see them. The body was at least 100 Lee+
lqng and attached to it was a,trlangular tail, one apex being attached to the main body
The»surface of. the airship looked as-if it were made of aluminum, whlch _exposure to

s. w,hﬁ' e,pd weathot: had'tumed dark ) Tiga all ihis d* &’hinctly, and.I dn WilJ.:: ng to- take
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woathtothe tmth.of%§tlsay. ;l:‘,i‘st‘ : ' Co
: The airship weht at -g tremendous speed. < As- 11: neared Lor:m 1t turned qu;Lckly and o ‘
disappeared in the d:l.rect10~1°“of San Franc:gsco.* ‘AL, half past 8 we saw it aga:m .when 1‘0
took about the same direction.and disappeared. . : SR
*T have studied the subject of airships to a certa:m ex‘tent and I sse "nag,re'asdn, '
why one should not be successful. I know that I was not mletaken about the‘airsh‘i,p’ hd
took a kite for the real thing. It was an airship, of that I am conv:mced.\;,. e o ;i
- " Gillson has some ideas of his own on the construction of airshins, and. s;l.nce“.f.r 3@t
ing the strange objects in the skies has become more enthusiastic thay - ever._..;' T
Percy Drew was another individual favored with a glimpse of the’ a‘irshln';.”’
~1t visited Oakland Saturday night. It then carried a red light and. movad‘m.t : .ts
usual quickness. Both young men agreé that the ship was of enormous- siz@, ;
least 100 feet in length. Gillson thinks nitrogen gas is used to 111’1; the
that Fargo electric batteries su’oply the vrovelling nower. % e
" ;Gillson is at present the only nerson who has openly declared tﬁét‘ he ma;g‘_l
_-v;.sible on a clear night. Its previous appearances have been on- cloudy,“obsc
‘yhén persons may have been misled by taklng stars for electric lights. and' yad a3 ,p;n
' he shadowy form of an airshil. Gillson is also an amateur astronomer, Ant aéelmas
‘ tha.t fe could not mistake a star or a cloud for an airship. He belieyss ‘ﬂtét‘ﬁ'% ,}
French.made a partial success of an airship in 1888 it is not surprising that Amé;:.
enterprise has perfected nlans for a machine which is now successfully nav1g‘a:‘b:lng th"
aﬁmosnhere. ‘Why the machine does not appear in the daylight no one seeums 'to know, and
l:untll 1t does unbelievers will continue to scoff.
HG : BOUT THIS? - A San Josean Declares That He Travelled on the Ship
' oV’ 1896 - San Francisco, Calif. (Thu/Day)-(I-2$) -
.-The -.¢champion airship story of the season is told by John A. Horen, an electrician
he ;employ of the Electric Improvement Co. of this vplace (San Jose).
‘!',,Horen says he has a patent on an electric platinum speaking apparatus, and by
' app01ntment he went to .San Francisco Thusday to see the invento of the airship who
w:.shed to see the apparatus.
RS Sald ‘Horen: "Je went on horseback to a po:mt on Sandy Beach where the szirship was,
gp‘t aboard and rose very high.
" #The height was registered by a meter on the ship.
“The inventor does not count the distance traveled by miles, but by degrees after
-"1ee.v1ng ‘the starting point.
© ' UThursday afternoon we traveled westward before day, and the next morning saw
‘lights. The inventor said they were the lights of Honolulu.
 "Je ‘turned east and Saturday evening about dark landed near where we started.
-#The ‘airship arose by means of two propellers, the movement was noisleless and
swifte -
"T@,_,ig_entor is 45 years old, but I cannot now tell any news, but the motive
power is not steam or electricity.
It is a wonderful machine and can be stopped and made to stand still in the alr
anywhere. It comes down as lightly as a feather.® :
Horen lives at the New York Exchange Hotel and went to San Francisco ‘Thursday.
Some Seéem to glve credence to his story, and all admire his ability as an accom'o-
lished story teller, and say he has a magnlflcent immagination. . -
He sticks to his story. :
He bears the name of a hard—worklng sober man.

bin

@*_TG‘ "ATOLOGICAL SURVEY
—PauJ. B aczvk

The August/72 issue of SAGA contalns an article by Rlchard Winer. tltled BERLUDK ;
TRIANGLE-~-UFO TILIGHT ZONE. Nr.fhner beglns the artdecle by chastls:mg "other ' ™ «

aut‘hors " for "borrowing Lhewr facts’ from 'orevaods works and research (Vlncem, Gaddls"'
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Q - ’ *‘ o 9q sloe ' .
contactee mate;ial I'wouid 1£ie~f£%;enuion a'book called THE SHOCK;NG»TRUTH by Albert

Coe. . The "etozyllne" is familiar enough = Earthllng stumbles- across being frem another
planet who takes.him into confidence ‘and reveals the usual conuactee-type stuff - the
difference, and there IS-.a difference, is #hat Albert Coe is exceptionally articulate
and his story has no religious overtonss. These two facts alone cause the reader to
sit up and take notice. Could it be that Albert Coe is telling it as it happened? I

don®t know, but he teils it like it did. Another unusual thing is the quzlity of the
illustrations; usually 1y the author scratches scﬁetnlng out and labels it "%flying saucer®
or "Venusian® or something, but here we have some of the most artistic sketches.that I
have seen in gny book, let alcne a contactee-oriented one. These were done by Thomas
Lulevitchs. ante a curious book, this. one! "It is availesble through Franklin O. Pease,
P. O. Box 413, Philadelphia, -PA 19125 for: $5.95 + .75¢ shlpplng and handling - Pennsyl-
vanla yesidents must add 0364 saleo tax.' o

' Fo¥ the past faw manths I have been mentloning UFO books published by Exposition
Press.. Fo¥ anyons interested in their material I would also like to mention that
large ‘catalogue -of ‘books is available by dropping -a note to Exposition Press Inc., 50
Jeridho ‘Turnpike, Jericho, New Ybrk 11733 And you" know you don‘t hardly get nuttin'
for free these days.

. John Keel's ANOMALY has changed its imege somewhat in issue number 7, 1t is now’
subtltled %A Journal of Forteana" and has the look of a professional magaziné. Thﬂs
one is also freel Send a 9 X 12 manila enV°1one, self-addrecsed and stamped-with- .16¢
pOstage to Specialized Research, P.O. Bat 351, Murray Hill Station, New Yerk, N.Y.
10006, for your copy. I suppcse, that ‘the ""gimmick® here, if you can call 1t that is
that Keel uses this magazine for gatherlng material for his books. .

You may recall reading: .about some, ”Vlklng runestones® found at Popham Beach,

Malne awhile back 'in the vapers. If you are a pre~Columbian discovery of America buff, ;
you .might 1like to getia copy of THE SPIRIT POND RUNESTONES published by the ‘New England
Antiqultles Research.Associations’ This" cgntalns all the up~-to-date info on the rune-
stones, includinhg photographs . and .maps. ' ‘To’ hon~tivubers:. of..the, .association it.sells. for.-
$2.00 and is available from NEARA, 4 Smith St¢, Milford, NeH., 03055. If you are
interested in unusual archeology you might consider joining. NEARA. erte uO Andrew
Rothovius at the above address for details.

. -The June/72 issué of FATE, contains two good articles of interest to enigmatolo-
glsts' A FLAP OF GquING CPOSQES by David Techter and ON THE.TRAIL OF-PUMAS AND UlAs
(unjdentlfled leaping -animals ~- a touch of keel ian Humor. thora) by Jerome Clar& and
Loren Coleman. - P,

THE OQUTSIDERS: True Documented Accounts of Thelr Actlv1tles is.a new nlcely-
printed bulietin: belng put out by Robort Goerman. = This first ic sue contains some MIB
material and an 1nteresting piece on how to turn your TV set 1nto a UFQ de%ector. The
subscription rates .are $4.00 per year for four, L-page issues: THE OUTSTDERS, 615 Earl
Avenue, New Kensington, PA.15068. K A

THE FLITTERING FINGER OF FORTEANA This ‘month's poison progectlle goes to Wilfred
Grist of Devises, England. Why you say? ~'Simply because Grist's horde ‘of’ 968 pigs ate
Brlan King®s airplane! They also ate four gates,:two-and-a-half tons of hay, ‘a hay
wagon, 30 asbestos sheets, half-a-ton of cattle food, electric wires and .damaged three
acres of pasture land, but tha*'s another Storyececeess

Sk

CLIPPING THE NEWS

UFO_R! RE"ORTS : . ‘ B
8 Jan i%71 - Tafe VieJO, Tucuman, Argentina (Sat/Day)- (143%) - UFQ_TANDS--LFAVES TRACES
A fa“meﬁ and his nephsw work1ng in the fields sighted a myuterlous obJGct ‘which
settled to. the. grouna, ‘burning pastures, part of a cornfield, and dried up lomon plantse.
he obJect was shaped like two diches joined at the rius, and eritted a whistle %like
‘he’ windj® its. lower part. wes reddish and its upper part,. wkence .emerged. 2 antennae in
“he form of a Vy appeared to be aiuminum like an airplane’s fuselage. It was 2 meters
.n dlameter and 1 meter in helght was very flaty and 2 dCK“deJndUISo ThéJ s2id that
-hey had been afraid. and +tnus had not attempted 'to -approach . it. ‘Jitness Andres Angonio
oTez, 34 who is in charge of ihu ALbarto ZoAaOba estaue, said tha "thl“"" se“tl d
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;"YOU CAN®T MISS IT - S SR o
.+ " Jusi Look At The Sky And You W:.ll See The- A:Lrsh:\.p
% . S0 SAY.THE CREDULOUS

~It Was In Red Bluff And Also Oakland Last Night
*  EXPERIEINCES ARE RELATED
N All Sorts of Rumors Are Floating About _The Totm

4 . Red Bluff- Chico- Leesv:.l‘!e Cal1f. (Wed/: g900) - (4) S
»d. Bluff, Nove 26 - Many residents assert they saw. the alleged airshlp
ne:tghhcrhood last evening. : SRR
S It was fnst notlf-ed about 7 o tclock, and was - thought to be a pa i

G It flanlly meaﬁpeared over the mou“talno. ol
w =1 "The summit of the wountains’ could be -seen above the trxyster:'l.cmsL 1i}gh Mﬁﬁe@
K “-1"Westo S ot A'-’ l&'y ‘"0é"#=
, "; ..Soon’ after :L‘LS dlseppearance a telegram from Chlco stated the suppe“ed, ea.rship
" "had passed that town sqon after 1 o%clock.

After it vanished it again passed over Red Bluff, and then a telegram frcm Lees«-
'f.:vi‘lle ‘$aid the’ supposed airship had come from the direction of Red Bluff, and after
ff"ma.ktlng a* fow turns had roturned in the direction from which it came.
:Several citizens say that while at the first only a light was visible, that later
the body of an egg shaped object was visible moving qm.ckly through the air.

' .'The theory that it was a star was rejected beca.use of its d;LS'l“inctly rocking

"'motn.on' which was like the motlon nade By akites ©7 ¢ J
DN, de-H

B _‘;SEEN IN OAI{_AND
. ’mhv Believe In The l\f,vsterv. Recite theg; Persgonal E@rlences

Oaklgnd, Calif. (TIed/ Y- (l!«) . '
S "The fact that what was apparently the same myeter:.ous object, is claimed to have
: been seen earlier.in the evening by a large number of Oaklanders, causes eome doubt to
~ arise in the minds of many.
~~The meteoric disply which an astronomsr predicted for the 13th of this month, has
been brought into the case and now it is being claimed that the visions are nothi
less than meteors and comets which are partlclpatlng in Heaven's pyrotechnic dlsplay
one by ons.
Charles White of East Oakland says he is noeltlve he saw the airship last night.
He crossed on the 6:15 o'clock ferry from San Francisco and says that while on the
cable car to the Jboat ,a number of passengsrs noticed what appeared to be the myaterious
visitor in the heavens near South San Francisco. It rapidly approached and: ‘raced. the
. .boat across the bay, beating it so badly that it was hovering over Alameda by:' fhe "time
B the boat docked. From the train the passengers saw the light continuing in- the : same
dirvection and later when on an Eighth street electric car could plalnly discern 1t
though then the object was far distant. e
A. Bs Parker, conductor of the car, corroborates the story, fer hﬁ) with 8 .number
of others watched the strange thmv until it disappeared from. vlew 5
A small-sized scare was eta“ted today, when the present locatfwn of the airship
was sa:Ld to be in Alameda. A visit to the location described - revee.iled nothing but tne
rema'ms of an experraenta... torpedo boat which had ‘been built some: yea 'S 20
: " The unce rtainlty of the thing has been causing mich- apeculatz 6n,.and now the street
are’ 11ned with an 1nqu1$1t1ve Lhrong, all gaz:mg <heavemrard. o (Opk‘land, 1r1bune, ch.i.a*;d
vcalir., 25 Nov. 1896) R . i A




-

o

'on new and recent UFO 51ghtings to the pang. When ap'oropiiate, the panel will send
experienced rescarchers to probe the sightings on the svot.
A reward of $1,000 will be vpaid by the ENQUIRER, at the discretion of the panel,
for information on cutsanding cases. Where severzl -informants are involved, the
panle will decide on the dlstrlbutlon of the $1,000. The panel®s decision will. be
final. . )
'aié your . evidence to. UFO PROBE, ENQUIRER, 600 South East Coast Avenue, Lantana,
Fla. 3) 2.
This offer shall not be construed as an inducement to betray any military secrets
of the United States. (liztional Bacuiror, Jan 1973) (C s Jo Clark) :

PICTURES OF UFOQ-LIXE CRAFT IN THE WRENCH LiTEEATURE OF THE X*X QENTURY

Our Spanish frisndc Mr. Antonlio Ribera and Mr. Vicente-Juan Ballester O]mos, have
sent us two drawings that show aircraft of the same type we today call UFOs...which -
appeared in two French novels published in 1896 (Figure 1) and 1905 (Figure 2)!

The reproducuxcng belcw have beon copiéd from the Spanish magazine ARGCS, No.,2335,
July 12, 1961,

Flgare 1 is an 11lustration from a ‘novel entitled "The Black Invasion" written by
Captain Driant, a French deputy who died s a hero at Vercun (first world war).‘

Figuve 2 is an ergraving from "The Irnfeynal War", a novel by the Frenchman
Mericant, released in 1905. The riagazine ARGGS says that "it is the flying machine of .
the Capazza {1389)."

The historian might find of potentlal interest this 1nformation that Ribera‘gnd
Ballester Olmos have uncovered for us."

"Data Ner?-davoney 4473 - o -
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896 Oak“Lands Galify' (Mon/l900) (’Jr). ORKLAND mBUMG S
. That a huge airship has. been novering over Oakland for the last few nights- has in
the minds “of many been conclusively provens A number cf persons whose: integrity is
3 u*xquesta.onable have seen the:strange nav.rgc.tor of the a1r and th:r.s number includes ma.ny
wWhose skepticism hes been pronouncodo L
... 'Last-evening at abcut 7230« i0%¢lock," the passengers on. an Alameda car Wére startled
‘ by ‘the sight of a brilliant stream of light high in the heavens:- off in the direction of
‘ Ha*wa de The pe,s..enger" dlst:.nctly saw the oﬁtiines of an airshlp and watched its S
- Maneuvers hi gh in the skios. '
""" The ship resembles a-huge b1rd in its outlines and” seemed to rise and fall in its
course. A ilight streamed from the head of the sh._p, throtn,,ng a Wn:Lte stre-z.m of. llght
for several hundred vards i

“As the outlines of t"xe airship were plainly di scerned. The pessengers Tdns the
street car becams, greatly excited. The vhenomenon had first been noted by -a man ‘who’
‘had been idiy watching the heavens. As soon as ‘he perceived the light he att tracted ‘the
atiention of the other passengers and all intensely interested, watched the- pecpller )
: machipe as it made its way through the 'skiess It was high in the heavens and*appear.ed
to be:of huge size. When first seen it seened to be floating over San Leandroe. It:

* movéd’ raps.dly, going .at least twenty miles an hour. It shot acrecss.the skies to the
northwest. then tx.rned quickly and dissppeared in the direction of Hayward.

. Not only was, the ‘airship: seensby the passencers, but many other residents o:t‘ this
city d1 tlnetly saw the brilliant light and the huge bird-1ike body floating in mid~air.
None of ths specuators were acquainted with each othsr anhd yet their stories are :starte
l:mgly s.tm:\.lar, agreeingras to time, direction "¢f the airship and descriptioh. .Thése .
facts-leave little d,oub in the minds of many people that a successful a.urshi‘p has.been
1nvented and is navigating tne heavense ... ..om. -

Miss Wilson; ‘a déughter of Captein W:Llson. of. the, police ferq’e, angd her. rie nd,. Mise
Hunter, are among those who viewsd the strenge sighte - The two friends accompanisd
‘another young 1ady to the street car about 7 P.M. yesterday, when their attention was —~
attracted by the pecul.Lar 1ight in ths skies. The huge bird-like body fromw which the
l:Lght emanated was clearly visible and both young ladles are positive that it .was an
alrshlpq ‘Tt followed the same courss as described by the passengers on the Alaneda car

g Othe" Daklandsrs bear similar testimonys Officer Corson was stertled by the
strange s1ght and his story is not to be shaken by scoffers. His experlence was 1ike
" otherse

‘Attorney A. As Moore told a Trlbmie reporter this mornlna that Attorney Geerg'e D.
Collins of Alamada informed him (Mooxrs) two days ago that a sucﬂessful airship hed bsen
~invented and that the inventor was a client of Collins. The story of its asrial navi-
‘gations was a fact, he. declared, and uhe publwc would learn more concern_tng it 'fn a few
3ayse

A clerk in Attomey Coll:ms" office corroboreted this statement and also said that
it was a fact that the airship has been nav1gat:lng the heavens. above Oakland, Hayward

~and viecinity. He furtherwore added that the alrshd.p left that evening for Los Angeless
b This will account for its maneuvers. .I.ast even:.ng waen 1t was seen hoveri“g in: the nov'tn
weste: .

As all the persons relatlng the accounts of the alI‘Ship are reputable persons, a’
general belief in the story is gaining-grounds - -

‘The inventor®s attorney, George D. Coliins, Wlthholdo his cllent's name at present
The machine is run ty cor"p:r'essed 2ir 2nd genord atos its owm e]cct“‘w ty for the powerful
arc light. vFuruher particulars in. regard to- uhe 1nveation ‘Mre Collins, dec‘l ines to glve

at present. ";' _DN \‘ 2 L . e E
: v e
THRCWS A DAMPFR oo '4 o ,;':-f
t Attornsy Collins’ Savs Pegardi m:.r The - Invevx nr v Vo B

¢ Y At.,or‘:ey Cel.'.:;.na 5 who- figures ik tho aikshin- mtex?;,* was inte-wvi,ewed by a Tr'ibune
o ra\gorter this af terroon w:t regard to his: c’mnect on with 'the affair, .

- . ‘ . . « & , ",: “’ . é * - .




He was somewrrhhi’h put out . by the statementg. Which wqre made in some oi‘ the morn '
papers and. deolarod that many which were attributed to him were’ false. . - -

"I have never seen the aireship in. my li:t‘e,” ‘He said, ‘7and'I know vory little
about it. A very wealthy acquaintance of mine called on me about & week ago and asked
me to draw up papers for a practical patent on an air-ship. I believe him tobe .
thoroughly sane, and listened with :mt.erest as he ‘discussed the apparatus. However,,
from his description I could not draw up the papers without first having a personal
knowledge from a model. He left me and promised to return today With a model to show
me. So far he has not appeared.”

. The attorney refused to give ahy names whatever, or enter into the details of the

supposed invention. He said the msiter was as mich a mystery to him as to wmany others.

Up toa late hour the inventor failed to materialize with his model. :

Inqulry ‘Is Made Among The Various Attorneys At. Washington .

Washington, Nove 23 (AP) = At the Patent Office today nothing could be learned of :
an applicatlon for a patent on the flying machine alleged to be making successful
flights 4l the! nelghborhood of Sacramento.

“The" niles ‘of -the' office forbid any disclosure of names of appl:.cants or the
charatter of inventions for which they seek protection. Rl
S Inqu:l.ry among the patent attorneys known to control the Pac¢ific Coast bus:mess, ;
failed to disclose any knowledge of the alleged success in aeronautics. , .
" Professor Langley, of the Smithsonian Institution, who has experimented sc1ent1fi- |
. cally for some time to demonstrate the best methods of solving the question of aerial
|\ navigation, excused himself from discussing the matter. His manner indicated pla:mly
that he gave little credence to the Sacramento reports. (Oakland .Tribune, Oakland,
Calif o 23 Nov 1896) : =to be continued
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ENTGMATOLOGICAL SURVEY
' -Paul Bracasyk

Roy Norton's ar'tlcle MONUMENTS TO UFO SPACE PIONEERS? in the June/?2 SAGA is a
good article about the enigmatic Egyptian pyramids although, it seems to we, that he -y
doesn't tell us any‘hhing we already didn®t know, and what he does tell us, does not =
live up to what we expect from the title. of the article. Mr. Norton states that he .
went to Egypt on assignment from SAGA. Well SAGA could have saved quite a bundle by
visiting their local library; they would have gleaned all the same facts, and perhaps
a few mores Now I am-not trying to say that the facts are not interesting - for they
certainly are - and so is this article. The thing is, that from the title of the
article we are led to believe that we are about to be told new revelations concerning
the pyram:l.ds and their connection to UFOs. Unfortunately, +the only references to UFOs
we find are quotes from Morris Jessup’s THE CASE FOR UFOs {(sic) which was first pub-.
lished in 1955, and a re-hash of the contactee claims of Reinhold Schmidt. )

A calm port in the storm-tossed seas of re-hash is Ivan Sanderson®s latest enigma-
tological ‘6ffort INVESTIGATING THE UNEXPLAINED: A compendium of Disquieting Mysteries
Of the Natural World. I suppose that if Mr. Sanderson can't come up with original
material, as. .director of The Society for the Investigation of the Unexplained, no one
can. There are all kinds of goodies in this book, including all kinds of "extras® that
you always want to see included in ‘books of this type but never.are, e.g. good references.
- appendices, charts, diagrams, photos, etc. Written in the true fortean. vein,- the book
contains what can only be described as forteana; monster reports, sky falls spontaneous
. human combustion, and'so on and, so forthses I can truthfully say that ‘this is ‘one of
the best books that I haye read lately. Tt is available through Publishers -Sexvice .
Company, 485 Main Street, Fort Lee, Nede 07024 for $7.95 + .)5 po.;t ge or in your
local bookstore (Pren ice ‘Hall ds- thqa publisher). i

Follow1ng my pollcy of bzvlngirgtb‘you ini:ormatlon concerning new. and interesting &
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¥ g{;L?. TALFS - The Astronomers, He Sald, Have Not Noted Anyth:mg Unusual
QUHERS:SA - He says the Present Theories Are All Pure Fakes )

.;;Callfmmna | ]:>‘fJ‘-‘ 4ﬁ‘ - 32

(S #0368 conf:trned skeptic in regard to the airshlp. He is Professor Burck
abo:t, QEBServatory. His time has been taken up lately by persons who -are
7 e, -ae*n..l machine through the telescope. Many persons have advanced
‘1rsh1’p is a clever adverticing dodge of some gas company that is
oy thkj nd of illuminating gas. Professor Burckhalter laughs at this
Y go SFS e 5
-'grg aiprship I would turn the telescove on it, you may be sure, nt ;)f
. ?3. ter today. ‘*What weonle have been taking for the brilliant elec‘brﬂ
3 1s nothing more or less than one of the two planets, Mars- or Venus!
to- bﬁLeve in the airship, and it is astonishing the way they deceive %
is as brilliant as an arc light and does move very slowly through f.he
: \ 'ne who pays a little attention to the heavens might be deceived intp: AR
8 e'v‘ing 1t an electric light gleaming through the clouds. Last Saturday night M
there was such excitement over the airshivn, what people were looking at was t,hg

\ ™ lars, which apnsared very brilliant that evening. s x?‘i*,‘ E;
A The theories in regard to the airchip are pure imagination. If thore WO, ‘hhy

strange objects in the heavens, we would certainly know if it, and all these thear;lqg;
are, I believe, pure fakes.” (Oakland Tribune, Oaklahd, Calif oy 30 Nov 1896)

--ndb-A--‘n--

SIDE PROPELIERS UQRK"“D - I‘t Was Clga.r Shaped With a Tail Like a Fish's

26 Nov é8§6 - Oakland, Calif. (Thu/2000)-(4) ‘ B

T ship has again been careering through Oakland atmosphere, and has even
permitted a favored few to catch a glimpse of its metal sides and patent wings. ‘Those
who have seen it refuse to believe that they were misled by thsir 1mag.mah10ns or: have
mistaken Mars or Venus for eiecctric light streaming from the fancied head of a. my‘tn'n;éa
airshipe.

Now a young electrician of this city declares on his work of honor, that hé"h’as
seen the airship at close range, and describes its exact apmearance. The young man is
Case Gillson, a son of Professor Gillson, ex-Superintepdent of Se *hools and-nrincipal
of the Normal Trainin School. His testimony is supported by other young men who saw
:.the\—'f'"ance'ﬁemai navigatcr at the same times

Gillson and his friends saw the airshin twice durlng last Thursday evening, at 8
angi §:30 P.M. The skies were perrectly clear, and a strong northwest wind was blowing
Thé a:rahlo was moving rapidly from the southeast towards the north in the teeth of th
w:,nd. » o light was visible, merely the weird peculiar body silhoustted against the
-clear skies. Case Gillson, his small brother and the Petah brothers' dlstlnctly saw th
*st’ngnge sight, and Gillson describes its appearance very grapnically.

-“riewh, “The airship was moving very rapldly from the scutheast towards Lorin, and not a
hgh’c“fmq visible,® said Gillson. “It was about 1,000 or 1,500 feet in the air and
looked like a great black cigar with a fish-like ta:.l. If it had side propeliers, the;
Ywgre revqiving §o.rapidiy-that I could not see them. The body was at least 100 feet
;ang and -attached to it was a triangular tail, one apex being attached to the main bod;

surface of.; izh‘e airship’ Jooked as if it were made of aluminum, which exposure to
r,'ié’ a.rid wec.’;.heif 'had tumed dark. I saw. all -'thls dléthmtly, a.nd Iam wgl.:.:.ng to take

,'h» O&
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jtook about the same direof,lon 3hd dlsappeared. .

- .why one should not be successful. I know that I was not mistaken about-

RO f'*; . ,
“oath to the & \oﬂ,
 The airship wé £ at §

1! H perty: 3 As - it? neared Lorin it turqd\? uickl’y ahd
disappeared in the dis ~ec’c.1qn of San Frq:ncn‘sc

r"1"~Mz half’ past 8 we saw again,‘ whbr;‘ 1’o
"T have studied the subject of airships to a oertain ext.ent, .and T 4?

took a kite for the real thing. It was an airship, of that I am convinc
SV "Gillson has some ideas of his own on the construction of. alrshlnsm
‘ ing the strange objects in the skies has become more enthusiastic¢ thay
. Percy Drew was another iridividual favored with a glimpse of . the . Psh
"4t visited Oakland Saturday night. It then carried a red light and.’ ROV
usual quickness. Both young men agree that the ship was of enormoys- $17
least 100 feet in length. Gillson thinks nitrogen gas is used to 115”
" that Fargo electric batteries supply the vprovelling nower.
"~ .Gillson is at present the only mnerson who has openly declared ‘6"
sible on a clear night. TIts previous appearances have been on; ‘clot
Sh persons may have been misled by taking stars for electric -lights.s
ho- shadowy form of an airshile Gillson is also an amateur astronomez‘, oae
I;that he could not mistake a star or a cloud for an airship. He belia“vﬁb'%t .
_ eneh mide a partial success of an airship in 1888 it is not surprisid ﬂﬁt ¥
- enterprlse has perfected nlans for a machine which is now successfully ngyi X
gﬁms‘phere. "Why the machine does not appear in_the daylg,ggj; no one seems ﬁo’,kw,
‘\m;bil 1t does unbelievers will continue to scoff. R
THIS? - A San Josean Declares That He Travelled on the Ship
g San Francisco, Calif. (Thu/Day)-(I-2$)
‘champion airship story of the season is told by John A. Horen, an electrician
, ;etrmiov of the Electric Improvement Co. of this place (San Jose).
’Horen says he has a patent on an electric platinum speaking apparatus, and by
ppointment he went to .San Francisco Thusday to see the invento of the airship who
*wi_héd to see the apparatus.
. i.'Said Horen: ™Je went on horseback to a point on Sandy Beach where the sirship Was,
gg‘t ‘abosrd and rose very high.
-+ UThe height was registered by a meter on the ship.
- uThe inventor does not count the distance traveled by miles, but by degrees after
leav1ng ‘the starting point.
* "Thursday afternoon we traveled westward before day, and the next morning saw
'lights. The inventor said they were the lights of Hopolulu.
"' e turned east and Saturday evening about dark landed near where we started.
-The ‘airship arose” by means of two pro opellers; the movement was no:.slelese and

power is not steam or electricity.
uITt is a wonderful machine and can be stopped and made to stand still in the air,
anywhere. It comes down as lightly as a feather.® N
Horen lives ;a;__the New York Exchange Hatel and went to San Francisco Thursday. 0
Some Seem to give credende to his story, and all admire his ablllty as an accdmn-‘-
lished story teller, and: say he has a magnlflcent immaginatione.
He sticks to his story. .
He bears the nams of a hard-—working sober man.

swifte -
'Mentor is 45 years old, but I cannot now tell any news, but the motive \

BTG AFl‘OLOGICAL SURVEY -
. ’-Paul Braczyk PRV e

The August/72 issue of SAGA contalns an article bv Riehard Winer, ti’tled BERMUDAZ} ‘
TRIANGLE--UFQ TWILIGHT ZONE. Mr.;,w.iner begans the artiecle by’ chastlsingw"o;her L
authors "-for. "borrowing their- fac.‘t.s fror&ﬂrﬁv:l,ous works reseamh (Vn.nc‘é*nt Gadd'is"
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Locatlon One-fourth drstanCe from New‘York City to

Swansea, England. - - QRO 15 U EEe t
Observation: Laden w1th tm, the vessel left Swansea on"
January 28th and during its 20-day voyage met all kinds of . -

adverse weather. Chief Officer.'Ellis--and * Second Officer -

Dechle watched as a blinding flash of light blazed upon ‘the
truck of the forémast: Then, with a sharp crack of lightning
and the sound of splinitering wood, the truck split in'two and
fell on the deck, and a big spliniter of the foretopmast came
clattering after. Wigh, hot ball, two feet in
diameter ran down the fore uickly and gleamed with an
intense white-light, as though metal heated to its highest

int. It'illuminated the mast and rigging with a strange
ghostly light and then struck the deck, bursting into a thou-

brilliant fragments like a big rocket. Splinters -were

strewed on deck, with' the ruins of the hlghly omamental
truck. i

~Comments: This is clearly an 1nc1dent of ball hghtnmg that
occurred durmg adverse weather condmons :

Case v
Vessel: Willkommen (German oil tank steam;r) 45

«=®) Date: 17 November 1896 1896 (after mxdmght)

Weather: Heavy seas ‘

Location: Latitude 48 °10 ‘N, longitude 44 °W

Observations: Arriving at New York City from Danzig,
Poland, with 6,000 bags of beet sugar, Captain Schaeffer
reported that a huge meteor shot across the sky from the

- southeast to the northwest plunging, hissing into the sea some
distance ahead of the steamer. Almost immedia after-

wards, a huge sea, like a tidal wave, broke over the vessel’s
bow and swept aft, doing but slight damage. -
Comments: This close encounter with a meteor at sea by

the Willkommen, -may have been a straggler belonging to the .

Leonid meteor shower that was due on the morning of the
13th of that month, arriving several days later after the main
stream had passed the earth—a consideration that has some
merit to explain its appearance.

CaseV

Vessel Cawdor (British)®

- Date: 20 August ‘lﬁﬁﬁ

Weather: Electrical storm

Location: Coast of Chile

Observations: Arriving in San Francisco, Cahfomra from
Swansea, England, on Nov. 20th after crossing Cape Horn
on August 12th. All hands were on deck when a huge meteor
flashed across the heavens and plunged into the sea close to
the vessel to the concern of the %&Emmmion
Water was churned up and swept over the deck with a strong
Sulphurousjodor hanging around the vessel. -

Commer?s:: A meteor having an odor-that may have been
Qenerated during its passage through the atmosphere is itself a
rare event. But that it had come so close to causing a disaster
at'sea keeps butting the statrstrcal odds for such possrble coin-
crdences .

iAT

Case VI
Vessel Supply (United States)”
‘Date: 28 February 1904 (6:10 a.m.)
Weather: Clouds, less than a mile high

Pursuit 68

: I.%uon Latttude 35°58 N, longltude 128 °36 W,
* Observatrons"Lteutenant Fran’k!-l *Schoﬁeldvicomm L

M@?M*?ﬁ ,.z?’i nia, and two bthers reported three meteors appearmg near the{

horizon below the clouds 3travelmg m a group from the north-

- is'as follows: RS PEERE SR SR 2 ;
o SAt first thetr angular motion was tapid and color a’
" rather bright red.-As they approached the shlp they ap-

““peared to soar, passing above the clouds at an elev‘ uon
of about forty-ﬁve degreés,” " -

o7 ““After rising above the clouds their angular motion
‘became less and less until it ceased, when they appeared **
to be moving directly away from the earth at an-eleva-
tion of about seventy-five degrees and in'a direction,
west-northwest. It was noted that the color became less?
pronounced as the meteors gamed in angular
elevation.” e ‘
Schofield added to his comments. about the most

remarkable size and how in formation these meteors flew.

The largest meteor had an apparent area of ‘about six suns -

and was egg shaped, with the sharper end forward. This end
was jagged. The second appeared to be twice the size of the
sun; the third about sun size and both these -were round.
Comments: Meteors do occasionally fly parallel with the
earth and sometimes skim the earth’s atmosphere to fly back
into outer space again. But meteors, if Schofield’s description

is correct, do not fly upwards! Whether this'‘was some-

unusual atmosp maly Is debatable, but it should be
taken into consideration. '
Case VII

Vessel: St. Andrew (Phoenix Line)8?

Date: 30 October 1906 (Half an hour before sunset)

Weather: Cloudy

Location: 60 miles eastward of Cape Race. .

Observations: First Officer V. Spencer, on board the vessel
enroute from Antwerp, Belgium, to Hoboken, New Jersey,
told in detail of his observation of four meteors:

“I was standing on the bridge at half-past five, when

I saw three meteors ahead about three miles away, flash

as they fell, although it was before sundown. The sky

was clouded and I had hardly noticed the fall of the

meteors when the chief engineer crled out from below
on deck, ‘Look at that.’

““There, off to the south on our port beam, was a big
meteor falling plainly less than a mile away. It appeared

to be saucer shaped and showed like a white hot coal

streame shower of reddish fire fully a mile long.

While we were looking j ed, I suppos-

ed on account of its shape, andwmﬁ_ea. Up

rose clouds of steam and the sea boiled for a space fully
five or six hundred feet in diameter for several minutes.

““While the flight lasted only a few seconds, it seemed
an hour, we saw it so plainly, and had it struck our ship

it would have melted its way down through the steel

hull and sent us without a moment’s warning to the bot-

tom.’

Comments: A zigzagging meteor that was saucer shaped, is
indeed, an unusal celestial anomaly. That it was able to boil
thesea where it had struck for a considerable area and amount
of time is also interesting. Though in this instance, the vessel
was a safe distance away and ‘was not, fortunately, placed in
any immediate danger. As there were also three other meteors
seen to fall before its appearance, it can be safely concluded

Seco. 4 Quarter 1988
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troduction to the subject for the

budding Fortean, and may even provide a

.

Despite its flaws, however, I think that
sive in

this book would serve as a nice, inexpen-
few hours' pleasant reading for the more

advanced student.
David Hricenak, Pennsylvania.
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Writing in the MUFON UFO
Journal (No. 172, June 1982) Dr. Louis
Walker states:

...I chose to believe the vast majority of
what [ read (about the 1896/1897 airships in
the contemporary newspapers). It is much
more reasonable to believe that nearly all
the newspapers in the country are reporting
what the populace believes rather than
stories conceived in the minds of
newspaper employees.

My first reaction was incredulity. A
cursory examination shows this
skepticism to be fully justified. For
instance, the New York Times of
October 6, 1897 reports (under the title
“Will Try His Airship”) that “..‘Gus’
Whitehead, an ingenious, young
mechanic” would fly “his forty-second
airship” on Sunday next.

Alas, nothing further was recorded
of this determined — if not quite
ingenious — young man. It should be
noted that, despite the title — or,

Y Lk )

By William H. Banks

rather, how it sounds today —
Whitehead’s airship was a small glider
and no pretense was made otherwise.
The basic importance of this forgotten
(if ever real) feat to UFOlogy is the
deadly serious tone of the article and
the amorphous nature of the term
“airship” in the 19th Century press.
With such caveats in mind, let us
consider the specifics of Dr. Winkler’s
airships.

Most prominent among these is an
airship story appearing in the N.Y.
Times of December 2, 1897. Dr.
Winkler apparently is willing to
consider Sir Hiram Maxim as the
inventor of an “airship,” which made a
“round-trip flight between San
Francisco and Cleveland in three days
in the summer of 1897.” Assuming a

- perfect crow’s flight, this would require

an average speed of over 100 mph: a
performance that no subsequent lighter
than air machine ever achieved as a
maximum speed! Alas, nert}}er Sir

1.896 -7
AIRSHIPS? NO!

Hiram nor the Times ever again
referred to this epochal achievement.

In fact, the Maxim design is
reminiscent of one proposed by a “C.A.
Smith,” as recounted in the San
Francisco Call of November 25, 1896.1
The “technical” (Dr. Winkler’s term)
details are all but identical. Oddly,
however, there is no mention of the
leadership of the world famed Maxim. A
strange reticence, n'est pas? This
“Maximally” important article from the
Times, contradicting as it does all
subsequent aviation histories, is worthy
of close scrutiny. For example,

It has at last been discovered who the
incorporators of the Atlantic and Pacific
Aefial Navigation Company are. The
company, which is offered by C.A. Smith,
President (sic), and M.A. Terry, Secretary
(sic), both of San Francisco, was organized
to manufacture the air-ship of Hiram S.
Maxim, inventor of the Maxim gun.

(continued on next page)

UFO FLASHBACK _
Printed in

They gave detalls of a large white light,
When the alrborne object turned,

a white light.

ept. 14, 1897 issue of The Hamilton Spectator, an
article reported that C.W. Spéﬂﬂgr, superintendent of the eastemdivi-
sion of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and his assistant, Thomas Hay,
were "admiring the clear, starlit heavens" from the observation car,
near Gravel River, Ont., when they saw "A something in the sky."

and above it a2 red and.
the red.light becam&

blue and a "row of our lights was seen terminated by a ¢circle or €l-

lipse of a dozen 1ights

the air ship."

A1l the elements of other-world mystery Were there

in the midst of which was the dark body of

but the ob- I

servers were not taken in by science fiction, then in 1ts infancy in

those days.

1 The paper reported that the lights had the
’“1 ness of acetylene or electric light'.

other opinion than that it was an air ship."

Spencer and Hay '
The writer concluded:

steady clear-
'ecould form no
1] It

1s quite possible that some inventor has set to work quietly:and unos-
tentatiously and thus put his theories into practice in the world; and
if he hasn't come to grief in the wilds of Lake Superior, we shall
soon know that air navigetion has been accomplished on Canadian terri-
tory." (Wingham Advance-Times,Ont., July 27, 1967) CL

33%S ~ Fell 1967 7
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Airships? Continued

“At last” the “incorporators” have been
“discovered!” As the identities of the
APANC founders were printed in the
Crocker Langley San Francisco (City)
Director of April 1897, this is fair
warning that the Times’, anonymous
“persons connected with the company”
were untrustworthy. Or worse.

The Crocker Langley series offers
a small insight into the workings of
APANC. The firm did not exist as of the
spring of 1896, but arose after the
publicity of the original California
airship sightings. In 1896, Charles A.
Smith was listed in the directory as a
“physician.” The 1897 edition,
published in April of that year, finds him
president of APANC. May of 1898 finds
Smith still listed as head of the
struggling enterprise, but the
corporation is now located in the
residence of its new secretary, John E.
Morson. By 1899, the end has come and

Dr. Smith has returned to the healing -

arts.
Thus, the Times story ran as the

company’s dissolution neared. Most -

probably, Maxim and the secret flight
were introduced by the “persons” in a
last attempt to bilk a few dollars more.
Those with lingering doubts should
study the purported engineering with

...naptha for the (lone!) engine ....(to)... be
stored in cases, which are supposed to be
enough to drive the ship around the earth
without replenishing the tanks.

If Mr. Berliner? is skeptical of this
material, his suspicions are only too
well founded!

Writing previously in the March
issue of the Journal (No. 169), Dr.
Winkler correctly identifies the craft of
“Prof. Barnard” as being powered by a
bicycle drive device — powered by the
pilot’s legs! Small wonder its
performance had been “achieved or
excelled by at least fifty other
contrivances! ” In passing it should be
noted that the speed of the Barnard
ship, as given in the article, is
comparable with that of the first
dirigible ever to successfully return to
its place of launch. This latter, La
France, was quickly scrapped because
it was unable to fly except on the
calmest of days. However admirable

Barnard’s pluck, a successful flight
would only have been luck: such an
“airship” holds no answers for
UFOlogy.

The Pegasus letter (or letters?) is
mentioned by Dr. Winkler as having
wide currency in the contemporary
press. This is an especially interesting
craft with a speed of 150 m.p.h. — and
steam power. As John A. Keel acidly
notes, here is an answer as to why
UFOs are so often reported taking on
water?> An apparently unrelated
message of distress from “The Airship
Travelers” — Arthur B. Coats of
Laurel, Miss., C.C. Harris of Gulfport,
Miss., and C.W. Rich of Richburg,
Miss., received no acknowledgment
from their “people.”4 Other airship tales
abound, but — regardless of the
number of “details” — there is no
objective confirmation. _

With my own (cautious) attitude
made plain, here are a (very) few words
of encouragement for the romantics.
My own great-grandfather was
supposedly waved to from a passing
airship. A dirigible would often move up
and down in a choppy motion in even
moderate weather; this does inevitably
bring to mind the familiar “falling leaf

motion.” Wwas
reported with particulars startlingly like

those which later afflicted hydrogen lift
lighter-than-air craft (LTA’s).5

For historical research, the New
York Times is normally the newspaper
of first choice, as the “old girl” is
indexed back to 1853. Unfortunately,
“she” has always had an aversion for
man-bites-dog stories, so UFO reports
are few and far between (try “airship,”
“balloon,” etc. in the Index volumes).
Those wishing to research 19th
Century airships should consult
Gregory’s Union List of Newspapers
1821-1936 and Newpapers on
Microfilm; these will indicate which
newspapers near the incident have
survived. Normally, the local library will
be able to order a microfilm copy free or
at very nominal cost. Unhappily, not all
newspapers circulate — even on
microfilm — while others have never
been copied. And remember that the
Union List was printed over 40 years
ago!

In summary, unsubstantiated
news accounts of successful airships

prove nothing. Chapter 10 of Daniel
Cohen’s book demonstrates that
science fiction hoaxes were hardly
unknown in the 19th Century U.S.
press. And liars, of course. If not for
Jerome Clark, the Hamilton
“cownapping” would still be regarded
as a connection between the murkier
side of UFOs, then and now. Those
unwilling to trust skeptic Cohen on the
condition of the period press are
referred to the journalism department
of the local college or university.

As for a secret invention, Cohen
convincingly quotes Thomas Edison,
“It is absurd to imagine that a man
would construct a successful airship
and keep the matter secret.”s Any suc
device would have had to elude aviatio:
historians for more than 80 years. Th
National Security Agency would gap
in admiration at such a shroud o
secrecy. Airships? To quote Scrooge,
“Bah, humbug!”

A Note on Dr. Winkler’s Notes

There is an apparent discrepancy
in the dates attributed to the New York
Times: the NYT Index for 1894-1898
lists stories about Barnard as appearing
on May 7 and May 11. Nonetheless, |
was unable to find the latter on the
microfilm copy. Could the citations for
“Tribune” and NYT have been
confused? For those wishing to check
further, see page 722 of the Index
volume under “airships.”
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UFOs OVER ARKANSAS: PART I

Bennie Chalker and his 16-year-old
son, Brent, were sitting in the living

room of their home on Chapel Hill, 3
miles north of Nashville, Arkansas,
enjoying the peace and quiet of the
evening. The day was Tuesday,
February 3, 1981. The duties of the
day had been accomplished and its
cares set aside, and dusk had settled
down from the sky to rest for the
night on the woods and hills. Wife
and mother, Bonnie Chalker, was in
Texarkana but would soon come
home to join Bennie and Brent. All
was well.

Then it struck them! The
thundering-earthquaking charge of a
freight train but magnified many
times louder was right over their
house! Bennie and son dashed out the
door to see a huge “boomerang” of
orange-red lights slowly flying nor-
thward at a low altitude of 100 to 200
feet. After observing the other-world
visitor for about 2 minutes, they
drove their pick-up to the crest of the
hill by the church there, studying the
apparition for another 7 or 8 minutes.
No figure or outline of the stranger

By William D. Leet
(Arkansas State Director)
(© 1982 by William D. Leet)

could be discerned, but the
boomerang impression was made by
the six rectangular lights. There were
three to the right and three on the
left, but close together and forming
the boomerange shape. No body was
visible, or engines, propellers, tail,
wings, or Federal Aviation
Administration-required navigation
lights. There were no anti-collision
strobe lights which all large aircraft
and most light airplanes display.
You've seen them—they seem to
revolve and zap you right in the eye
with a white flash.

The time of the Chalkers’ sighting
was about 6:45 p.m., and about that
time a Nashville High School teacher

at home saw a similar craft flying nor-
thward.mglﬁy_ﬂl&_ﬂ&h
teacher, Joe Martin, who instructs
Vacational Agriculture, was hunting
a few miles to the north and about
7:00 p.m. observed the northward
course of bodiless rectangular lights,
five in number. Scores, perhaps hun-
dreds, of people saw the out-of-this-

world apparition this recent night, at
Ben Lomond, Nashville, Dierks, Um-

pire, and Langley. It undoubtedly was
an unidentified flying object (UFO).
Where they come from and what
they are nobody knows, but we do
know what they are not. We know
that they are not manmade, and that
they are not natural or normal to our
planet, and that they are under in-
telligent control.

UFOs must be something new,
some people say, coming around
since 1947 when Kenneth Arnold
saw “flying saucers” skipping along
the valley past Mount Rainier in
Washington State, but UFOs have
been with us a long, long time, and
according to documentation quite
awhile in Arkansas.

In the years 1896 and 1897 a
“Great Air SRIp~was seen in the skies
From America’s Pacific Coast to the
East. At that time, dirigibles had not
become operational and there were
no airplanes or-helicopters. Commen-
cing at Sacramento, California, the
flying craft was seen by thousands of
people across the nation all the way

(continued on next page)

Bigfoot, Continued
footprints and they disappear.”

At times, according to Rose, Frank
will be watching TV when suddenly
he will walk outside in a trancelike
state as i ¥ i moned.
Strange things are happening inside
and around their house as well. Dur-
ing one occasion a large bright light
appeared over their house and il-
luminated it, then it suddenly disap-
peaged. Just the opposite occurred

noon as Rose was cleaning, the

[W——_

out a week later when one?ﬁ-ekr\
e

suddenly became pitch black. She \
Rﬁfo)u%sT e 1o Find the sky clear of

clouds and the sun shining brightly. *
When she looked back into the house -

it still remained dagk. "
ew weeks later Rose got up at

about 3 a.m. to get a drink of water.
Suddenly the livingroom lit up like
daylight even through no lights were
switched on. The family members
have heard sounds like someone go-
ing up the stairway, even though no

one was there, and g_;_tra\ngke/sbadma{
figure has crossed their kitchen on

("-_’— . . e
several occasions. The Unidentified

lights have now been seen in daylight
as well as night, and in daylight are so
bright they illuminate nearby trees.
As of March 1982, “Mystery” is
still around. It is now making visits to
both the Simpson and Smith
residents. Our research team is close-
ly monitoring the events, and we
hope to set up remote devices to try
and gather scientific data as the in-
cidents occur. Mrs. Simpson and Mrs.

Smith and other residents in the area
who have experienced some of the
occurrences are genuinely frightened.
Frank feels compelled to find an
answer to "Mystery.” As he stated to
me recently, “I've got this feeling that
he’s going to get me, I'm going to get
him, or we're going to get together.”

(Stan Gordon is the Director of the
Pennsylvania Association For the
Study of the Unexplained, an all-
volunteer, non-profit research unit
made up of specialists from fields of
science, engineering, and medicine,
who are making an openminded
study of unexplained events. The
organization’s mailing address is 6/
Oakhill Avenue, Greensburg, PA
15601.)



Arkansas, Continued

to the Atlantic Coast. According to
the newspaper accounts of the period,
the airship was observed by crowds
of people over San Francisco, St.
Louis, and big cities eastward. On its
course the great airship did not ignore
Arkansans. It was closely observed
and described by some of our
forefathers, one of whom was Cap-
tain James Hooton, the highly
respected conductor on the Iron
Mountain Railroad. For the Arkansas
Gazette of April 22, 1897, Conductor
Hooton provided not only a sketch of
the celebrated airship but a detailed
description of it and its crew as well.
A condensed version of Hooton’s nar-
rative follows.

I had gone down to Texarkana to bring
back a special, and knowing that I would
have some eight to ten hours to spare at
Texarkana, [ went to Homan to do a little
hunting. It was about 3 o'clock in the after-
noon when | reached that place. The sport
was good, and before [ knew it, it was after
6 o'clock when I started to make my way
back toward the railroad station. As [ was
tramping through the brush my attention
was attracted by a familiar sound, a sound
for all the world like the working of an air
pump on a locomotive. | went at once in
the direction of the sound, and there in an
open space of some five or six acres, | saw
the object making the noise.

I decided at once that this was the famous
airship seen by so many people about the
country. There was a medium-sized look-
ing man aboard and T noticed Thatte"was
wearing smoked glasses. He was tinkering
around what seemed to be the back end of
the ship, and as I approached [ was too
dumbfounded to speak. He looked at me in
surprise, and said: “Good day sir: good
day.” I asked: “Is this the air ship?” and he
replied, “Yes, sir.” Whereupon three or
four.other men came out of what was ap-
parently the keel of the ship. A close ex-
amination showed that the keel was divid-
ed into two parts terminating in front like
the sharp edge of a knife, in fact, the entire
front end of the ship terminated in a knife-
like edge, while the sides of the ship bulged
gradually toward the middle, and then
receded.

There were three large wheels on each side
made of some bending metal and arranged
so that they became concave as they mov-
ed forward. “I beg your pardon sir,” I said,
“the noise sounds a good deal like a
Westinghouse air brake.” “Perhaps it does,
my friend: we.are using condensed air and
aeroplanes; but you w?ﬁmmﬁﬁater

on,

THE AIR SHIP AS SKETCMNED BY CAPT. NOOTON.

“All ready, sirl” someone called out, when
the party all disappeared below. I observed
that just in front of each wheel a two-inch
tube began to spurt air on the wheels, and
they commenced revolving. The ship
gradually arose with a hissing sound. The
aeroplanes suddenly sprang forward, tumn-
ing their sharp ends skyward, then the rud-
ders at the end of the ship began to veer to
one side, and the wheels revolved so fast
that one could scarcely see the blades. In
less time than it take to tell you, the ship
had gone out of sight.

This drawing I have made you is the best |
can do under the circumstances. I consider |
was fortunate in seeing the ship. You may
add that she pumped while standing still,
like the air pump of an engine. One par-
ticular feature I remember is that what I
would call the cowcatcher was sharp as the
blade of a knife and almost as pointed as a
needle. There was no bell or bell rope
about the ship that I could discover, like I
should think every well regulated air
locomotive should have.

There are some dubious items in
the good Captain’s account of his
meeting with the airship and its pilot
and crew, such as his observation
about the want of a bell and bell rope.
All the same, the “Great Air Ship”

was seen tens of thousands_ of
- ‘#W
Americans across continent, and

et B e,
Captain Hooton’s description did not

vary noticeably from those of other
witnesses.

The wvave or “flap” of sightings of
the Great Air Ship of 1909-1910 hit
Arkansas in this Arkanisas Gazette item
Dec. 15, 1909:

AIRSHIP FLIES NEAR LITTLE ROCK,
PERHAPS—A.W. Normis of Mablevale,
road overseer of District No. 8, is of the
opinion that an airship passed over his
residence at about 10 o'clock Monday

night. Mr. Norris states that he was stan-
ding in his doorway when a strange light
appeared, apparently about 300 feet above
him, traveling south at a rapid rate of speed
and disappeared a moment or two later in
the darkness. He said that the light had the
appeareance of a searchlight similar to
those used on automobiles and it rose and
fell like a bird in flight. The night was
cloudy, which precludes the possibility of
the light having been a star or any
astronomic phenomena.

The erroneous and sometimes
deceptive " ians” of UFOs did
not have their inception in 1949 with
the Air Force Project Blue Book,
which fronted as an investigative
agency but actually was a propaganda
office debunking UFO reality.
“Balloon” was a standard “explana-
tion” of unearthly UFO activities, as
were “birds,” “temperature inver-
sions,” “sun dogs,” “ball lightning,”
and “swamp gas.” The Times Record of
Fort Smith, however, beat Project
Blue Book to the punch by four
decades with the “balloon” jump:at-
conclusion in its edition of.Dec. 22)
1909.

SAW A FLYING MACHINE—Many
people were interested watchers Wednes-
day about 12 o'clock of a quite large
balloon which sailed over this city at a very
great_height. the pupils of Belle Poi®

?school were suré that it was some of the
“Risted aerial travelers in a flying machine. It
was in reality a tenantless balloon, oblong
in shape and its height from earth was
estimated to be as much as three-fourths of
a mile.

The normal human reaction 73 years
ago to unidentified flying objects, and
that of some people today, is to

(continued on next page)
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dismiss them as familiar, com-
monplace things and go on about
one’s business. There is slight chance
in 1982 of resolving the foregoing
sighting of 1909, but ufologists today
question the newspaper reporter’s
conclusion that the“balloon—almost
4,000 feet above ground level —was
“tenantless;” he stated no way of
knowing this. His remark that the ob-
ject was “oblong” (racetrack-shaped)
indicates that it was not a free
balloon, which would have been
spherical or of teardrop form.

It should be noted that Project Blue
Book was not the first to misinform
the public that UFOs were observed
only by those who had tarried too
long at the bar. The Times Record of
Jan. 20, 1910, carried a tongue in

cheek report of an Arkansas sighting:

Paragould people declare an air ship passed
over their town a few nights ago. The
strange craft was about 1000 feet from the
earth and carried a powerful headlight.
Ships of this kind are common over this
way. They are usually seen by people who
keep late hours,

Three day later, the same paper could
not resist one more bit of editorial
jest:

Why the people of Paragould saw an air
ship the other night is easily explained. The
officers over there are lax in the enforce-
ment of the liquor laws. The objects seen
were only “schooners” floating in an at-
mosphere of scintillating effervescent bub-

bles.

The Arkansas Gazette on Jan. 17,
1910 had reported the Paragould “air-
ship” as carrying three or four
passengers, and that in addition to the
“powerful headlight” it was white and
“brilliantly lighted.” There was con-
jecture by the reporter that the
“strange airship” seen at Paragould
was the same one that passed over
Chattanooga, Tenn., three successive
days. The Jan. 21 edition of the Gazette
made another contribution to the
1909-1910 UFO flap over Arkansas:

MYSTERIOUS AIR SHIP PASSES OVER
MEMPHIS—Darts Across the River and Is
Lost in Arkansas m—iprominent People

See Mysterious Stranger—Special to the

Gazette—Memphis, Tenn., Jan. 20—An
airship passed over Memphis at 8 o'clock
this moming flying east to west by south. It
was seen by Joseph Graham, Jr. of the coun-
ty register’s office, Thomas Boyle, a promi-
nent attorney; Mrs. Virginia Frazer Boyle,
the noted Southern poet and writer, and
others living in the eastern part of the city.

The machine was very high in the air and
seemed traveling at a high rate of speed.
Just after crossing the Mississipgj_river in
Arkansas’ 3ir it veered shightly to the south
and was soon lost.

The airship was, it is estimated going faster
than any railroad train ever traveled.

It is believed by may that it was the Till-
inghast machine, which was seen around
{Boston and cities in Maine several weeks

ago.

The “Tillinghast machine” was the
title given to one or more UFOs
observed nights over Massachusetts

\(not Maine) because a Mr. Wallace E.

illinghast of Worcester, Mass.,
claimed to have invented the

“marvelous aeroplane.” When the

Worcester Board of Trade demanded
that Tillinghast display his “airship” or
shut up, nothing more was heard
from the gentleman.

Research of Arkansas newspapers
discloses no UFO activity in the
state—or at least none reported as
such—from the flap of 1909-1910 un-
til Kenneth Arnold’s historic en-
counter popped the lid off Pandora’s
box of “flying saucers” in 1947. This
writer however, obtained for
(MUFON) the report of a startling in-
trusion which took place Oct. 15,
1935 at Mena in Polk County. Miss
Esther Cherry, music teagher, was sit-
ting on her porch when a strange ob-
ject caught her eye. She relates that “a
round, golden UFO” approached
from her right and hovered about a
minute only 100 feet away from her,
putting her in “a state of cold
paralysis.” Miss Cherry's MUFON
UFO report continues:

My recollections are that [ saw this object
in the distance, and thought it was a falling
star or meteor. Tried to get up out of my
chair and go inside but could not move.
My body became cold, and I could not get
up out of my chair for some time after the
object was out of sight.

Before Kenneth Arnold’s “flying

saucer” confrontation in the valley
near Mt. Rainier, washington, June
24, 1947, there had been numerous
reports during World War 1l of “foo
fighters,” which American In.
telligence thought were advanced
German weapons, and the Germans
believed were secret Americar
weapons. The foo-fighters turned out
to be UFOs, but my B-17 Flying For
tress crew and [ had no way of know-
ing this when a luminous, amber ob-
ject appeared just off our left wingtip
during a combat mission in that war.
(Editor’s note: Mr. Leet’s account of
this sighting appears in No. 133, Jan-
Feb. 1979).

The hurricane of UFO sightings left
the skies of war for the U.S.A. soon
after the end of WWII, its arrival
heralded by pilot Kenneth Arnold's
professional calculation of nine “fly-
ing saucers” skipping past Mount
Rainier at 1,200 mph. The storm was
felt in Arkansas only three days later,
June 27, 1947, a Mountain Home resi-
dent spotting a “glistening, flashing
round object” which came from the
northeast and disappeared in the
southern sky. Other early reports
came from the vicinity of Fayet-
teville, describing glowing disks
traveling at high speeds at various
altitudes.

On July 5th the Texarkana Gazette
published the following front page

story:

FLYING SAUCERS AGAIN ARE IN THE
AIR—TWO TEXARKANA RESTAU-
RANT OPERATORS SPY MYSTERIOUS
DISCS Q‘W

The mysterious tlying saucétsw¥te in the
air again Thursday night—the third con-
secutive night in which Texarkanians have

reported the silver colored discus flashing

through the skies.

Lastest reports came from two local
restaurant operators, Charley Pappas,
operator of the White House, and J.C.
Jackson, operator of the Two States Coffee
Shop.

The two men declared one of the saucers
flew over Elm street immediatley after a
ball game_at Burnett m
night. As they were returning from the
game, Jackson declared, the object flew
directly over them in an easterly direction.

“It was about four hundred feet high and

(continued on next page)
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was going at a fair rate of speed,” Jackson
asserted. “It had one light on it, and the
light was continuous. It didn't blink. Other-
wise, it looked exactly like the other ones
that have been reported.”

Jackson and Pappas brought to nine the
number of persons who have reported see-
ing the strange discs winging around this
area including over downtown Texarkana.

The next few days, according to an
Associated Press dispatch carried in
Arkansas newspaper, numerous UFO
sightings were made at DeQueen, El
Dorado, Gurdon, and Little Rock.
The Arkansas Gazette of July 6 stated
that Henry Seay reported three “fly-
ing discs” on two occasions traveling
at high speeds and various altitudes,
glowing in the twilight, at Fayet-
teville.

No records of the alien objects
were found from that time until the
flap of the 1950's.

A startling news story in the July
11, 1950 issue of the Arkansas Gazette
was based on a semi-official release
by the Navy. Two pilots saw visually
and with their airplanes’ radars an
unknown gizmo “shaped something
like a World War I helmet seen from
the side.” The planes, on a training
flight near Osceola, tracked the in-
vader 8 miles before it vanished. One
of the pilots, Lt. J.W. Martin, describ-
ed the odd craft as “about 25 to 45
feet across and about seven feet
high.” The pursuit was said to be
“hopeless.”

It was in July of 1952 that dozens
of UFOs stunted over Washington,
D.C. The alien barnstormers perform-
ed for thousands of ground-watchers
and scores of pilots, and were tracked
by ground radar and radar on the Air
Force fighter planes, but made a
mockery of the efforts to overtake
them. The Hot Springs Senfinel-Record
announced a possibly related event in
its edition of July 30: “Six See Saucers
at Hot Springs.” A Mr. G. Clark, one
of two witnesses to permit release of
his name, was quoted as declaring “a
white ball of fire with a red tail flew
over the city.”

Seventeen-year-old Miss Ruby
McBay “knew it had to be something
from space” when the rotating blue,

red, and yellow lights caught her eye
that evening in early April 1957. She
and two girl friends had just driven in-

to the McBays™ driveway at Mineral
w

Springs when they saw a silver,

domed-saucer hovering over a pond
only 300 feet away and 75 feet above,

the water. According to the interview

And MUFON report form the present
Mrs. Ruby McBay Nelson gave me,
she could not be certain whether the
rotation was by the bright-colored
lights or by the “saucer” itself.

The same year, on the night of Oct.
14, Mr. and Mrs. AF. Simmons of
Camden were driving on U.S.
Highway 79 between Pine Bluff and
Stuttgart. At about 10 o'clock they
saw an extremely bright light “about
the size of a washtub” moving
through the sky. As the mysterious
light approached, the car engine died,
the lights failed, and the auto was
drawn_to the side of the road as
fhough a giant magnef Tugged it
there. After about 4 minutes, the
powerful, apparently elec-
tromagnetic, effects ceased and the
Simmonses resumed their journey.

The late 1950’s and early 1960's
were not busy times for UFOs,
although there were scattered
sightings. The Arkansas Democrat in
January, 1959 told the following:

Hundreds of Dumas residents reportedly
viewed an unidentified flying object...from
5 p.m. until 6 p.m. The UFO moved rapid-
Iy in 3 ly direction and, when
viewed through binoculars, was said to
have “markings” of some type on its sur-
face. Red, yellow and green in color, the
object had an oblong shape.

This same news story, published by
the Arkansas Gazette, stated that
Dumas residents expressed a belief
that the object “gave off light” rather
than reflecting it, looked like an elec-
tric light bulb, and took on a reddish
glow at dusk. That May the Democrat
informed the public of another “light
bulb type object, only bigger,” at
Massard. It was seen in other localities
and verified by a sheriff's office.

A ""question “fitark-shaped® UFO
was widely observed by folks in
arkansas County, Oct. 2, 1963, ap-
pearing in a cloudless sky southeast of
DeWitt, but hearken to the
discoveries of some brave “Flying

“S. Andrews, Aerial Naviga:
tion.” Patented July 5, 1864
No. 43,449. -

Saucer Hunters.” In the Arkansas
Democrat edition of Aug. 3, 1965 we
read:

igem Tony Delaney, reported that he

ong with two companions, set up a UFC
watch on Wildcat Mountain and spotted
three separate sightings. The group
reportedly watched four objects for about
five minutes, two objects for about ten
minutes, and a single object for an un
disclosed length of time. Delaney, using
binoculars, described the objects as
“brilliant blue and green but changing to a
brilliant white under acceleration.” The ob-
jects traveled right, left and up and down.

On through the summer and fall of
1965, disclosures of bizarre craft and
their superhuman maneuvers in
Arkansas skies were ever so many.
Objects with multi-colored lights
were seen as well as metallic-looking
machines with details such as lighted
“windows.” Reports tapered off after
August but occasional sightings con-
tinued throughout the year. (To be
continued).
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It is difficult to see how the westward
trip against the prevailing winds could
be accomplished in less than 2 days
when powered flight of balloons was
in its infancy. While the schedule for
the trip to Honolulu stretches the
imagination, the schedule for another
airship reported by the Pittsburgh
Press is an outright lie. Here the timing
of a flight is given as Jacksonville,
Florida 9:43; Havana, Cuba 9:47 and
Duluth, Iowa 9:50.

The Dallas Morning News of April
19th contained a unique account in-

“volving a crash landing of an airship

with retrieval of the pilot’s body in
the Aurora, Texas area. Part-time
reporter E. E. Haydon even provided
information that the pilot originated
from Mars and had on his person
papers with unknown hieroglyphics.
No material evidence regarding the
airship, pilot, or his papers was ever
recovered and the report of the inci-
dent is regarded as a hoax. While a
few other hoaxes were identified in
the newspapers, their perpetrations
were relatively simple-minded and
rather weakly documented.

Among the more curious accounts
of airships is the one provided by
George Dunlap via the Dallas Moming
News of May 16th, Dunlap indicated
he inspected a 75-foot long steerable,
powered airship near Lake Charles,
Louisiana. The airship supposedly car-
ried four passe in its travels
through Texas and Mexico and had
an inventor named Wilson and
engineer, Waters Although Dunlap
indicates he t,
he declined. Incredibly, Wilson was
reported as building a total of three
airships, the other two supposedly in
Arizona and Mexico. Could one of
these airships have been the one so
widely reported by the Dallas Morn-
ing News on April 16th and 17th when
it was reported that the pilot was seen
working on his craft outside the
Dallas area?

Ballooning History

In both Europe and America
balloonists had been making ascen-
sions with passengers for more than a

century. As early as 1783 Jean F. P.
Rozier and Marquis d’Arlandres made
a free-flight trip at LaMuette, France
and 10 years later the first balloon
flight in the U.S. was launched from
Philadelphia. Jean P. Blanchard flew
15 miles across the Delaware River
and reached more than 1 mile in
altitude. But then what happened be-
tween 1793 and 1896 in America
does not seem to have been docu-
mented in much detail. In Europe,
however, there is considerable
documentation during the period. By
1880 the first powered airship was
flown in Leipzig, Germany by
Wolfert and Baumgarten, but it end-
ed in disaster. Even up to 1897 Euro-
peans were having difficulties with
their attempts to achieve successful,
controlled, powered flight. In 1884 C.
Renard and A. C. Krebs flew their
170-foot-long “La France.” The
balloon returned to its starting point
after achieving a speed of 12 mph. By
1897 a European dirigible had been
powered by a Daimler engine, but un-
fortunately their trip ended too in
disaster as their engine emitted sparks
which ignited the hydrogen gas in the
balloon. In the same year another par-
tially successful flight ended in
disaster when a Swede, Solomon A.
Andree, left Danes Island in an am-
bitious attempt to cross the North
Pole. Because of incidents like these
the New York Herald wrote on April
15th:

In Europe there are at least a dozen well-known
scientists working on the problem (of a
powered, steerable airship) and many half suc-
cessful effects of flights have been made.

It is difficult to compare European
and American achievements before
1897 since American reports are not
as complete. Nevertheless, American
flights also seemed to have their dif-
ficulties. Numerous instances of land-
ings were cited by Hanlon, Jacques
Vallee, and this writer, and of all of
these, five were reported to be for

repairs, However, only the St. Lous
Republic for April 14th reported a ma-

ﬁ;mﬁh__hndgg, in Kalamazod,
ichigan. Here G. W. Somers and
W. Chadburn witnessed a blow-up of

the airship which showered propeller
blades, electric wire and steel

splinters.

A measure of the ballooning activ-
ity from late 1896 to the spring of
1897 is the number of sightings and
landings reported. Hanlon specifies
150 sightings in 19 states, and this
writer adds 1 sighting in each of 4 ad-
ditional states and Cuba and Mexico
from newspaper sources. Vallee and
Hanlon documented 22 landings in 1
states, and this writer adds 13 addi-
tiopal landings in 8 states. In America
there were at [east a dozen inventors
working on the problem, however,
most were not as well known as were
the European inventors. It is hardly a
surprise that the state of dirigible
technology in the US. was as ad-
vanced as it was with the long and in-
volved history of ballooning in
Europe and America.

Early Interpretations

To the detriment of UFOlogy and
the history of ballooning, one of the
first analyses of the mysterious air-
ships of 1896-1897 was made by the
debunker Donald Menzel. In his cus-
tomary glib style the airships were:

. created from imagination — imagination
inflated by the newspaper stories. As in the
1947 saucer scare, hoaxers and jokers ready to
capitalize on the event, quickly entered the pic-
ture.”

Naturally this same approach to the
phenomena of 1896-1897 was taken
by another debunker, Philip K. Klass.
His version is that:

When the public has been conditioned by the
news media to believe that there are strange
flying objects in the skies many persons will
report having seen such objects — even when
the objects do not really exist.

Apparently Menzel and Klass would
have us believe that half of the major
newspapers in the country are not
capable of differentiating between a
real phenomenon and a psychological
one.

In keeping with their general ap-
proach to UFOs, Menzel and Klass
are not only glib, they are absurd. In
spite of the activity with powered,
controlled, elongated airships in the
areas of San Francisco, Omaha,

(continued on next page)
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Chicago, Dallas and Nashville, Klass
writes:

At the time of the rash of mysterious airships
sightings there were no large powered craft in
the US. . .. Such things as airplanes or airships
simply did not exist.

Menzel of course has his own ex-
planation of how thousands of people
over the U.S. had erred even though
they saw details with and without op-
tical aid:

The dark, cigar-shaped gas bag in many cases
was only a lenticular cloud or mirage, which
would have escaped notice except for the
special significance momentarily attached to an
object of this shape.

The view of the 1896-1897
phenomena taken by Vallee is dif-
ferent from that of Menzel and Klass,
and not as glib. Vallee suggests that
the airship was a figment of the imag-
ination, and in 2 of the 21 landing
cases he discusses in connection with
the airship, he shows that there are
similar circumstances in Medieval an-
nals of folklore from the British Isles.
Vallee also attempts to show that 4 of
the remaining 19 landing events are
fairy-tale-like. Most of the interpreta-
tions of the flap found in the general
UFO literature, however, take the
view that the airships are not an ex-
plained phenomenon. Hanlon closes
his Flying Saucer Review article of 1970
with the statement:

It is clear that the origin of the airship is still

ery much an open issue. It is also clear that the

[:nystery surrounding its appearance at that par-
ticular time in history has deepened.

What is so surprising of the anal-
yses mentioned above by Menzel,
Klass, Vallee, and Hanlon is that none
considered a conventional man-made
object explanation. Debunkers and
UFOlogists are represented, but no
one chose to treat the mountain of
compelling data as just part of the
history of ballooning.

At the time of the airship sightings
there did not appear to be any out-
spoken debunkers with the reputa-
tion of Menzel and Klass. But indeed,
there were a few astronomers who
simply suggested without much tech-
nical defense that thousands upon
thousands of people could not distin-

6

guish between a point of light such as
Venus, Mars, Alpha Orion, or Betel-
geuse, and structured aircraft.
Although numerous people saw de-
tails of the construction of the ships,
including passengers, and although
many reliable witnesses made obser-
vations with optical aid, the
astronomers failed to explain how the
observers could have so erred.

Perhaps more convincing than the
technical arguments of the man-made
nature of the flap are the contem-
porary opinions of reliable sources.
Some of the first supportive commen-
tary comes from Pritchitt in the St.
Louis Post Dispatch of April 10th and
14th.

There is too much corroborative evidence and
it comes from too many quarters to treat the
matter any other way (than an airship).

The newspaper also reported that the
populace itself was convinced of the
true nature of the phenomenron:

It is general belief that an airship is floating
over the states of Missouri, Illinois, lowa and
Kansas . . . The majority ridicule the idea that
anything beyond the natural has been seen.

Even the French newspaper Figaro
commented on the believability of
the American reports:

The news seems to be more than a canard, see-
ing the details and preciseness in which are
related in the (New York) Herald the exploits of
this airship.

Although the Philadelphia Inguirer car-
ried little on the airship, in the April
17th issue they comment:

Airship stories of an apparently entirely
reliable character are coming in in rapid succes-
sion and all seem to hang together.

Conclusions

More than 3,000 newspaper issues
from among three dozen titles cover-
ing the period during late 1896, and
between mid-March and mid-May of
1897 were searched for this article. It
is very likely that considerably more
data remains to be uncovered on the
subject of the muysterious airships
from newspapers alone. Further,
Lucius Farish has informed me that he
has had for some time in his posses-

| sion several hundred pages of airship

¢
+

material. But, although there is muct
work remaining to be done in con
structing the story of airships in th
U.S. during the 19th century, the
work done to this point is sufficien
for this writer to deduce the true
nature of the mysterious airships o
1896-1897. It seems much more rea
sonable to interpret the airshi
sightings simply as airships whicl
were various models in the develop
ment of the dirigible. Consequenth
these airships should no longer re
main in the realm of UFQOs.
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The 1890s “Flap”
mm—
By Jerry Mathers

The first flying saucer ‘‘flap” did not
occur in this country in 1947 as is
commonly thought. It occurred in the
1890s! )

That’s right, the Gay Nineties. While
the advent of heavier than air flight was
near (1903), and hot-air balloons no
rarity in civilized areas, whatever was

maneuvering through a skies
throughout \1896 and 1897} was no
primitive, uncontrollable balloon.

Thousands of people from all walks of
life from coast to coast reported a strange
“airship” flying low overhead. Reports
were particularly common in the
Midwest, and included sightings of airship
occupants and even the kidnapping of a
cow!

The log of these airships - for there
had to be at least two -- can be traced
from coast to coast and border to border.

At Oakland, Cal., some streetcar
passengers reported a winged cigar-shaped
ship that sent out a bright stream of light.
This same description would be heard
again and again across the nation.

In late January, 1897, a second ship
was seen over Montreal for a week, and
also spotted near Albany, N.Y. The
Chicago Chronicle on Feb. 2, said: “A
strange star or light in the heavens has
been puzzling the people of Montreal for
a week.” The light appeared a little after
5 p.m., disappeared a bit after 7. It was
thought to be a military balloon used in
maneuvers.

(To Be Continued in
the next issue.)
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rate the pilots bailed out from fear,
bad instrument readings, etc. Buffalo
flight 542 (1959) crashed and
scorched the windows, etc. An
airplane stall was the cause.
I’m getting our librarian to cancel
their subscription, and I know I can.
Now try to take me apart. If you
send me any ‘“‘documented” U.F.O.
cases I’d take a crack at solving them
as I am a skeptic.
Happy Fishing,
J.B. Bennett
10913 Candlelight Lane
Potomac, Md. 20854
® Thanks. You've been very
helpful.—Rap.

Dear Ray:

I wish to thank you for all the
intellectual stimulation and sense of
“awe and wonder” you brought into
my young manhood.

After living a little boy’s life in my
father’s shadow for a full half century
in “Smalltown USA”, I am now
blissfully wed to a fellow bookworm.

As for your mags, I can’t help
saying they were a million times more
informative and interesting back in the
good old pulp days. All this
overpriced, slick, digest-sized literature

is a poor substitute for the Argosy,
Bluebook and Thrilling WONDER
Stories of my youth.

What puzzles me is why your
former s-f authors have developed a
“blind spot” where UFOQO’s are
concerned. During the depression you

FS., My-2C
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made a living with the hack writing
about spaceships and deathrays. Now

That o= “Buck Rogers” world is upon

us, so many of you take the contrary
head in the sand attitude.

Keel, Charroux, Asimov and any
number of others, including that stuff
shirted Sagan, all take such perverse
pride in being unbelievers.

My 82 year old father vividly
remembers the little guy he saw

crouched in the corner at the controls
@of a Tttle “orange crate” shaped
vehicle cruising silently and serenely

over the northern Indiana landscape as
a boy. This was evidently part of the
Great Air Ship Flap of 189'1}.

How do you just shrug off a
mountain of evidence from all climes
and centuries? Ever stop to think how
much spaceship lore was lost in all of
those senseless, barbaric book
burnings?

That Siberian “Meteor”? National
Enquirer interviewed 129 survivors of
that fateful moming. They claimed it
CHANGED DIRECTION AS
THOUGHT TRYING FOR AN
UNINHABITED REGION THAT
DAWN. We just had one of those
(what I term Interstate Meteors) out
here. The experts keep shoving it
further east. It was seen all the way
from Alaska to Portland, but at last
report was supposed to be down near
Ritzville, Wash. With a little
imagination, I think we can place it
back in Montana. Those two kooks
with their “Black Hole” in Science
Digest were as WRONG AS YOU CAN

AP
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PRE-WWI UFOs OVER WESTERN CANADA

Reports are where—and when—you find them, as this historical survey of Canadian casé%veals.

by W. Ritchie Benedict

ver the past year, I have had the opportunity to
Odo some extensive research on the paranormal in

general and UFOs in particular in the back files
of Western Canadian newspapers. For example, I have
looked through every single issue of the Calgary Herald
from 1883 to 1955 and the Victoria Daily Colonist from
1858 to 1900. There was a good deal of unexplained
traffic in our skies, far more than I had been led to be-
lieve.

My first target for research was
wave. The United States had a number of sightings in
the midwest in April of 1897, but in Canadg, it appears
that a different schedule was followed—most of the ac-
tivity was in July-Au A lighted object was wit-

‘* nessed by thousands in Vancouver, British Columbia, in
July,and something similar occurred in Winnipeg a
Q‘ month later. Interestingly, the pattern had been repeated
) ayear earlier in 1896 with two Indians viewing a bal-
loon-like objectmu]y over B.C. The objects were
é commonly believed to be experiments by Swedish ex-
plorer Andree (who later perished in an ill-fated at-
tempt to cross the North Pole by balloon). Most of the
Canadian objects sighted in this period were sketchily
defined, although a few observers reported a gondola-
like appendage beneath the main body. The 1897
Vancouver “fireship” did appear to have internal light-
ing.
I found that the 1 a was truly cross-
country. In October 1897, a Port Arthur train crew
sighted a mystery object that had a number of colored
running lights, and in early November, 1897, the
Newfoundland Evening Telegram reported a huge “bal-
loon” had been spotted over Halifax. I was hopeful that
I might be able to find evidence concerning airships
over Alberta and Saskatchewan for this period, but to
date, I have come up blank. However both the Edmonton
Bulletin and the Lethbridge News ran short pieces in
April/May 1897.0n the American sightings. The
dmonton piece referred to a “mysterious airship hov-
ering around Minneapolis and St. Paul which was illu-
minated at night with red lights.” The account goes on to
state: “Half the population of many towns in lowa saw
the vacillating lights swiftly speeding to the west.”
The next major event in the early history of Western
Canada was on . 1905. An article in Yukon
World for May 5 of that year noted that a “peculiar
light of intense brilliancy and short duration, illumi-
nated the entire heavens” to the officers of the steamer
Cassiar who happened to be on duty at 1:45 a.m. when
the ship was running down the Johnson Strait. The illu-
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mination lasted a full 45 seconds and it was possible to
read newspapers by the light that was produced.

Alberta’s first UFO seems to have made its appear-
ance on the night of November 18th. 1910 at 3 a.m. In
an article in the Calgary Herald headlined “Airship,
Meteor, or Just Plain Jag,” there is a description of
something brilliant which left a trace of incandescence
many times brighter than the full noon. Some observers
felt that a gasoline tank on some sort of aircraft had ig-
nited and exploded.

I came across a brief mention of something unusual in
a January 14th, 1911 article on early aviation in Calgary.
It was stated that a_ “mysteri viator” was seen flying
over southern Alberta and western Saskatchewan the
previous fall. The writer was puzzled by two factors:
why was the machine seen over so many widely sepa-

rated localities, and why was the speed so “wonder-

ful”? On August 22nd, 1911, the Winnipeg Free Press
reported an early morning “visitor” who appeared at
L:50 am. and vanished at 4:10 a.m. It generally resem-
bled an airplane and was reported to “hover” in the lo-

. . . R .
cality _for seyeral hours. When it finally vanished, the
watchers were unable to make out where it went.

Calgary had an unexpected visitor just ten days after
the first Calgary Exhibition and Stampede. The old
Celgary News Telegram on SeBtember 17th, 1912 head-
lined “Mysterious Object Is Puzzling Residents of West
End of the City—It is Seen Travelling Over the City at
a Tremendous Clip—Blue Light Attached.” The article
went on to state that a blue light was attached to a long
dark body like that of a flying machine. Further on, the
reporter says that this object had appeared before over
Okotoks but people were unsure whether it was a ma-
chine, a strange bird or something else. There is a tant-
alyzing reference to sightings the previous year over
Taber, Alberta and Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan. The ar-
ticle attributes some of the sightings to an inventor
named Baden who was supposed to have invented a
flying machine with an attached locomotive headlight,
but admitted that nothing had been heard from Baden for
some time.

The 1913, Calgary Herald carried articles on the

l%r_ﬂg%ﬁw“mm that year, but
there does not seem to have been anything locally. In
early 1913, 4there were mystery airplaneg over the
Okanagan re of British Corumbra. A man in Calgary
in February of 1915 reported “gigplane motors™ overhead

at 4 a.m. and was worried over the possibility of attack
by the Germans.
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série de BQUCLES trés petites ou plutét de rotations
rapides alternant avec un simple mouvement de trajec-
toire relativement lent. Le ciel était couvert et le phé-
nomeéne se détachait sur fond gris foncé ». Venons-en
maintenant aux observations les plus remarquables, celles
de I ce 1897, dont la plus énigmatique eut lieu aux
Ew%resse lui consacra une large place et

Charles Fort devait l'insérer plus tard comme une vedette

parmi ses « hors la loi » de la Science. Il semble que
I’ « aéronef » a été vu pour la premiere fois vers la
fin de mars. |l circula au-dessus du territoire américain

pendant les trois premiéres semaines du mois d’avril, car
on a des témoignages pour les 9, 11, 16, 17 et 19
de ce mois, et en des lieux fort éioignés les uns des
autres : Salt Lake City (Utah), Chicago (Michigan), Saint-

Louis (Missouri) a 295 milles de Chicago, Denver (Colo-
rado) & 916 Milles de Saint-Louis, etc...

La forme était celle d’un fuseau paraissant avoir 70
metres de longueur et 10 métres de diamétre. |l aurait
été muni d‘ailerons sur les cdtés. D'autre part, il émettait
des lumiéres rouges, blanches et vertes sur les cotés,
qui furent interprétées comme des signaux. On observo
également des faisceaux lumineux.

Le New York Herald du 10 avril 1897, imprimait:
« That airship now at Chicago. City excited by the appea-
rance of rapidly moving lights in the sky. Astronomers incre-
dulous. They believe that lights proceed from a star in
the constellation of Orion ». Le méme journal dans son
numéro du 29 mars, relatant ce phénoméne observé pat
les habitants d’‘Omaha (Nebraska) disait: C'est une tache
lumineuse trop grosse pour étre un aérostat.

Le New York Sun précisait que la luminosité de |‘ob-
jet était celle de 20 étoiles réunies. Le Chicago Tribune
cite les témoignages des habitants d’Eldora (lowa) selon
lesquels cet « aéronef » ressemblait @ un « immense oiseau
d‘argent poli ». A Milwaukee il a été vu (par des milliers
de personnes) stationnant dans le ciel pendant 15 minutes.
Selon d‘autres, la lumiére était « suspendue & un corps
sombre et volumineux de forme ovoide ».

L‘observation du 19 avril faite & Sisterville (Virginie)
confirmait les points précédents, attestant également que
I'objet était resté en mouvement au-dessus de la ville
pendant une dizaine de minutes avant de s’éloigner vers
{est,

En 1952, la presse rappela ces observations de la fin
du XIXe® siécle, mais ce fut tout. Nous allons en ajouter
d’autres, inconnues, en corrélation avec les précédentes
et c’en est la l'intérét.

La premiere est un phénoméne vu dans le ciel de
France, et nous en empruntons les détails au Bulletin de
la Société Astronomique de France, 1897, pp. 334-336 et
412, Ce « bradyte » (ou météore pour reprendre le
terme employé, fut d'abord vu a Frontignan, @ 9 h 16 du
soir : grosseur d’une orange. Couleurs: rouge, bleu, vert,
jaune. Se dirige du NO qu Sud. Durée 30 secondes. |l
est observé a Orange & 9h 30: apparait dans I'étoile
béta du Llion, alors & 17°35 au-dessus de I'horizon.
Diamétre environ 4’ (un peu plus du 1/10 de la Lune).
Vitesse uniforme lente, vers alpha de la Vierge (L’Epi),
puis au-dessous du Carré de la Balance, puis un peu au
Sud d‘alpha du Scorpion (Antarés). Sa vitesse apparente
diminue et il disparait & 6°36’ au-dessus de [|‘horizon.
Division en 3 parties au terme de sa course. Vitesse de par-
cours: 3° par seconde. Forme aliongée, couleur jaune
brillant.

A Montpellier on le vit vers 21 h 20 ; sa longueur appa-
rente a l'ceil était de 1 m 50, et il voyageait horizontale-
ment a une allure trés lente. |l était trés lumineux, prin-
cipalement la téte, d'un jaune d‘or. La queue, composée
de traits plus foncés, se terminait presque en pointe. |l
se déplacait vers 1'Ouest et paraissait évoluer dans !‘at-
mosphére proche, tellement il se trouvait bas (& Mont-
pellier).

Enfin, et c’est le plus étrange, vers 23 h, on l‘observa
en Grande-Bretagne, prenant la direction Sud.

Il ne faut probablement voir que des phénoménes astro-
nomiques dans les observations du 28 octobre 1897, de
« bolides a trajectoire sinueuse » (Bulletin de la S.A.F.,
1898, p. 231), dailleurs relatées sans détails précis,
mais il nous parait certain que le « bradyte » du mois
de juillet vu dans la région méditerranéenne et en Grande-
Bretagne était le mystérieux aéronef observé dans le ciel
des Etats-Unis en avril.

Il serait donc nécessaire, & notre avis, de se livrer a
un dépouillement systématique des journaux (et des revues
astronomiques, bien entendu) pour la période 1896-1897,
en étendant cette enquéte G tous les pays. Nous sommes
persuadés que la récolte de renseignements de toutes sor-
tes serait fructueuse (2).

Terminons par un article titré : « Un phénoméne extra-
ordinaire », paru dans le Bulletin de la S.A.F. de 1898
(p. 238):

« Les Astronomische Nachrichten, o« relatent 1‘ob-
« servation faite @ Grusswald (Poméranie) le 4 février, du
« passage d‘un objet noir sur le disque solaire. Plusieurs
« personnes ont été témoins du phénomene. L’entrée sut
« le disque eut lieu & 1 h 10 (temps moyen de Berlin}
« et la sortie & 2 h 10. Avant d‘atteindre le limbe solaire,
« |'objet avait été apercu depuis un quart d’heure déjd et
« on continua de le voir pendant plus d'une heure aprés
« son passage sur le disque. La direction du mouvement
« était dans le sens N.-O. Le diamétre apparent de |‘objet
« était de 6’ environ ».

On est surpris de constater que les observations étranges
enregistrées dans la rubrique des « divers » des revues
scientifiques ne sont pas accompagnées de commentaires
et I'on devine la géne des rédacteurs devant quelque chose
n'entrant pas dans les normes (3).

Les coincidences, dans une période de temps, des appa-
ritions anormales successives dans le ciel d‘un objet dont
la forme, la dimension apparente, I‘aspect général, la vi-
tesse de déplacement, etc.,, sont dans chaque cas trés
ressemblants constituent une trés grande probabilité en
faveur de I'hypothése d’une exploration de prés de notre
Terre par des étres venus d’ailleurs.

(1) La premiére partie de cet article a été publiée dans le no 33 de
la Revue OURANOS (p. 109). Nous publions ici I'article intégral pour
les lecteurs qui n'auraient pu se procurer ce numéro.

. (73] N.D:L.R: — Nous invitons vivement nos amis et correspondants
étrangers a faire des recherches dans ce sens et & nous communiquer
leurs découvertes pour publication dans cette Revue.

. (3) Dans |'observation du 4 février 1898, on laisse entendre que
lobjgt passa a proximité du soleil, mais avec un diamétre apparent
de 6’ ; il nous sembie évident que I'objet dans ce cas aurait été invi-
sible, noyé dans la luminosité de I'astre.

C'est donc d'un objet passant a trés grande distance de la Terre
et se déplagant & faible vitesse (durée de I'observation : 2 h 15) qu'il

8'agit ; ou faut-il supposer que nos astronomes n'ont pas connaissance
de planétoides satellites de la Terre ?
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Media Hoaxes
by Fred Fedler .
Ames: lowa State University Press,
1989, 266 pp.. hardback, $27.95.

Reviewed by Douglas Chapman

monotonous writing style, his book

Media Hoaxes should prove a re-
warding grab-bag of fascinating hoaxes
from throughout the history of journal-
ism.

Some of the greatest names in litera-
ture have turned out amazing outrag-
es. Both Jonathan Swift and Benjamin
Franklin put out works which predict-
ed the demises of specific almanac pub-
lishers. After the publishers’ reported
“deaths,” Swift and Franklin explained
the protests of their “deceased” victims
as being those of inept impostors.

Edgar Allan Poe’s “factual” story
“The Unparalleled Adventures of One
Hans Pfaall” detailed a man’s travel to
the moon by balloon. In 1835, it fooled
many; now it is one of his most famous
fictions. Even Poe’s “The Facts in the
Case of M. Valdemar” was originally
published in The American Review in
1845 as if it might be fact. (One could
not get Poe to admit one way or the
other.)

Fedler does a good job at recreating
the rough-and-ready world of 19th cen-
tury American journalism. With limit-
ed news sources, facts did not always
stand in the way of a good story. Mark
Twain learned various skills in this en-
vironment—including practical jokes.
Twain once put together an issue of the
Virginia City newspaper Enterprise,
consisting largely of libel of important
people, printed only one copy, and sent
it to his vacationing boss. That got the
man to return to work—in a hurry.

Many know of the Orson Welles
“Martian scare” of 1938. Fewer are
aware of South American attempts to
emulate him. When a station in Santia-
go, Chile, put out their radio adapta-
tion of War of the Worlds in 1944, many
were injured. When, in 1949, Station
HCQRX in Quito, Ecuador, broadcast
their version as a “real” news story
about a Martian invasion, panic again
resulted. Rioters soon set HCQRX’s
building afire, and rescuers discovered
20 corpses in the ruins.

Strange readers may be interested in
the account of the “Winsted wild man,”
which Fedler says was the creation of
Lou Stone, a New England journalist
famous for his whimsical stories. In the
next issue of Strange Magazine, Mi-
chael T. Shoemaker will take a detailed
look at this case in his column Back
From Limbo.

Fedler writes that our present stan-
dards of journalistic accountability are
a development of ‘thii century and that
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I f one can cope with Fred Fedler’s

journa f previous centuries did not
sub to them. The media still
craveg{ngfelty, but is—generally—more
carefu ut its work.

The book is full of juicy material, in-
cluding the 1953 Atlanta, Georgia, fly-
ing saucer hoax and T. Walter Wil-
liams’ creation -of news reports—for the
New York Times during the 1930s—of
frequent sightings of sea monsters from
the ship Mauretania.

Media Hoaxes is best dipped into in
small doses, but those who do so will
find much to inform and amuse them.



electricity. It is a wonderful ma-
chine and can be stopped and
made to stand still in the air any-
where and comes down light as
a feather.”

“Horen lives at the New Ex-
change Hotel and went to San
Francisco Thursday. Some seem
to give credence to his story. All
admire his abilities as an accom-
plished story-teller and say he has
a marvelous imagination. He sticks
to his story and bears the name of
a hard-working man.”

In our investigations thus far,

only _two instances have been

_found wherein the airship grews
were of gbnormal appearance. The
following is one of those cases
and is easily the most intriguing
of the lot.

The Lansing, Michigan State
Republican, carried the following
story in 1897. Datelined Williarms-

A Milwaukee teen-ager saw this saucer in April of 1967. According to the
witness, the object swooped down from his right, then leveled off in flight
while emanating a golden glow. After several seconds the UFO soared away

“"SAN JOSE, Dec. .—The cham-
pion airship story of the season is
told by HoEn A. Horen, an electri-
cian in the employ of Electrical
Improvement Company of this
place. Horen says he has a patent
on an electrical platinum speaking
appliance and that by appointment
he went to San Francisco Thursday
to see the inventory of the airship
who wished to see the appliance.
Said Horen: ‘We went on horse-
back to a point on Sandy Beach,
where the airship was, got aboard
and rose very high. The height was
registered by a meter on the ship.
The inventor does not count the
distance traveled by miles but by
degrees.After leaving Sandy Beach
Thursday afternoon we traveled
westward. Before day next morn-
ing we saw lights. The inventor
said they were the lampsg.of Hono-
lulu. We turned east and Saturday
evening about dark landed near
where we started. The airship rose
by means of two _propellers. The
movement was noiseless and swift.
The inventor is 45 years old, but
| cannot now tell any news, but turned slowly and remained overhead as if wal;hing l‘hOA

the motive power is not steam or

v

this clasically-shaped UFO. As he aimed his camera to the b«
LI



SOME NEW LIGHT (m[THE 1896-97 " FLAP"

THE "FLAP" OF 1896 (California) and 1897 (the Midwest) is nothing
new to UFO researchers. But to the best of our knowledge this is
the first time the following reports—all reproduced from the Los
Angeles Tlmes—have been re-published during these current epochal
times, Our thanks go to Zan Overall, of Reseda, Callf., for con-
tributing this valuable o0ld data.

% * #

SACRAMENTO VISITATION—AN IMMENSE WHITE LIGHT MOVING RAPIDLY TO_ SW.

SACRAMENTO—Nov. 22, 1896. Between six and seven o'clock to-
night hundreds of people saw floating over the city what 1s now
firmly belleved to be an alrship, An lmmense white light was dis-
played and 1t was moving rapldly in a southwesterly direction. The
light was so high however that no other object could be distinguished.
Tonight's visitatlon created considerable excitement and the alir-
ship is the sole toplc of conversation., (L. A. Times, 11/23/1896.)

MYSTERIOUS PARTIES

OROVILLE, The rumor that the airship which 1s alleged to have
passed over Sacramento was constructed near this town seems to have
a grain of truth in it, The parties who could give 1nformation 1f
they would are extremely reticent. They gilve evaslve answers or
assert they know nothing about it.

Not a single person that has seen or known of an alirship being
constructed near here can be found and yet there is §.§Bﬂﬂ2 that
%gm%rggp_has been experimenting with different kinds of gases and

esting those that are lighter than air, Experiments were made
some miles east of town and no one is able to give the names of
the partles who are :vidently strangers geeking to avoid publicity.

THAT AIRSHIP—INVENTOR CANNOT BE FOUND AND STORY IS DISCREDITED

SAN FRANCISCO—Nov, 23, A.P. The story of the alrship is not
generally credited, The inventor cannot be found and those who are
reputed to have seen 1t are not willing to glve direct testimony.
W attorney, whose name has been connected with the

ventor as a cant for a patent, admits he was retailned for such
service, but ridicules the story of the Sacramento flylng machine.
He says the story 1s false but declares that his client is working
on a machine, which is a comblnation of aeroplane and talllese kite.

Attorney Collins, however, says that he has not seen the flying
machine and he discredits 1ts alleged performance. The name of the
inventor is still witheld and he cannot be found., (Times, 11/24.)

NO WASHINGTON INFORMATION

WASHINGTON, D,C.—Nov. 23, At the Patent Offlice today nothing
could be learned of the application for a patent on the flylng ma-
chine alleged to be taking successful flights in the nelghborhood
of Sacramento., The rules of the Office forbid any disclosures of
names of applicants or the character of the inventions for which
they seek protectilon,

Inquiry among patent attorneys known to control Pacific Coast
bueiness falled to disclose any knowledge of the alleged success in
aeronautlcs. Professor Langley of the Smithsonlan Instltute, who
has experimented scientifically for some time to demonstrate the
best methods of solving the question of aerial navigation, excused
himself from discussing the matter, His manner indlcated plainly
that he gave 1ittle credence to the Sacramento reports, (Cont.)

SAUCERS, #16
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THE 1896-97 "FLAP"
THE ALLEGED INVENTOR

SAN FRANCISCO, Nov, 23, The inventor of the mysterious air-
ship which has been puzzling local sclentists and others for the
past week 1s belleved to be one "Dr. E. H. Benjamin," an alleged
dentist who has occupied rooms in an Ellis St. lodging house for
the past two years, but so far he has successfully evaded all at-
tempts to discover his identity. His attorney, Qg};;gg, when seen
yesterday and pressed to tell further about the a eged inventor
and his machlne, said this morning: "The inventor came to my of-
flce in the Corden buillding and told me he tested the merits of the
ship in_last night's storm /which netted San Francisco two inches
of rain/ with the greatest success. The wind currents were very
contrary and the test was one that tried the merits of the machine
in the hardest possible manner, but it came out of the ordeal in
good order having breasted the storm as well as any bird.,

"He started from the locality where the vessel 1s housed and
flew over Alcatraz and out the Golden Gate, skirting the Cliff

\ House and returning by the same route across the bay. He hovered
over the Seal Rocks for fully ten minutes, and played hls search-
1llght on the seals. His intention is to make another try this
evening probably over the same ground running on his return trip
as far as Sacramento.,"

A dlspatch was received from Sacramento last night to the ef-

fect that hundreds of people there had seen the mysterious meteor

In the heavens but as yet no one had been able to see the obJlect

sufficlently well to state definitely what it was.

SAW_THE AIRSHIP— IMPRESSIONABLE RED BLUFF CITIZENS MAKE DISCOVERY

RED BLUFF—Nov., 25. Mahy residents assert that they saw the
alleged airship in the neighborhood last evening, It was first
noticed about seven o'clock and was thought to be a pecullarly
bright star but which was moving rapidly in a southwesterly di-
rection toward the mountains, The summit of the mountalns could
be seen above the mysterious light as it moved west,

Soon after 1ts disappearance a telegram from Chico stated that
the supposed airship had passed that town soon after seven o'clock
After it had vanlshed it again passed over Red Bluff and then &
telegram from Vacaville sald the supposed airship had come from
the direction of Red Bluff and after making a few turns had re-
turned in the direction from which 1t came,

Several citizens say that while at first only a light was vis-
ible, later the body of an egg-shaped obiect was visible moving
quickly through the air.—rﬁéﬁi’ﬂﬁ%'fﬁ'éﬂ was a star was re-
Jected because of its distinctly rocking motion which was like the
motion made by a kite., (Times, 11/25.)

A FLIGHT OF IMAGINATICN—ANOTHER MAN WHO HAS SEEN THE AIRSHIP

SAN JOSE—Dec, 1. The champion airship story of the season 1is
told by John A. Horen, an electriclan in the employ of the Elec-
trical Improvement Company of this place. Horen says he has a pat-
ent on an electrical platinum speaking appliance and that by ap-
pointment he went to San Francisco Thursday to see the inventor of
the airship who wished to the the appliance. Sald Horen: "We
went on horseback to a point on Sandy Beach, where the airship was,
got aboard and rose very high. The height was registered by a
meter on the ship, The inventor does not count the dlstance (Cont.)

SAUCERS, #16
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FROM NEW YORK TIMES ("Toplcs of the Times"), Wed., March 31, 1897.
(Courtesy of Roger Williamson, Guilford, Conmn,)

" _THAT MYSTERIOUS AIRSHIP to which reference has been made
in this column a ?oaslbly wearisome number of times obstinately
refuses to 'down. It continues to disport itself in the westerm
skies, or, to be quite safe, perhaps one had better say in the
dispatches of western correspondents with a peresistency which
proves one of two things—either that a practicable airship real-
ly 1s in active operation out there, or that the correspondents
mentioned are deplorably lacking in inventive skill.

"Ki by long and trying experience that the latter theory
is in d?ggggscogflic% with tge gacts, the inclination is almost
irreeistible to accept the former explanation., Scores and scoras
of apparently reputable people have now been quoted as vouching
for the reality of this aerial vessel, and thelr descriptions
hang together in a truly impressive way.

"It is a curious and somewhat suaplclous fact, however,
that nobody hae yet seen the marvel by dsylight, Ite flights,
80 far as the evidence shows, are always made in the hours of
darkness, Why an inventor whom the whole world 1a eager to
applaud and to reward should conceal himself wlth such per-
tinacity after testing his machine again and again, 1s inex-
plicable. The last experience of the sky traveler was at, or
over, Topeka, on Saturday last. There the usual bright head-

1 d for a
light on a dimly seen clgar-shaped stru re was watche
1052 Lime by crowds of peopl.i—according to local accounts—
among 44 by 1t was Gov, John W. Leedy,

who, 1i1ke the good Populist he 1a, expressed the hope that the
tyr;nny of Rai%roads could now at last be thrown otr."

New York Times, April 15, 1897:

"That airship to which all the Western papers and some of
the Eazgern ones gre now giving the benefit of several doubts,
is visible nightly to correspondents in all parts of Illlnoils,
Wisconsin, Michigan, Indlana and Iowa. The aerlal voyager is
evidently a Mahatma of high development,

laces al and hak.A-dll{arent. ARNALANIS.

n n each of them, It 1s lamentable to observe, er,

al everywhere he violates the United States navigatlon laws in
relation to lights. Usually the captain of thils new craft shows
only one light. It 1s most often white, and occasionally red.
If this were the worst of his offeneses, 1t might be endured, but
the ignorance he displays in the matter of side lighte 1s simply
ceriminal and will get him into serious trouble the moment a U-
nited States offlcer succeeds in bringing him to.

"While sailing over the town of Kenosha, Wisconsin, Sunday
night, the sky traveler shocked and angered all the nautical
men living there by showing a green light on both bowa, At
Waukegan, Illinois, at the same hour, both the sldelights were
red, which is equally illegal and outrageous, If the airship's
owner persists in this lawlessness, he will not only get the rep-
utation of being a pirate, but his vessel will run into itself,
sooner or later, and suffer injuries so serious that his next
exhibition will have to be made in several pieces instead of sev-
eral places."




THE 1896-97 " FLAP"

travelled by miles but by degrees. After leaving Sandy Beach Thurs-
day afternoon we travelled westward, Before day next morning we

saw llghts, The inventor sald they were the 15§Rs of Honoluly. We
turned east and Saturday evening about dar anded near ars we
started. The ailrshiparose by means of 3‘“"‘£B§él;§;} The move-
ment was nolseless and swift, The inventor 1is s old, but I
cannot now tell any news, but the motive power 1is not steam or e-

: lectricity, It is a wonderful machine and can be stopped and made
to stand st1ll in the alr anywhere and comes down light as a feather.'

Horen lives at the New Exchange Hotel and went to San Francisco
f Thursday. Some seem to give credence to hls story. All admire his
: abllities as an accomplished story-teller and say he has a marvel-

ous imagination. He sticks to his story and bears the name of a
~ hard-working man. (Times, 12/2.)

THAT BRIGHT LIGHT--OVER OMAHA AGAIN AND LEAVES PEOPLE MYSTIFIED
R e e e,

OMAHA, Neb,—March 29 (1897). A mysterious airship was seen
again last night by a number of Omsha's reputable citizene, It
hove into sight about the time church was over and in half an hour
S lhad traversed the heavens and had once more disappeared. It was

seen by people in all parts of the city. This time the airship came

, into view in the southeastern portion of the horlzon, It was 1in the
{ shape of a blg, bright 1light, too big for a balloon and glowlng
steadlly. It salled over the clty to the northwest and there dle-
appeared behlnd houses and bluffs, It moved very eslowly and seemed
to be quite near the earth, Nothing PYut the 1ight was visible.
| {Los Angeles Times, 3/30/1897.) .

NEW SOUTH AMERICAN GROUP, One of %‘he latest UFO organizations
to instigate operations is the "Comision Observadora de Objetos
Voladores No Identificados" (Observing Commission of Unidentified
Flying Objects) of Argentina, The group says 1t 1s at the public's
"disposal concerning this matter by authorization of the provin-
: clal and national authorities of the Republic of Argentinea.," Semor
Ariel Ciro Rietta, a civillan pilot, heads the organization and
Sefior Cristian Vogt, author of El Misterio de los Platos Voladores,
is secretary, All correspondence—they say—should be addressed:
¢.0.D.0.V.N.I,, Casila de Correo 2560, Buenos Alres,
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"EDITORIAL O\\\

Puisque c’en est le temps, nous commencerons par offrir nos veeux les plus sincéres
a nos membres, & nos abonnés et d nos coliaborateurs. en disant aussi notre gratitude
trés vive 4 tous ceux qui nous ont apporté leur persévérant concours, qui nous ont
encouragé de leurs lettres émouvantes, sans que nous avons pu toujours leur donner
un témoignage écrit du réconfort que leur dévouement nous avait apporté. C’est grdce
a eux que nous avons été capable de poursuivre, pendant l'année qui s’achéve, notre
tache, qui est si lourde et si délicate & la fois.

Nos veeux vont aussi, et de tout cceur, vers notre cher Président, dont nous som-
mes heureux de dire que son état s’est un peu amélioré ces derniers jours. Pas assez,
hélas ! pour qu’il puisse reprendre une vie active. Nous n’avons aarde d’oublier que
nous lui restons toujours profondément redevable d’avoir contribué, par [I’engage-
i ment de sa personne, a donner & notre grounement une réputation de sérieux qui,
depuis longtemps, a largement dépassé les limites de ce pays.

Nous avons dii remettre @ un prochain bulletin la réponse point var point que nous
nous proposions de faire aux arauments avancés par M. Evrv Schatzman, l’éminent
astrophvsicien, le 14 septembre, lors de la seconde émission consacrée par Michel Lan-
celot, sur les ondes d’Europe N° 1, au probléme des soucoupes volantes. D’étre retar-
dée notre réponse n’en sera que plus précise.

Des éléments en ont déija été donnés. par avance, dans la premiére émission ainsi [
aue dans des numéros antérieurs du bulletin, et nous ne saurions trop souligner ici
I'appui décisif avvorté en cette matiére, & nous-mémes et a4 tous ceux qui, dans le
monde, défendent nos vropres théses, par le Dr McDonald, en raison de sa qualité de
sgvant — qui ne peut étre écartée par ses adversaires —, de son courage éminent et
de son inlassable activité.

C’est précisément parce que nous sommes conscient de la force de ses écrits, de
leur exceptionnelle puissance d’impact sur la communauté scientifique, que nous nous
— efforcerons de mener @ bien dans le plus bref délai possible, mais en y mettant

tout notre soin, la traduction de ceux de ses textes que. sur son invitation ex-
: presse, nous nous proposons de publier. Nous ovons été retardé dans notre effort par
f toutes les tdches que nous imvose le G.E.P.A., mais nous espérons pouvoir dans quel-
ques semaines remettre a l'imprimeur le manuscrit du futur ouvrage.
r o
" La place que nous avons di réserver a un aroupe d’observations canadiennes res-
tées trop lonatemps en souffrance, et a des enguétes en France, nous a contraint, et
nous nous en excusons, a reporter & un bulletin ultérieur les observations canadiennes
i gui nous venaient de M. Talbot et celles, faites a4 I'ile de la Réunion, que nous avait
| obligeamment communiquées M. Albany. En ce aui concerne ces derniéres, nous som-
i mes d’ailleurs a la recherche de certaines précisions techniques.

| Assez curieusement, deux ouvrages ont parv. & peu d’intervalle, aux U.S.A. et en '
| Italie (1), qui prétendent expliquer tout ou partie du phénoméne « soucoupes volantes » -
— l'ouvrage américain est plus nuancé aue l'italien — par des découvertes et des
réalisations faites dans les domaines de I’aérodynamique et de la propulsion par les
| savants hitlériens. La thése est loin d’étre nouvelle et les arguments de ses nouveaux
| exposants ne nous ont pas plus convaincu que ceux des anciens. Nous dirons ultérieu-
" rement pourquoi mais, la «bataille des soucoupes volantes» avant bien des aspects et
se livrant & bien des niveaux, nous pourrions presque nous demander si I'édition de
. ces ouvrages qui contribue & brouiller les cartes, ne répond pas & quelque vceu secret
| d’autorités gouvernementales.
¥ On notera aussi que Dr G.G. Doel a écrit, dans le numéro de l'automne 1968 du
« BUFORA Bulletin » (2), un article tendant & attribuer a4 un constructeur bien terrestre,
I’Américain Edward ZQ%I Penpinaton, la paternité des « dirigeables » signalés au-des-
sus du territoire des U.S.A. en et 1897. L’article du Dr Doel est aussi ingénieux
qu’érudit, mais ne nous pardit pds 1on Dlus convaincant. Nous en reparlerons.
Autre point a noter, il semble bien, d’aprés la méme revue, que la vague américaine
des soucoupes volantes soit parvenue @ un creux.
Encore merci a tous et tous nos bons vceux !
; René FOUERE.

| (1) « The German Saucer Story» par Michael X. Barton, Futura Press, 5949 Gregory Avenue, Los

‘ Angeles, Calif. 90038, et « Intercettateli senza sparare ! » par Renato Vesco, Mursia et C., via Tadino

: 29, 20124 Milano, Italie. Le bulletin n° 15 du « Belgian Interplanetary Study Circle », Maasfortbaan 187, .

’ LIER. Belgioue, reprend aussi la thése développée dans les ouvrages précités. :
(2) « BUFORA Journal», Vol. 2, No §, Editor : 3 Devenish Road, Weeke, WINCHESTER, Hants., '

Angleterre. i
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DID PENNINGTON BUILD
THE 1897 U.C.A. AIRCHIP?

Reprinted from BUFORA Journal, British U.F.O. Research Association:
170 Faversham Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent

Speculation as to the origin of the
‘Airship’ reported over the
central States of the U.S.A. in 1897
has resulted in many theories and at
least one of these attributes the
sightings to the activities of a peculiar
antique sort of U.F.O. I understand

that the reason that the craft looked

very_much like the current airship
design already ﬂzing in Europe is that

¢ U.F.O. denizens wished to present
their ship to the natives in a manner
that would be acceptable and
understandable. However the airshi
in question did not seem to be at all
anxious to present itself, operating as
it did almost exclusively by night and
‘skulking during daylight hours in and
out of the way places.

Before accepting such ‘way out’
theories it would seem necessary to
exclude any possibility of the machine
being the production of some
farsighted inventor with the ability,
wealth and resources to build and fly
such a machine and also to keep the
whole project secret.

Witnesses of the airship were often
men of excellent reputation for
veracity and often crowds of
onlookers were able to compare
experiences.

The descriptions tallied to a
remarkable degree. It seems clear also
that some of the sightings of night

flying objects were of guite a different
category and to present day ufologists

may be recognized as being the result
of ‘normal’ U.F.O. activity.
From the reports still in existence it

is possible to build up a very good
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idea of the type of dirigible involved
and there is no doubt that in many
respects it_was _similar to airships
already built and flying in Europe
particularly in France. In 1884
Renard and Krebs devised and built an
electrically propelled airship called ‘La
France’ which made a circular flight
of five miles at its first appearance.

It would indeed have been strange
if there had been no parallel activities
in the U.S.A. at that time. Resources
of material and money were there in
abundance and among the fertile
brains of a rapidly growing
scientifically orientated community
was there no person of sufficient
genius engineering ability and wealth
to take up the aerial challenge?

I believe there was and I believe
that his name was Edward ]J.
Pennington. '

Pennington was born in Franklin,
Indiana in 1858 and as a boy showed
remarkable engineering aptitude and
as he developed into manhood he
displayed remarkable initiative, charm
and persuasiveness. With these
attributes it was not long before he
was running his own factory and at
the age of twenty-three had patented
a reciprocating head for planing
machines the first of a continuous
stream of patents which flowed from
his active brain until his death in
1911.

He was ruthless too and could
exhibit considerable showmanship in
order to further his own ideas. A
characteristic of Pennington which in
this contex is significant was the

secrecy he achieved to protect his
projects and his habit of quietly
dropping one idea in favor of another
with little regard to the financial
outcome.

By 1885 Pennington had acquired
sufficient capital to set up the
Standard Machine Works in Defiance,
Ohio and two years later he created
two further firms to make pulleys and
wood-working machinery. A flood of
Pennington Patents were registered at
this time at Fort Wayne.

There were rumors of a company
capitalized at one million dollars in
Oswego, Kansas and another at
Cincinnati with factories to produce
‘Freight Elevators’. (Could this phrase
possibly have been a euphemism for
load-carrying Airships?)

After a brief appearance at
Edinburg, Illinois, where he collected
some 50,000 dollars from the
inhabitants for yet another ‘pulley
works’ he came to rest at Mount
Carmel, Illinois in 1890.

Now things begin to
develop. . .this new Company was
actually a four cylinder radial
engine. . .“for the propulsion of an
aerial vessel”. He also let it be known,
that he was “readying a vessel to fly
from Mount Carmel to New York”.

In 1891 he exhibited a captive
airship some thirty feet long and six
feet in diameter. It flew in a circle
propelled by an airscrew turned
electrically. The current was conveyed
by wires in the tethering cable.

In 1893 he turned his attention to
motor driven vehicles and again a
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.'s‘pate of patents flooded from the

Pennington brain. Soon he was
making motor-cycles in Cleveland,
Ohio and here he invented the first
balloon tyre.

Such giddy progress was bound to
meet with reverses and due to his
dog'matic attitude and ruthless
decisions he began to make enemies:
yet his uncanny instinct for avoiding
trouble kept him from falling foul of
the law.

During 1894 he joined Thomas
Kane who made kerosene engines
widely used in dairies for milk
separation. This event is most
important in this thesis which will be
evident later. Here, in Racine on the
shores of lake Michigan they financed
a really large concern for the
development of petrol engines.

They patented among other things
an ‘electric igniter’ for petrol driven
engines which was really the first
sparking plug, in 1895. In this year
Pennington visited England and took
some of his vehicles with him.

Exercising his well-known assurance
and charm he persuaded Henry J.
Lawson a successful manufacturer of
bicycles to purchase patents to the
tune of a half a million dollars. He was
still here in 1896 and entered the
Brighton Run. After an altercation
with Mons. Leon Bollée his claim to
have won the event was not disputed.
After this he participated in the aerial
demonstrations in the U.S.A. late in
1896 and during 1897.

In December 1895 he had deposed
with the American Patents Office the
design for full sized Airship. Many of
the features of this design are so close
to those described by witnesses of the
aerial ship seen in 1896 and 1897 that
on this evidence alone one would
suspect that Pennington could have
been responsible.

Basing the scale of the design on
the size of the passenger seats the
overall length of the ship would be
about 140 ft. The keel beneath which
provided accommodation for the crew
and passengers, also housed large
batteries and extended for 70 ft. with
an equal amount of overhang of the
envelope at each end. At the front end
of the envelope a large airscrew about
50 ft. from tip to tip provided
traction. At the rear an ample rudder
and a horizontal fin allowed control

of direction.

At the sides two horizontally
disposed propellers furnished lateral
‘trimming’. Along the top of the ship
a high dorsal fin would help to
prevent sideways drift and yawing at
speeds. Altogether a
impressive aeronautical design for that
period of time.

It is probable that the finished
airship based on this plan would
deviate in minor details. Perhaps
laterally placed aircrews were found
to give a better lift and control if
suitably shaped.

Wings or large ailerons above the
envelope would also help to provide
lift if suitably angled. In 1895 during
his motorcycle phase Pennington was
heard to remark: “Suppose I have a
cycle, screw driven, making a mile a
minute. . just suppose that...then
suppose that I put aeroplanes on that
machine. . .and they are under good
control, what then?”

What then indeed, the Wright
Brothers would have been forestalled
by several years.

The sighting of the Airship on the
ground in 1897 by Captain Hooton at
6 p.m. on about 20th April is usually
regarded as a true account of his
experience which he recounted in the
Little Rock, Arkansas, Gazette. He
was, he said, out hunting near Homan
when he heard the sound of ‘pumping’
like the noise of a Westinghouse
locomotive brake.

Going in the direction of the sound
he was amazed to behold “the famous
airship” in an open space. A man
wearing dark glasses was doing
something at the rear of the ship. As
he approached four other men
appeared.

During the ensuing conversation
there was no doubt in his mind that
the crew were American. When the
ship was ready, three large ‘wheels’

SlOW very

started to rotate on either side of the -

airship and with a hissing sound she
took off. The ‘aeroplanes’ on top of
the envelope sprang forward and the
ship rapidly gained height and speed.

(For a more detailed account of
this sighting please refer to the

JULX. UST 1966 issue of The

_Flying Saucer Review.)

The *pumping noise’ is of great
significance. This noise is noted in at
least three of the sightings. Twice it

-
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. . j.
was referred to as being similar to that
made by a milk separator. This is
almost conclusive, it was Thomas
Kane whom Pennington joined in

1894, who made the motors for these
separators.

All witnesses agree that there were
lights aboard in abundance with our
very bright searchlight which was seen
to dim as the airship accelerated.

One witness encountering the
aeronaut grounded claims to have
asked why he turned the light on and
off so much. He replied, no doubt
truthfully that it consumed a great
deal of motive power. We are led to
the conclusion that Pennington’s ship
was propelled by a petrol-electric, or
diesel-electric system. A bank of large
batteries would be charged by a motor
driven dynamo and would then
operate electric motors geared to the
airscrew(s). This system was widely
used for the propulsion of road
vehicles in the early years of this
century.

After a trip of some miles it might
be necessary to land to recharge
batteries. Such a propulsion system
would be well within Pennington’s
capabilities at this time.

The crew referred to by some
witnesses included a woman, and it
was customary for Pennington to take
his wife on most of his exploits. (He
married three times but I cannot find
record of any children.) Also a
bearded man. ‘

I have a photograph of Pennington
with one of his vehicles and here he is
accompanied by a man with a beard.
Pennington himself was tall and of
good physique. He usually sported a
rather long dark moustache.

The next evidence required toward
proving that the ship was not only
terrestrial but Pennington’s, is to plot
the course of the airship from
recorded sightings during the fvoyages’
of 1897 and to show that its speed
was within the capabilities of such an
early craft and that it operated in the
vicinity of Pennington workshops.

Here I suggest the reader obtain a
good large scale map of the central
States of America. Those included in
the Encyclopedia Britannica of 1911
are most useful being nearly
contemporary.

Two series of sightings occurred in
1897.
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Expedition Onme. Starting from
Pennington’s base at Oswego, Kansas,
to Belleville, Kansas, to arrive March
25th, thence to Sioux City some 200
miles northward travelling at night.
Making around 40 mph and in fair
weather the six or so hours of
darkness would allow easy arrival by
28th March. Here the ship landed and
charged batteries?

Turning southward an easy night
run of 100 miles allowed late
worshippers leaving church at Omaha,
Nebraska to view the aerial visitor.
Continuing via Lincoln and Beatrice
on the southerly run arrival at Everest,
Kansas on April 1st., another 100
miles apart. In fact Kansas City was
reached quite early at 8:15.

Back to base at Oswego without
serious mishap on about the 3rd.
April?

Aftec this there are three
possibilities. a) Pennington flew to
Racine on lake Michigan by April 9th
keeping to out-of-the-way landing
sites. b) The ship was partly
dismantled and carried by rail in
Pennington’s closed rail cars to
Racine. ¢) That Thomas Kane had
another similar airship at Racine. I
would suggest (b) as being the most
probable in the circumstances.
Pennington had the resources and the
experience in moving large objects by
rail from place to place, vide his
captive airship which was shown at
exhibitions at Chicago and elsewhere.

Expedition Two. The Airship
would have taken the air on the
evening of April 9th 1897 and leaving
Racine some 60 miles from Chicago
was seen first north of the city and
then to south-east at 9:30 p.m.
passing over the lake.

Turning westward the ship would
have reached vicinity of Eldon in lowa
some 200 miles after five hours at
around forty mph. Spending the day
of the 10th on the ground at some
secluded spot the batteries would
again be charged and ready for the
take-off on the evening of April 10th.
Then passing over Eldon westward to
Ottumwa (10 miles) at 7:25 and 7:40
p.m. respectively, the ship is seen near
Albia 25 miles further on at about
8:10 p.m. This chain of sightings
allows some estimation of the airship’s
speed—35 miles in 45 minutes which
is better than 45 mph. Wind speed
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must be taken into account, but from
the sighting reports the weather
during this period seems to have been
remarkably calm.

Steering now toward the north-west
apparently en route for Racine, the
ship would have passed near Mount
Carroll but the date given for the
airship over this city is April 9th. One
must conclude that if this date is
correct that the craft passed over this
city on the westward leg of its journey
before turning south-east toward
Eldon. This is perfectly possible on
the time schedule estimated.

However, and here one must
speculate on Pennington’s movements,
it is not certain how the airship
arrived at its next point at Yates
Center, Kansas on April 19th. It could
well have travelled at night over the
next week or so southward which
would be well within its 40 mph
capabilities. Or, it may have returned
to Racine and have been once more
despatched by rail.

At Yates Center there was the
unfortunate incident of a young heifer
becoming entangled in the mooring
rope on takeoff. Then southeast and a
fairly long haul-400 miles—to near
Texarkana, but at 40 mph only ten
hours of darkness were necessary.
Here the ship was obliged to land on
April 21st. to recharge batteries. In
the evening when all was ready for
take-off the airship was spotted by
one Captain J. Hooton whose detailed
report is well known.

Airborne again and travelling in a
leisurely manner Hot Springs,
Arkansas was reached on May 6th.
Once more the ship landed and was
encountered by the Law Officers,
Constable Sumpter and Deputy
Sheriff McLemore. Both these
gentlemen have sworn affidavits to
their evidence in which they tell of a
bearded mechanic and a young
woman. There was also a young man
who was engaged in filling a water
bag. They were informed that the ship
was en route for Nashville, Tennessee.
This may well have been so, but I feel
that it was not long before it was once
again safely at Oswego, Kansas with
Pennington highly satisfied with his
aerial exploits. There is little evidence
of its re-appearance.

From the foregoing evidence it
must be conceded that the itinerary

llowed by the 1897 airship was not~ )
p. ~ticularly miraculous even for a
crait of that period, only it took place
in America where litherto no such
aerial exploits had been seen.” No
wonder then, that the onlookers
became scared and confused,
suspecting a work of the Devil. The
only Devil responsible was in my
opinion one eccentric, brilliant
inventor named Edward Joel
Pennington.

Of course there are so many
questions left unanswered. For
instance why did Pennington decide
to drop the whole project just when
fame and fortune might seem to have
been within his grasp? | would suggest
that he was clever enough to realize
that his airship, though a very
remarkable invention, had very severe
limitations which could not readily be
overcome.

There would be little prospect of
increasing the battery capacity
without making the ship larger and
unwieldy. It was obviously very much
a fine weather craft and he had been
extraordinarily lucky to have had such
a long spell of fine, calm weather for
his trials.

Also, he would have realized that
until the internal combustion engine
could be improved considerably in
size and reliability the whole airship
project had better be shelved. The
new and more financially rewarding
field of the motor car must have
seemed to Pennington to offer much
better prospects of immediate
financial rewards. He must also have
known that there were aeronautical
designers in Europe who had forged
ahead in the airship field with whom
he could hardly compete.

In the Motor Museum in Beaulieu,
Hampshire there is a very rare vehicle.
It is an 1896 Pennington
motor-tricycle. It is worth looking at
closely. The twin-cylinder, water
cooled engine functions by fuel
injection and the ignition system is
remarkably ingenious, operating an
early form of spark plug on each
cylinder. The wheels have wire spokes
and furnished with wide tires of
modern cross section. It is a really
remarkable piece of advanced
engineering for its time and marks its
designer, Pennington, as a brilliant
engineer of foresight and genius.
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‘ring a most interesting and; to. ‘me,

) I am referrififto Q]

Miami Beach, Florida 33162,
¢ UFO RESEARCHERS: 1 have re-
cently becomie engaged in research-

a very important aspect of Ufology

flap. It app&rently began on the West
Coast in November, 1896, andslowly
spread eastward until it reached the
Midwest and Eastern portions of the
coyntry in the Spring of 1897, If any
reader cares to check local news-
paper files for such data, I would
greatly appreciatehearing of any new
information, and would be gladto ex-
‘change data with other researchers,
To: those who reside West of the
Rocky Mountains, 1 would suggest
that you conceritrate your efforts on

1896, with spot checks, into 1897, To
those hving East of the Rockies, 1

would recommend a thorough search
of newspaper files for April/May,
1897, with. ‘spot checks at earlier
periods, The ‘‘airships’’ were ap-
parently seen in every state during
the above-mentioned periods. Sight-
ings were commeonplace, whileland-
ings and contactd were numerous,
Join with me in thi8 amazing search.
Lucius Fa Route One, Plumer-

~-dition, Also interested in any andall .

" utilized ina special group study and

J ville, Arkansas 72127,

e WANTED: Second hand copies of
*“The Hidden World’’ series. Pref- -
erably in good reading condition;
willing to payupto 1/2to 3/4 original
price for a complete set in good con- .

magazines and books concerning
subterranian phenomena and specif-
ically the Shaver Mystery. Any such
reading matter obtained will be

analysis of ‘this en . Anyconclu-
sions ‘reached, . ﬂndingeg results,
etc., will subeequent}y be published
for the benefit of all those interested
in- said mystery. This matertal will
be analyz ,,;._nanob}ective,acientiﬂc
manner andone phaseof the reseaxch
will [include a: ‘computer evaluation,
Contactv Eﬁch Aggen J T, Dlreeter,

fethescepeofthis

the months of November /December,

RISPONDE PIER LUIGI

Casi ufologici

1 ‘./\.n Cervinw uvjllb“bu Wit pLiuic W Uy Y
se non si scoprissero in tuita la sua ope-
ra quegli archetipi che lo riallacciano
alla piit genuina tradizione. I nostri let-
tori sono invitati a intervenire.

Il Sig. R. Boni di Padova, a cui ho gia
avuto occasione di rispondere (G.d.M.
n. 37, pag. 73), mi indirizza altre due
lettere « zeppe » di quesiti di carattere
ufologico o affine. Riassumo i princi-
pali:

1) Caso Larch — La misteriosa scom-
parsa (rapimento?) dell’undicenne Oliver
Larch, avvenuta secondo R. Pinotti in
US.A. nel 1889, sembra «gemella» di
quella dell’'undicenne Oliver Thomas, av-
venuta secondo ]. Bergier (in « Gli Extra-
terrestri ») in Inghilterra nel 1909. Si tratta
dello - stesso fatto?

2) Caso Barclay del 1897 — Richiesto
della sua provenienza estimone Bar-
clay, Poccupante della misteriosa « Air-
ship » avrebbe risposto: « Da ogni dove »
secondo il G.d.M. n. 39 (pag. 18), o «Da
nessun posto » secondo « Gli Arcani» n. 16

- (pag. 31). Qual ¢ la versione giusta? Per-

ché non ¢ stata ancora trattata a fondo,
in Italia, l'ondata dell’Airship in U.S.A.
del 1896-97?

3) Caso « Aurora» (Texas) — E stato
riesumato il cadavere del presunto « mar-
ziano » che sarebbe precipitato in quella
localita nell’aprile del %&z

4) E attendibile la nofizia circa il « mi-
raggto permanente » di una cittd scono-
sciuta nel deserto dell’Arizona, di cui par-
la G. Tarade nel libro « Gli archivi del
cosmo »?

5) Esistono teorie, oltre quella sostenu-
ta da A. Perego in « L’aviazione di altri
pianeti opera tra noi», circa le cosiddette
« esplosioni fantasma »?

6) L’episodio dei «bambini verdi» che
sarebbero apparsi misteTIOSaAMENIe i Spa-
gna nel 1887, e che certi autori identifi-
cano in ‘esseri ultradimensionali o extra-
terrestri, presenta alcune divergenze fra
la versione riferita da P. Kolosimo in
« Non ¢ terrestre » e quella di } Bergier
ne « Gli extraterrestri». Qual & la ver
sione esatta? )

7) Ragguagli sul «caso Fentz» di cui
riferisce il G.dM. n. 36 a pag. 24, e la
nazionalita della rivista « Fakta» da cui
esso ¢ stato rilevato.

8) Precisazioni sui racconti medievali di
« ancore calate dal cielo », di travi di fuo-
co, di navi volanti.

9) Differenza fra la « Magonia» del
Vallée e Puniverso « parallelo » di cui ac-
cenna il G.dM. n. 19 a pag. 54.

10) Come si inquadra il caso dei coniugi
Hill nella teoria Vallée (Magonia), dal
momento che i presunti occupanti dichia-
rano di essere extraterrestri?

11) Parere sulle fotografie di Ufo scattate
da Bruno Ghibaudi nel 1962 sul lungo-
mare- di Pescara.

e La quantitd e la natura dei quesiti che
lei mi pone con le sue lettere dimostrano
due cose: a) che lei esercita, su quanto
legge nei libri e nelle riviste di ufologia
e argomenti affini, un pit che lodevole
senso critico; b) che la letteratura ufolo-
gica in genere, allorché viene affrontata
con simile senso critico, denuncia fatal-
mente le sue carenze documentarie e il
suo basso grado di attendibilita.

" Per quanto riguarda il primo punto, non

SANI

posso che complimentarmi con lei, ben
sapendo che gli appassionati di fatti
« strani » non chiedono, generalmente, che
di abbeverarsi a sazieta alla magica fonte
dell’insolito, senza preoccuparsi minima-
mente di accertare se l'acqua di quella
fonte sia, per cosi dire, « potabile». Le
dird che questo atteggiamento acritico &
molto diffuso fra gli stessi « studiosi » del-
la materia.

Per quanto concerne il secondo punto,
il discorso & pilt complesso. La lettera-
tura ufologica & diventata ormai immen-
sa. Gia cinque anni or sono, nel 1969,
una bibliografia compilata per conto del-
la «Biblioteca del Congresso » degli Stati
Uniti includeva ben 1600 titoli.

QOggi supererebbe certamente le 2000
unitd. Questa enorme produzione rispec-
chia, con i suoi molteplici filoni, tutti i
diversi aspetti del «mito» degli Ufo:
contattismo, cultismo, clipeologia, archeo-
logia spaziale, etc... Nel suo insieme, for-
ma un « assordante rumore di fondo », nel
quale & estremamente difficile, per chi non
abbia una lunga esperienza e soprattutto
non sia dotato di spirito critico, riuscire a
selezionare il «segnale». Credo di non
essere molto lontano dal vero affermandd
che i buoni testi ufologici, intendendo per
tali quelli che hanno autentico valore do-
cumentario e che offrono sufficiente ga-
ranzia di attendibilita, (il « segnale », ap-
punto), non raggiungono il numero di 50
(ma forse sono ottimista). Il resto non &
che letteratura di « evasione », che si dif-
ferenzia dalla fantascienza (di bassa lega)
solo per la sua pretesa di riferire «cose
vere ». Alla base di questo fenomeno c’¢,
naturalmente, la speculazione commerciale.
1 libri sugli Ufo si vendono. Ed ¢ relati-
vamente facile scriverli: basta possedere
una conoscenza anche superficiale dell’ar-
gomento, attingere un certo numero di
« fatti» e di «notizie » da altri libri gia
pubblicati, e ripresentare il tutto con un
sapiente. condimento di sensazionalismo.
L’effetto & garantito. C’® sempre un pub-
blico disposto a leggere e a «credere»
sulla parola... dell’autore.

Questo pubbllco che rappresenta la
stragrande maggioranza degli appassiona-
ti del mistero, non chiede, in effetti, che
di «evadere ». L’autenticita delle notizie
che apprende & problema del tutto secon-
dario, se pure & un problema. Purtroppo,
{a maggior parte dei « fatti » riferiti in que-
ste opere non ¢ che l'eco, rimbalzata da
libro a libro, da rivista a rivista, di noti-
zie che quasi sempre erano, gia all’origi-
ne, distorte se non addirittura false. Ma
chi si preoccupa pitt di controllarle?

Il risultato di questa « staffetta» lette-
raria &€ una colossale mistificazione, piti o
meno consapevole.

Ovviamente, il lettore attento che cerca
di documentarsi e non semplicemente di
«evadere », viene assalito da una folla
di dubbi. Contraddizioni, incongruenze.
versioni diverse e contrastanti dello stes:
so « episodio », scambio di date e di no
mi, lo imbarazzano e lo irritano.

La confusione & tanto pilt grande quan
to pitt « vecchio» & il fatto riferito. Oli
ver Larch (o Lerch, o Thomas), i « bam
bini verdi », le ancore calate dal cielo, le
travi di fuoco, sono soltanto alcuni esem



coup de questions restent sans ré-
ponse. Peut-étre est-ce mieux ainsi.
Trop chercher d comprendre pourrait
étre mal percu dans les milieux trés
fermés, sinon éminemment secrets,
et pour qui la vien’est qu’aléatoire et
fonction de la raison d’Etat.»

Plus intéressante par contre est
I'appartenance de l'auteur a la
Commission d’Etude Ouranos
(CEO), association frangaise pré-
sentée ici comme «un organisme
non sectaire (...) voué a I'étude des
phénoménes religieux». Ouranos est
en fait moins connue des théolo-
giens que des ufologues, puis-
qu’elle futfondée en 1951 par I'un
d’entre-eux, Marc Thirouin. La
CEO connut une certaine renom-
mée ufologique sous I'impulsion
de son «responsable des enqué-
tes», I'écrivain de science-fiction
Jimmy Guieu. Celui-ci s’était rendu
célebre par la publication de deux
ouvrages sur les soucoupes vo-
lantes réédités en 1972 4 1'Om-
nium Littéraire. Une maison d'édi-
tion dont Julien Origas, ancien
agent de la Gestapo et compa-
gnon de route des chefs de1’OTS,
fut le responsable...

Ces derniéres années, la CEO a

Phénoména

adoptédes positions radicales sur
le «phénoméne extraterrestre» et le
paranormal en général, voyant
derri¢re ceux-ci une «action de
subversion, afin de créer un état pa-
rapsychocratique collectif suffisant
pour laisser libre cours a des forces
occultes noires et totalitaires du surréel
paraphysique (...) (in Le monde oc-
culte du surréel paraphysique, Ou-
ranos, 1982). Voir la CEO disser-
ter sur 'OTS ne peut donc man-
quer de rappeler la parabole de
I’hépital et de la charité.

RM

Quatre cent quatre vingt-dix pa-
ges pour le premier des deux
romans publiés (il y en aura 4 en
tout) de W.A. Harbinson tour-
nant autour des ovnis. Une
paille ! Mélangeant habilement la
Science, la Politique, 1'Histoire et
la fiction, I'auteur nous entraine
dans Inceptigyg, sur les chemins
d’une conspiration incrovable a
la trame pourtant simple, déja
imaginée par certains ufologues
que d‘aucuns qualifieron:);ie
marginaux. /{@ - q

Nous sommes en 1930. Le gron-
dementsourd desbottesalleman-
des se fait entendre dans la loin-
taine Amérique au moment méme
ol Robert H. Goddard s’emploie
aréglerlesderniers préparatifsau
lancement des fusées qui ouvri-
rontla voie a la conquéte spatiale.
Au nombre de ses amis proches,

ohn Wilsor, personnage mysté-

rieux et inquiétant s’il en est, dont
le génie est indispensable a God-
dard pour mener a bien ses re-
cherches. Un génie qui se laissera
rapidement tenter par le chant des
sirénes, et qui gagnera I'Allema-
gne moins par idéologie que parce
qu‘il pense que le Reich est sus-
ceptible de lui apporter ce qu'il
cherche vraiment : la reconnais-
sance et les moyens de mettre en
oeuvre la construction d’armes non
conventionnelles. L'intrigue nous
apprendra en effet que Wilson, né
en 1870, est vraisemblablement &
'origine de la_vague d'aérongfs
fantdmes de 1896-1997, du moins,
ce sont les soupgons qui pésent
sur lui puisque personne ne sait
cequ’il advint de lui entre 1895 (il
aalors 25 ans) et 1930 au moment
o1 il rencontre Goddard.

Apres maintes péripéties, on re-
trouvera Wilson 4 Prague, en pleine
débandadeallemande, sur le point
de terminer, avec Schriever, la
soucoupe qui doit constituer 'arme
ultime. A ses trousses, I'armée
russe qui marche sur Prague,
Bradley, un vétéran de la Natio-
nal Advisory Committee on Ae-
ronautics (précurseur de la NASA)
qui n'a de cesse de traquer le trai-
tre, et les hommes d’élite d’"Him-
mler lui-méme qui ne veut 3 au-
cun prix que la soucoupe tombe
aux mains de l'ennemi. On s’en
doute, la rencontre finira trés mal
avec la destruction totale du pro-
totype. Wilson s’enfuira malgré
tout, avec les plans et la complici-
té d'un sous-marin allemand, vers
un pays d’Amérique du Sud ou
'on n’entendra plus parler de lui.
L'Histoire a écrit la fin de la guerre,
la capitulation de I’Allemagne, la
fuite des «cerveaux» vers les Etats-
Unis et I'Union Soviétique. Bra-
dley, grievement blessé, est soi-
gné avant de regagner Roswell,
ou il méne une vie paisible trou-
blée seulement par les souvenirs
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frustrants d’un
Wilson traitre,
d’unWilsonin-
saisissable,
froid etcalcula-

teur dont il n‘au- W. A. H

|' 11

ra jamais eu
l'occasion de
croiser le re-
gard... Nous

sommes en

J

arl

Phénomeéna

i

1947, précisé- EETRE LTt TR iy
’ i

mentle2juillet.
Mais I'histoire
ne fait que
commencer.
Lorsqueletélé-
phone sonne,
Bradley recon-
nait la voix du
premier lieute-
nant de la base de Roswell, une
vieille connaissance. Les radars
viennent de détecter quelque chose
qui s’est écrasé. Bradley doit se
rendre immédiatement sur les lieux
s‘il veut le voir avant que toute
trace nesoiteffacée.L'armées’ac-
tive en effet...

Bradley n’arrivera jamais au ren-
dez-vous. Il fera ce que I'on ap-
pelle une rencontre du troisi¢me
type, en l'occurrence, ici, un type
qui s‘appelle Wilsog descendu d'un
de ses engins dont on aura com-
pris qu'ils sont désormais au point.
La rencontre sera froide, cynique,
presque initiatique et a peine voi-
lée de menaces a l'encontre de
Bradley et de sa famille. Ebranlé,
ce dernier décide de jeter 'éponge.
I briilera tous ses dossiers et mettra
un terme a sa traque. Rideau ! Fin
de la premigre partie.

Dans le deuxiéme ouvrage, inti-
tulé Phoenix, la conspiration s'épais-
sitaveclenombre de pages (568!)
qui couvrent la période de l'im-
médiate aprés-guerre jusque dans
les années soixante. La soucoupe
de Roswell a été récupérée par les
militaires, alors que Marlon, I'un

des rares témoins civils du crash,
sera enlevé par Wilsgg, On fera
alors la connaissance de Jack Ful-
ler, dela CIA, quiserasurleslieux
du crash avec les militaires pour
s’assurer, au nom de son gouver-
nement, d’un black-out complet.
Puis il y a aussi Dwight, de I’Air
Technical Intelligence Centre, qui
sera de tous les combats, avec
Hynek, McDonald et les groupe-
ments privés pour essayer de lever
le voile sur ce qui se passe réelle-
ment dans les sphéres gouverne-
mentales. Wilson, entre-temps,
s’est réfugié dans I’Antarctique,
ou il a construit une immense base
secrete dans laquelle sont fabri-
quées les soucoupes lui conférant
une positionde forcequiaménera
les autorités américaines a con-
clureun pacte:illeur garantitune
avance technologique sérieuse sur
leurs adversaires (la Chine et
I’'URSS), moyennantquoiils s’en-
gagent a fermer les yeux sur les
enlévements pratiqués (en fait une
main d’oeuvre contrainte a 1'es-
clavage pour la fabrication des
engins). Ils devront aussi tourner
les ovnis enridicule et réduire les
témoins au silence. C’est ga ou
rien ! Et les manifestations de su-

périorité de
Wilson finiront
de convaincre
les sceptiques
qu'iln’y a pas
d’autre solu-
tion. Ainsi in-
terviendra-t-il
réguliérement
pour donner
un coup de
pouce a la tech-
nologie améri-
caine ou, au
contraire, pour
en freiner les
acquis.

Bradley, dont
la défection a
Roswell en
avait étonné plus d'un, sera visité
tour a tour par de nombreuses
personnes dont Dwight, qui ten-
teront de connaitre la vérité. Ter-
rifié, il ne concédera a parler que
lejour ot Fuller luirévéle qu'il est
déja au courant. Ce sera la der-
ni¢re fois que lui et sa femme
seront vus vivants. Il en saitbeau-
coup trop... il sera éliminé.

Les réunions entre Wilson et les
autorités américaines (y compris
jusqu’au président) se poursui-
vront & un rythme régulier au cours
d’un récit dont on aura du mal a
saisir la finalité. L'auteur, qui
fournit une nouvelle «grille de
lecture» de 1'ufologie comprenant
des éléments connus et authenti-
ques (personnalités, projets, ob-
servations célebres) termine ce
deuxiéme  volume en réduisant
Dwight au silence. Ce dernier est
en effet «averti», commele futen
son temps Bradley lors d'une
rencontre rapprochée, qu'il en sait
beaucoup trop et qu'il est grand
temps, pour le bien de sa femme
etdesafille, desetaire. Lamiseen
garde était claire et 'homme, qui
ne s’était pas présenté, lui dit
qu’au besoin, McDonald se char-
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essencé (1?) et y demeura pef}dalt quelques ins-
tants.Quand les habitants de§ /jtux s‘approché-
rent, le propriétaire du vaisseau grimpa a bord et
fila loin dans la profondeur de /la nuit..”
(“Wabash-Plain-Dealer”, Wabash, Indiana, 23
avril 1897, p.3).

- 20 avril, 14h00, Smithville, Texas : “...L airs-
hip se posa sur le sol... Nos chevaux donnérent
des signes de frayeur au point que nous préféré-
mes stopper pour les attacher, et nous nous diti-
geames vers l'appareil. Mais & notre approche, il
s’envola et fila vers l'ouest. Au moment -ou nous
l'avons vu au sol, il y avait 4 ou 5 hommes autour
de lui qui réintégrérent I'apparell @ notre vue et

s’envolérent. Les témoins sont MM. E.F. Mec ..

CLENDON, physicien, et John BAKER un des
associés de la Craddock & BAKER Cie.” ("San-
Antonio-Daily-EApress”, San-Antonio, Texas,
24 avril 1897). -

- 21 avril, soir, klallée de Symmes, Ohio:
”...Des témoins apercurent [‘airship prés de la
viellle église de la petite vallée de Symmes, et ils
tenterent de s’en approcher furtivement... lls
jentendirent des gens a l'intérieur qui parlaient dans
& un caquetage inintelligible. Puis ils virent la chose
.s’élever et étendre ses ailes pour s’éloigner...”
(“Ceredo-Advance’”, Ceredo, Virginie de
["Ouest, 22 avril 1897).

Nous n‘avons pas réussi a nous procurer la
version originale de I'affaire de Mc Kinney Bayou
{Arkansas) du 25 avril, o0 un certain Juge A.
BYRNE aurait vu trQigs hommes res a.des
japanaisdans un airship atterri qui décolla rapide-
ment sans attendre 'arrivée du témoin. Mais elle
est bien connue des ufologues avertis.

Par contre nous avons obtenu un cas qui,
dans les débuts de sa narration, nous promettait
une magnifigue R.R.3. Malheureusement, nous
avons par la suite déchanté. Toutefois, pour ne
pas avoir l'air de “‘censurer’”’ cette information,
nous vous livrons la partie qui nous a chagriné :

- 20 avril, soir, Clarksburg, Virginie de
I'Ouest : “.../l y avait trois personnes a bord, et
comme leurs visages étaient dans /'ombre, je n’al
pas pu distinguer leurs traits. Ce qui me stupéfia,
fut le fait qu'is avaient de grandes robes et de
longs cheveux'flottant sur leurs épaules. Leur
apparence était pizarre... et cela me laissa penser
que les occupards du vaisseau devaient venir d’un
autre monde et ont peur d‘atterrir sur terre, mais
effectueraient des reconnaissances... Le témoin
estime que l'airship a pu étre attiré par les lumiéres
dispensées par les nombreuses manufactures de /g
région...”” (“Pittsburg-Leader”, Pittsburg,
“Pennsylvanie, 24 avril 1897, p.8).

Nous éviterons le piége de la dissertation sur
ce cas. Il comporte des éléments n’entrant dans

32
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aucun schéma vraiment solide, hormis peut-étre
celui des ““anges” de l'imagerie populaire...

Nous en terminerons avec les R.R.3 par un
cas assez extraordinaire, difficile & classer définiti-
vement comme authentique, qui peut n'étre qu’un
canular, mais qui comporte un ou deux éléments
pouvant le faire entrer dans un schéma ‘‘contac-
tés”, et que nous incluons volontairement (et pro-
visoirement) dans le schéma faisant |'objet de ce
paragraphe :

- 13 avril, nuit, Osage, lowa : “...Je revenais de
Stacyville en voiture hippomobile lorsque mon
cheval s‘arréta et s’ébroua. J'apergus un long
cigare en forme de tube munf Q'a//gs sur les cotés,
immenses comme celles d’un dragon. I se tenait
au milieu de la route, mais a peine étions-nous
arrétés qu'il s’éleva gracieusement dans les airs et
nous survola a la verticale, si pres, que j'aurais pu
le toucher de la main si j'avais voulu. Le vaisseau

était occupé parmg%/_)](r;lz_{f._b_e//_eg_qg’aw que
J'aie jamais vues, lesquelles Communiquereqt avec
moi par la penség me faisant savoir qu'elles
étaient les agents d’un autre monde envoyées ici
pour chercher un nonneteé homme (1?). Bien
entendu j'étais déconcerté de leur choix, et je leur
promis de tout faire pour leur étre agréable. Ifs
m’ordonnérent de dire a tous ‘les dadais stupides
d’en dessous, qu’ils habitaient un monde de
gadoue’, et qu’eux avaient été chargés d’'un
travail de surveillance, avec /intention d’agqué- |
rir la Terre et d'en faire {Une_colonie d'esprifs.)
Comme ils ne sont pas materiels, ils-dirent qulls -
n’interféreront pas avac la_vie_des habitants, et
cesseront de nous deranger lorsque nous £esse-
ront de distinguer leurs formes, lesquelles sont une
combinaison de néant et E’esprit (1}. Une fois ces
informations divulguées, ils appuyérent sur un
levier, et avec un joli balancement, le grand vais-

seau s’éleva et s’éloigna...”" (“Mitchell-Country-
Press”, Osage, lowa, 15 avril 1897, p.6).

Vraiment étonnant, n’est-ce pas ? Qu'un améri-
cain de 1897 ait pu inventer un tel incident est aussi
dur 3 avaler que ses allégations !

{a suivre)

PRECISION

Un lecteur, M. Robert Durieux nous signale
4 propos de l'article de F. Lagarde “I'insolite
qui dérange’”’ (LDLN 247278 page 18 ligne 7
que le restaurant est “’La boite a Bouffe” (et
non ‘““La Grande Bouffe”’), et lignes 8 et 9 que
le véhicule était une NSU R080 (et non une DS
21).



‘Revelations in

Kansas ‘Calfnapping’

Fate and Fortean Times. The followmg facts are
presented to bring the readers of the APRO Bulletin up
to date on the many facets of this case.

The circumstances revolve around a story appearing
in the April 23, 1897 issue of the Yates Center
Farmer's Advocate. The publication printed a story
about Alexander Hamilton, a prominent local rancher.
Mr. Hamilton testified that four days previously he and
his son Wallace Hamilton together with Gid Heslip had
“observed an airship slowly descendmg upon my cow
lot about 40 rods from the house.” The three men ran
to the corral and discovered a calf caught in the fence.
There wis a rope tied to its neck. The rope was
attached above to a cigar- shaped airship. In the
carriage below the airship were six strange beings.
There were two men, a woman, and three children.
The beings conversed in a strange language. They
focused the searchlight on the men below and left the
area with the calf in tow. The next day the calf’s hide,
legs, and head were found several miles away.
Affidavits and statements supported this information.

In 1965 Jacques Vallee discussed the episode in
Anatomy of a Phenomenon. Countless other books
presented this incident in successive years. But the
Buffalo Enterprise of January 28, 1943 is to be credited
with true facts in the case. In this newspaper there
appeared a letter by Ed F. Hudson. Mr. Hudson had
been the 1897 editor of the Yates Center Farmer's
Advocate. The following is the statement of Ed F.
Hudson in this newspaper:

“I had just bought and installed a little gasoline
engine, the first I believe to come to Yates Center,
using it to run my machinery replacing the hand-power
on the old Country Campbell press and kicking the job
presses. I invited many of my friends into the back
shop to see the engine work. Hamilton was one of
them. He exclaimed, ‘Now they can fly,” hence the
airship story that we made up. After we had published
it, the story was copied in many of the largest news-
papers in this country, England, France, and Germany,
some illustrating it with pen-drawn imagining by their
staff artists. There were also hundreds of inquiries
from every part of the globe. Soon afterwards their
[sic] came the various experiments in flight, but I have
always maintained that Alex Hamilton was the real
inventor of human flight.” Also Ed Hudson's son Ben
explained in a related note that his father and Hamilton
had “concocted that story following a Saturday after-
noon pow-wow which was customary for Saturdays in
those days.”

The above article was discovered by A.W.S.
correspondent of R. J. Rickard, editor of England’s
Fortean Times. This occurred in 1976 when he worked

jon a historical research project. Jerome Clark received

a copy of the story and conducted an extensive effort to
confirm and substantiate the facts in the case. Mr.
Clark's efforts are to be lauded for providing further
racts relative to this hoax type case,

(See Kansas *~Ragg Jight)
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(Continued from Page Seven)

srome Clark obtained additional information by
lishing a letter in the September 16, 1976 issue of
es Center News seeking further information. Mrs.
mna Steeby of Wichita, Kansas wrote that Ethel L.,
w, her 93 year old mother, had heard the tale from
xander Hamilton himself. There had evidently been
iar’s Club. The airship-calf story provided the super
The final confirming information was obtained hy
ome Clark in a telephone conversation with
:abeth Hamilton Linde, granddaughter of Alexander
milton. Mrs. Linde admitted that she had heard
m contemporaries of her grandfather over the years
t the story had been a hoax concocted by the editor,
+ grandfather, and other members of a local Liar's
b. Mrs. Linde also related that Mrs. Shaw was a
:nd of Alexander Hamilton’s daughter Nell and in all
slihood was telling the truth about the confession by
sxander Hamilton in the Hamilton home.
Thus this calfnapping jcident has been brought to an
1 after so many yearg of doubt and discussion. The
rsistent efforts of wfiter Jerome Clark are to be
nmended for the regolution of this long discussed
isode. It is another of the many hoaxes which must
separated from the genuine UFO incidents.




S e bly‘the most fantastic story con-
‘cerning tbe Great Airship Scare in
the 1890's concerned the unsubstan-
- ‘tiated report submitted to the Dallas
Morning News on April 17, 1897, by a
‘ correspondent, S.E., Haydon, from Au-
rora, Texas. Since it is completely

~ shrouded in mystery and overlooked by
UFOlogists all these years, I think you
"~ will be most interestedina.complete report from the Dallas newspaper account
~printed in the April 19th edition.

_ "About 6 o'clock this morning the early risers of Aurora were astonished at
the sudden appearance of the airship which has been sailing through the
country. L
<+ "It was travelling due north, and much nearer the earth than ever before¢-,1
S Evidently some of the machinery was out of order, for it was making only &
©  speed of 10 or 12 mph and gradually settling toward the earth. It salle:
. rectly over the public square, and when it reached the north part of town,
_collided with the tower of Judge Proctor's windmill and went to pleces wi
- terrific explosion, scattering dedbris over several acres of ground, wrecking‘
- the windmill and water tank destroying the judge's flower garden.

> "The pilot of the ship is supposed to have been the only one on board and
;5while his remains are badly disfigured, enough of the original hes been pfek'
<'ed up to show that he was not an 1nhab1tant of this world.

Q"""Mr. T.J. Weems, the United States signal service officer at this place and
S 8&n authority on astronomy, gives it as his opinion that he was 8 native of
gF‘ithe planet Mars. ,

*=* "Papers found on this person - evidently the record of his travels - are
;E’ written in some unknown hleroglyphics angd cannot be deciphered.,

““»?i”The ship was too badly wrecked to form any conclusion as to its conat g
“.or motive.power. It was built of an unknown metal resembling somewhat a mix
; ‘ture of aluminum and silver, and 1t must have welghed several tons. G

f“l;"The town 1s full of people today who are viewing the wreck and gat (1
@pecimens of the strénge metal from the debris. The pilot's runeral‘will
~ take place tomorrow, "

- FOQTNOTE: The grave of the alleged spaceman was never found and also'ﬁr,mﬁ¢3
"+ Weems never really existed. However, since Aurora shortly aft'r¢' ,
shed from the maps, as so mauy. yommunities in that area were
real truth of this incredible case will probably never.!
4 somewhere a family might still possess the romaina'af
ar’...and nerhans the key to the enigma.

A)
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CALIFORNIA SIGHTINGS—NOVEMBER M

DATE LOCALES REPORTING
Sunday 15 San Andreas
Monday 16 Sacramento, Oakland
Tuesday 17 Oakland
Wednesday | 18 Oak Park
Thursday 19 No data
Friday 20 Waterford, Oakland
Saturday 21 No data
Sunday 22 San Francisco, Alameda,
Sacramento
Monday 23 Oakland, Berkley, Antioch, Chico
Tuesday 24 Oakland, Red Bluff, Hanford,

Vacaville, San Leandro, San Jose
Wednesday { 25 | Sacramento, Pasadena, Fresno,
Los Angeles, Hayward, Petaluma,
San Lorenzo, East Oakland
Thursday 26 (Thanksgiving Holiday) Oakland,
Robinson’s Ferry, Arno,
Monterey, East San Jose,

Modesto
Friday 27 Oakland, Alameda
Saturday 28 Salinas
Sunday 29 No data

have also seemed to follow a regular schedule. For
example, they appeared nightly around 8.00 p.m. in
Point Pleasant, W. Va., during March and April, 1967.
Natural phenomena would not, of course, adhere to
such a strict timetable.)

Table 2 illustrates the times of the sightings.

There were additional sightings in California during
December, ‘“flap¥ seems to have built-up
and tapere gle week in November.
The peak was reached on November 25, a Wednesday.
The newspapers were filled with speculations about a
“secret inventor” who had perfected a wonderful
“airship” and they tried to keep the matter alive after
the sightings subsided. But the sightings subsided
nevertheless. The “‘secret inventor” flew off as mysteri-
ously as he had come.

There were daylight and dusk sightings of a cigar-
shaped object and these were well-publicized, leading
everyone to assume that anything unusual in the sky was
that eerie ““airship”. Most of the night-time sightings
were of brilliant lights, not of a cigar-shaped *‘airship”.

he sightings occurred simultaneously in scattered

reas, indicating (if not proving) that more than one
“airship” was involved. Powerful spotlights were
frequently reported, projecting blinding beams towards
the ground. There are, of course, many contemporary
reports of this same thing. Coloured lights were also
observed, but the majority were a dazzling white.

There were also a few landing and contact reports.
One man even claimed that hg was taken for a fast ride,
to Hawaii aboard the ‘““airship’.

Now for a bit of research. If you have a copy of
Project Blue Book Report 14, turn to Fig. 31 (p. 47), a
map of the United States outlining sightings reported
to the USAF between 1947-52. You will note that one
of the heaviest concentrations of sightings in the entire
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APPROXIMATE TIMES OF SIGHTINGS —

APRIL, 1897

9 p.m.—25%, of all sightings
8 p.m.—20%,

10 p.m.—20%,

12 p.m.—15%,

Remaining 20% were scattered throughout the early
evening, early morning, and daylight hours

country is centred around the San Francisco areca—a
total of 338, blanketing approximately the same places
“invaded” back in November, 1896. The sightings in
these areas have been numerous and consistent through-
out the 1960s. We might conclude that the UFOs aré
especially interested in this region and have at least been
keeping it under observation since 1896!

Already we have two fragmentary “facts”: the objects
have been repeatedly (or consistently) active in the same
arca for 72 years, and they were, for a reason, following
a timetable—a definite Flan of activity as far back as
1896. They moved swiftly into the area and were most
active in the middle of the week.

Things quietened down for several months. Then, in
March, 1897, strange lights and aerial objects reappeared
in the United States, this time in the midwest and
northern states, particularly around Michigan. Then
they seemed to spread out from the midwest. This
pattern still prevails. Several recent “flaps’ seem to have
begun in the midwest and fanned out.

I have laid out all the available reports from April,
1897, according to dates, times and geographical factors,
and here again the “flap” patterns are apparent and
consistent.
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"A Strange Story is going that Fleet of Ships have been Seen in the Air in Some part of the By
of Fundy. Mr. Darrow is lately from there by Land. I enquired of him. He Says they were Sa14
to be Seen at New Minas, at one Mr. Ratchford’s, by a Girl, about Sunrise, & that the Girl being
frightened, Called out, & two men that were in the House went out & Saw the Same Sight, being“‘
15 ships and a Man forward of them with his hand Stretched out. The Ships made to the

Eastward. They were So Near that the people Saw their Sides & ports. The Story did not obtaip -

universal Credit, but Some people believed it. My Own Opinion is that it was only in
Imagination, as the Cloud at Sunrise might Make Some Such appearance, which being Improved
by Imagination, might be all they Saw. Exceedingly pleasant day & Evening."*

R o RN

Mr. Perkins was a merchant and judge by profession, and evidently a skeptic by nature.

Airship

When the great Airship Wave overtook the US, it certainly did not overlook Canada. There were
many Airship sightings in the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec, in the East, and a few reports scattered
across the country. What was not known until recently was that the Province of British Columbia had
an incredible number of Airship reports that have never been fully documented. We are just now

eginning to unearth these reports and place them on the record. In referring to some of these Canadian
Airship reports, it should be noted that some of the “balloon” allusions refer to an explorer named
Andre[s]’ , who was attempting to balloon to the North Pole from Norway. This was much on the minds
of Canadians at the time, and many sightings were assumed to be of the Andre balloon. Typical of the
BC Airship reports is this from 12 August 1896:

Credible information has been received by [Indian Department] agent Lomas from two Indian
parties separated by a long distance. At the time of observation the Andre balloon had been
sighted in Lat. 55.15, Long 27. 40 pursuing a near northerly course.

4

[From] Victoria, August 11. There was a balloon flitting around over the northern portion of*
British Columbia early in July, or else more than one person was deceived by his eyes.....an’

Indian boy saw what he took to be a balloon [and] he reported the fact to Indian agent Lloyd at

Hazleton.....[when] a week later a party of trappers headed by Chief Ghail of Kitapioux arrived

at Hazleton and reported that they had seen a balloon on July 3rd, the residents of that district
came to the conclusion that Andre and his party had passed over them. It could hardly have been
Andre however as latest reports from Christiana, Spitzbergen on Friday last he had not started
on his journey and in fact was contemplating a postponement until next year. A balloon was

undoubtedly seen however and the question is now puzzling everyone here, who it is and where
did it come?*

That very same day, the following report came out of Rossland, in the interior of the Province of BC:

It told of a strange aerial body that approached the town, paused momentarily above a mountain
peak, made seven wide circles in the sky, and then sped away on a straight course. The thing was
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described as a “luminous ball of fire that glowed amidst a halo of variegated colours.” The object
took a quarter of an hour to complete its maneuvers and was watched by many citizens of
Rossland.’

Moving ahead almost a year, we see the airship making an appearance in the Province of Manitoba:

The “what-is-it?” has been seen in Winnipeg.... Saturday night was the date chosen for the
appearance of the airship and the lights of the mysterious machine were in full view of many
citizens for full fifteen minutes. The light of the strange aerial vessel came into full view about
9 o’clock on the eastern horizon in the direction of Stony Mountain.... Only the bare outline of
some dark object could be seen besides the strong beacon light, evidently shown from the
“masthead” of the aerial craft. There can be no doubt of the presence of a strange visitor on
Saturday night, as its transit was witnessed by many reputable citizens.

The last point reported from was North Portal, NWT, where about two weeks ago a strange
object was noticed in the air, and passed over the town quite as rapidly as the “machine” noticed
here on Saturday night.®

Later in the summer of 1897, the following appeared under the headline, “A Mysterious Visitor.”:

Have you seen the light in the heavens?..if not, you are not up to date. It has been hovering in
the skies of Vancouver almost every night this week, and has been viewed by many...Last night
the strange object was noticed to the north of the city across the city traveling in an easterly
direction. The luminous ball of fire or airship as some call it was closely watched. It approached
with great swiftness, paused in midair, then surrounded itself with flashes of colour and moved
towards the northeast. At times it looked like a ball of fire at others it had a dull lustre and small
particles of fire would shoot from the great glowing mass. N.C. Schon of Burnaby saw the
luminous body while on the steamer Rithet on Monday night. He states that it moved parallel to
the sea far below the star line and looked like a bright red star surrounded by a luminous halo.
It was cigar shaped and seemed to travel slowly and occasionally there seemed to drop a shower -
of sparks like the sputtering of an arc light.’

When the end of 1897 arrived, the UFOs themselves — in this case the airships — were gone, but the
phenomenon never does actually go away. Not really. It moves. Or changes. Or as they say so accurately
In the television business, it may simply “go on hiatus.”

In 1908, the airship phenomenon reappeared. This report, though not exactly from Canada, is from
somewhere quite close by:

IS IT MARS OR AN AIRSHIP? TOWNSPEOPLE OF KENT, WASHINGTON MUCH
EXCITED BY MYSTERIOUS LIGHT IN HEAVENS
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FLYING SAUCER

slides—tapes & pictures

The world’s largest collection of UFO slides—tapes—pictures—books and back dated magazines are now available.

Send 10 cents for current listings.

MYSTERIOU AIRSHIPS OF THE 18904

reproductions O

framing. Usual price $4 95 Now only $3.75.

PECIAL OFFERS

What were they? Where did they come from? Actual newspaper
available. 4 UFOs of this era pictured on huge 24x18 poster suitable for

BACK ISSUES OF 5 different UFO publications. Includes THE ILLUMINATOR— UFO
SIGHTER—SEARCHLIGHT—-INTERPLANETARY INTELLIGENCE REPORT only $1.50.

5 UFO slides showing either historical reference to these crafts or an actual shot taken someplace in the world.

Selling price normally $2.50. Special offer price only $1.75.
ORDER THESE ITEMS FROM:

Same day service

i TIMOTHY GREEN BECKLEY, 3 COURTLAND STREET, NEW BRUNSWICK, NEW JERSEY 08901
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Contribution a I'ét

de [1896

G

nes insolites

1898 ”

C.1.LE.S.-OURANOS

par Jean SENELIER

Dans un article publié dans le n° 16 d'OURANOS,
j'"émettais 1'avis que « s'il y a manifestation d’étres
extra-terrestres, elle n’‘est compréhensible que si elle a
débuté depuis peu de temps, disons, par exemple, & partir
des événements de 1897 ».

Il m‘a toujours semblé que ces remarquables phénomeé-
nes aériens devraient étre « repensés » et étre l|‘objet
d'une étude toute particuliére parmi nos muitiples tenta-
tives pour percer le mystére des « objets volants »
inconnus.

En réalité, il faut dire que l'année précédente et celle
qui suivit sont aussi & marquer d’une pierre blanche et
ces répétitions dans la nature des phénoménes sont &
noter. Indiquons donc le processus de ces événements.

Le 27 mars 1896, selon une communication de M
Paul Rouland & Dragueville (Manche) adressée a la
Société Astronomique de France (Bulletin de la S.AF.,

“Ca, N Ae- 6T

1896, p. 228), vers 10 h 35 du soir, un météore de gran-
deur apparente approximativement égale a 3 fois le
diamétre de la lune apparut dans la Constellation du
Lion. 1 décrivit une ELLIPSE, passant par la Balance
et le Scorpion et se dirigeant vers la constellation ¢e la
Vierge, s'éteignit entre Saturne et VEpi; trainée lumineuse
pendant 15 secondes

Le méme Bulletin de la S.A.F. (1895, p. 288) signa-
lait que le 11 @olt a Avignon, on observa un « bolide
dédoublé » avec une séparation de 1° environ. Enfin,
le Bulietin de 1895 (p. 376) décrit le phénoméne suivant
observé en fin de journée: « Le 21 novembre 1896 a
5h 15 du soir, direction E.N.E. observation (& Fontenay-
le-Comte) d‘un météore lumineux de diamétre apparent
égal & celui de Vénus et d'un blanc pur. Il décrit une
courbe vers la terre de 25° environ au-dessus de I'hori-
zon en laissant une faible trainée lumineuse. Visible pen-
dant 2 &' 3 secondes pendant lesquelles il a décrit une
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“Sioux City, lowa. May{l
claims he has an air ship

New UFO books reviewed by...

ROM November !g% i Qa‘g‘l 1897, thousands of

people in the U.S.Areported seeing bright lights
moving across the night sky. In some cases they said
that they saw the shadowy structure of an airship
above the light. The phenomenon was widely re-
ported in the press and rapidly became known as the
mystery airship. In the 1960s UFO researchers un-
earthed some of these reports and published their
findings, which showed that the reported performance
of the mystery airship was inconsistent with the level
of technical development which airship designers had
achieved at that time. Since then, the mystery airships
have joined that group of peripheral mysteries which
appear to have some connexion with the main body of
ufology, but which continue to evade precise investi-
gation.

. Many articles on the subject have been published
in UFO journals, and one booklet dealing with the
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ich actually flies. Thus far

1296 -9¢4

f
Venus. No one will ever know.
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Janet & Colin Bord

early Californian wave was privately distributed by
Loren Gross, but in The Great Airship Myste
(Dodd, Mead & Company, New  York, hardbai,
$9.95, 212 pages, index, illustrated) Daniel Cohen
provides a detailed report and analysis of these
events, and their strangeness can here be fully appre-
ciated. The zuthor Starts with the earliest sightings in
California in November 1896 and follows the reports
as they moved eastwards during the next six months.
He shows how the airships were reported in the press,
with much the same mixture of irresponsibility and
ridicule that later UFO reports received, and how the
rivalries and ambitions of newspaper owners coloured
the reporting. The public expectation was that a secre-
tive inventor had solved the mystery of flight and
would very soon reveal himself, and there were of
course various individuals who claimed to be he, but
after a brief blaze of publicity they faded once more
into obscurity.

4

NOTE BY EDITOR, FSR

he has not entrusted his person to the tender mercies
of his craft, but a ship of sufficient size to carry a man
is now being_construcigd on the pattern of a successful
model alrgady testech The model soared to a height of
100 feet and was then pulled in.”

The report goes on to give details of this wondrous
machine.

The similarities between the old and modern UFO
sightings are remarkable. Detractors called the wit-
nesses ‘deluded’, ‘lunatics’, or worse. Airships were
“Venus’, ‘balloons’, ‘kites’, the usual standbys.

The author of this present article does not claim to
know what those people saw 90 years ago. One thing is
certain, though. They did see something. 1t may have
been humans flying before it was officially recorded;
pre-Spanish-American War fever; aliens; or the planet

rernaps

with LSD

rvilese S
school and college kid kicks
end the other "mind-

Like pretty well everyone else no doubt, I have seen
exhaustive pieces of research thoroughly debunking every
one of these various cases. But somehow I don’t feel able to
accept that they were all faked by humans. And I note that,
in his latest book DIMENSIONS, Dr. Jacques Vallée still ac-
cepts as genuin the case at t 17T &S CEOY>
Kansas, on & :19 nd I think I am correct in :‘:';:-
ing that Dr®)_Alltn Hynek was also inclined to_accept if-
(Though, as readers may recall, the version given above is
not the full one. For the alien craft was actually reported to
have lassoed and carried off a calf from one of Mr. Hamil-
ton’s paddocks. And that rings a bell, doesn’t it!) All the
same, great effort has gone into proving the Hamilton story
to be a fake. And we can fully appreciate that in 1896 and
1897 many ‘excellent folk’ thought it fully justified to spread
any sort of lie in order to prevent the truth from getting out.
After all, don’t they still do precisely the same in 1989!
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snd weather balloons that

Could these lump; of marsh gas
canse

Lay out a scale-size track or
course and place an animal
native to +the hemisphere on it
and start him running...away he

goes and continues long after
our muscle-bound friend has
stopped. Something must be

lacking in ‘the make-up of our
athlete. Let us try something.

Let us strap a tank of oxygen
on our runner and see vwhat
happens. Away he goes, running

drugs" are a clue to the fact
that the brain needs some out
side help. - You can scare a
stubborn mule into action with
a loud noise (sometimes) but
don't produce that loud noise
by placing a stick of dynamite
under him. Could the LSD be the
stick of dynamite which may
ruin the machine, while the
same and lasting effect could
be obtained by replacing that

planes to scramble every time
they are sighted be the fellowe
who started the experiment, o1
their successors,who are trying
to keep us from finding out? 01
fellowe

are they these same
trying to let us know?
T1ig said by some c¢ontactees

that aliens walk amongst us.
Could it be that these experi-
menters, whoever they are...art
beginning to feel that the ex-
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Colorado’ s UFo of 1861

By ALICE WRIGHT WALLACE
oN A Monday evening, Feb. 14,

1881, residents of Denver
gazed at the sky where,
glowing in ghostly yellow-white
light, was an enormous halo—a
elestial ring with the moon for a
tting.

The Rocky Mountain News re-

rted: ‘‘Encircling the moon, but

veling from its upper edges,
was an immense semi-opaque yel-
low-white circle of immense size
which seemed to overshadow the
whole of the city. Clearly defined
upon this, was observed a double-
crested half moon. From the bos-
om of the yellow-opaque mass,
there at intervals issued bright
floods of light of a pale amber
color, mixed with flashes of blue
argd white. The phenomena lasted
forlover two hours . . . when they
suddenly disappeared, and left the
skxlear and cloudleéss.”

It was an awesome sight. So
much so that a W. H. Lawrence,
408 Larimer St., Denver, appar-
ently found it profitable to print
and sell pictures of the spectacle.
These, as seen here, bore the over-
line ‘‘Colorado’s Valentine,” and

The Denver Post @ May 29,

an underline, ‘“‘Von Keith's Col-
ored Diagram of the Paraselenae
—as seen at Denver, Colo., on
Monday evening, Feb. 14, 1881.”

Apparently the sight was seen
in Colorado Springs, where the
Gazette had an explanation:

‘““The whole phenoménon is due
to minute crystals of ice, such as
constitute the highest clouds, but
which on that cold evening ex-
tended from near the earth’s sur-
face to a considerable height in
the air. These crystals are gen-
erally long six-sided prisms.

The moonlight (was) reﬂected
from these faces. ..”’

Scientists call this a paraselene
(para, alongside or akin to, and
selene, the Greek word for moon).
The plural form is paraselenae.
Webster defines a paraselene as
‘“a luminous appearance seen in
connection with lunar halos.”

From that night (and day) on,
people have continued to see
strange sights in the skies. Some
fly, and are UFOs. Few, however,
could have been as beautiful as
the 1881 Valentine Night show over
Denver. Ray Phielschiefter

Jet-Propelled Bomber-Balloon Studied in 1885

HAT was probably the first jet-

propelled military aircraft was a
balloon thrust by compressed air devel-
oped by Gen. Russell Thayer, a Phila-
delphian, in 1885. A description pub-
lished on June 13 of that year in the
London Graphic, has been unearthed by
the Aeroplane, a British aviation mag-
azine.

General Thayer, working on instruc-
tions from the U. S. Army Ordnance
Board, set out to develop ‘‘a monster
airship, which is likely to be one of the
most destructive implements of battle
known to modern science. It will have
an ascending force of seven tons, will
cost $10,000, and will have a length of 66

feet and a diameter of 6o feet,”
forgotten article states.

Cigar-shaped, pointed at both ends,
the balloon was supposed to move
through the air at a speed of 30 miles an
hour. Motive power was compressed air,
“accumulated by machinery and dis-
charged at the rear end.”

The airship was designed to be steered
in any direction, and ‘‘tons of dynamite
can be dropped as it sails over a fortifi-
cation or a fleet of ships.”

No report of its completion or per-
formance in test flights was given. There
is no record at Army headquarters in
Washington, today, that it was ever
built.

the long-
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‘UFO’ Of\1897

By FRANK MASQUELETTE

HOUSTON (AP) — Yecllowed
newspaper clippings tell of a
series of sightings across Texas
in 1897 of the ‘‘mysterious air-
ship.”

They add up to what might
be called:

The Great Airship Flap of
1897,

Some of the accounts resem-
ble accounts nowadays of Un-
identified Flying Objects.

Consider this report from the
1897 Houston Daily Post:

“Childress, Texas, April 17 —
The much talked-of airship was
seen here last night about 1:16
o‘clock. The Rev. J. W. Smith
was the first to discover the
curious aerial monster,

“He thought at first that it
was a star shooting, but after
watching it a moment or two,
saw that it was not , , .

“It soon disappeared, travel-
ing in a westerly direction. The
Rev. Mr. Smith thinks that it
must have been 2,000 feet high
and traveling very fast.”

Or this one:

“Longview, Texas, April 20
— Last night about 9:30, the
Post correspondent and family,
on returning from church, saw
the so-called airship.

“A bright light, seemingly
about the size of Venus, moved
swiftly to the northwest, disap-
pearing beneath the horizon.

“In a few -opinutes, it reap-
peared . . . The light emitted
a series of intermittent flashes,
of a steel color No car (cabin)

was seen.’
Here's anothcr

“Atlanta, Texas, Apgil 19 —
There was considerable excite-
ment here today, caused by a
visitation last night by the mys-
terious airship.

“It was first seen by Jim Nel-
son, a farmer . . . His atten-
tion was attracted by a peculiar
noise, and, looking up, he dis-
covered the mysterious aerial
traveler.

“It seemed to be descending
straight to the earth with great
rapidity and Mr. Nelson's hair
stood out with fright . . .

‘“But within two or three hun-
dred feet of the earth, it paused
for an instant . . . then moved
off at a rate of speed about
equal to that of an ordinary
passenger train.”’

The Atlanta dispatch says the
airship was seen by other citi-
zens when it sailed over the city
at 5 to 15 miles an hour. Most
described it as cigar-shape, and
same said it had long wings on
either side.

Stories of the Atlanta incident
became succeedingly absurd.
Some viewers claimed to have

alked with the airship’s crew-

fhen. One man Sair Mg pilot
told him, “We will be in Greece
day after tomorrow.”

Another man said he detected
three men passing out
temperance tracts and singing,

‘‘Nearer My

About a week Iater came this
report in the Houston Daily Post -
of April 28, 1897:

‘‘Merkel, Texas, April 26 —
Some parties returning from
church last night noticed a
heavy object dragging along
with a rope attached.

“They followed it wuntil in
crossing the railroad it caught
on a rail. On looking up they
say what they supposed was the
airship.

“It was not near enough to get
an idea of the dimensions. A
light could be seen protruding
from several windows; one
bright light in front like the
headlight of a locomotive.

“After some 10 minutes,
man was seen descending t?
rope; he came near enough to
be plainly seen; he wore a lijt
blue sailor suit, was al]

“He stopped when he discov-
ercd parties at the anchor and
cut the rope below him and
sailed off in the northeast direc-
tion.

“The anchor is now on exhi-
bition at the blacksmith shop of
Elliott & Miller and is attracting i
the attentlon of hundreds of peo- |

ple.”

Another bizarre account was
found in the April 19, 1897, ed:
ition of the Dallas Morning
News:

“Aurora, Wise County, April
17 — About 6 o’clock this morn-
ing the early risers of Aurora
were astonished at the su(ﬁen
appearance of the airship wH,ch
has been sailing throughout the
country . . .

“It sailed directly over dne
public square, and when it
reached the north part of town,
collided with the tower of Judge
Proctor’s windmill and went to
pieces with a terrific explosion,
scattering debris over several
acres of ground, wrecking the
windmill and water tank and
destroying the judge's flower
garden.

“The pilot of the ship is sup-
posed to have been the only one
aboard, and while his remains
are badly disfigured, enough of
the original has been picked up
to show that he was not an in-
habitant of this world.

“Mr. T. J. Weems, the U, S.
Signal Service officer at this
place and an authority on as.
tronomy, gives it as his opinion
that he (the pilot) was a native
of the Planet Mars . . .

“Papers found . . . are written
in some unknown hieroglyphics
. . . This ship was too badly
wrecked to form any conclusion
as to its construction or motive

| power . . .

“The town is full of people to-
day who are viewing the wreck
and gathering specimens of
strange metal from the debris.
The pilot's funeral will take
place at noon tomorrow.”
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MORE TO BE SAID

In  your October 1975 issue you
have a brief article by George
Wagner concerning Matthew Sellers
and “The First Airplane.” Your
readers may be interested in addi-
tional information on Mr. Sellers.

Matthew Bacon Sellers (1869-1932)
recorded his experiments in diaries
(still extant) ;ro* 1889 mrouEh 1309
and in a laboratory daybook from
1903 to 1914. Extant correspondence
covers the years 1899 to 1926 and his
sons have original photographic neg-
atives of Sellers’ designs. As of De-
cember 30, 1973, Sellers’ Kentucky
home —a lavish mansion called
“Blakemore’”’ — and his laboratory
were being considered for restora-
tion as a museum.

Sellers’ most famous’ designs were
called “quadruplanes,” for they had
four wings arranged in a staggered
line front to back and top to botton
(see photo of model). These were
patented in 1907. In 1908 he added a
seven horsepower engine and a
chassis with retracting wheels and
the first flights in this craft were
made on December 28, 1908. He
continued to make improvements

S

o

. REFORT FROM THE READERS

- AERIAL DOGFIGHT

# I have information from Mr. Ed-
ward Peck, an aviation historian of
Jeffersonville, Ind., which leads me
to say unequivocally that George
Wagner's article, “The First Air-
plane” (October 1975 FaATE) is in-
adequately researched.

For the past 10 years Mr. Peck has
.been compiling data- for a book on
Matthew Sellers and is well-informed
concerning the legend that Sellers
flew before the Wright brothers. Mr.
Peck generously allows me to quote
from his letter: i

“I have made innumerable. visits
to Carter County, Ky. during the
past 10 years and I must say that the
popular legends about Sellers which
circulate there are only that — fanci-
ful tales born of ignorance of what
really took place and considerably
embellished in the retelling over the
years. )

“One must remember that the
people of that community are gen-
erally very unsophisticated when it
comes to' interpreting unfamiliar-
technical developments. This was
certainly true of those backwoods
folk around 1897-1911 when an edu-
cated ‘outsider’ setiled among them
to develop his flying machine. Some
of the tales one ere surpass
the wildest excesses of fairy stories!

“Basically I think those people are
honest — but they want so badly to
believe that Sellers flew before the
Wrights that they have unconsciously
transformed wild speculation into
gospel truth. Since 1941 several
newspaper reporters have done
imaginative stories on Sellers, build-
ing their reports on interviews with
equally imaginative citizens of Car-
ter County, most of whom were
small children or not yet born when
the flying events took place. I sup-
pose the flattery of being interviewed
may have caused these persons to
stretch the truth more than a little
and to add their own speculations in
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flew “‘the first airplane”. is in error.
I was led astray by undocumented
claims published as fact by the
Northern Kentucky Historical Soci-
ety in Paul Legwis Atkinson’s book.
Kentucky — La of Legend and
Lore.

I have no refl excuse, however, I
did a lousy Job of research-—al-
though it seemed sufficient at the
time. — George Wagner, Fort Thomas,
Ky.

LD-FAMOUS
ROVP'AORNY GYPSY
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Send $10.00 (no personal
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1 the hope of acqhiring personal publi,

ity. To such minds, once any statg-
ent gets into print it is
ocumented truth.’ Thus they hope

bask in the reflected glory of a
ocal boy’ beating the Wrights! ™
“Fortunately, I have access to Sel-
rs’ own handwritten diaries and
urnals from 1883 through 1914. I
n therefore say with some author}-
that he did not fly with power until
t'ecember 28, 1908. This is verified in
ellers’ own article, ‘The Sellers
Lightplane,’ which appeared in the
hagazine Aviation dated February

hade in his behalf I have addressed

" audiences at the Smithsonian and

elsewhere in an effort to put the
record straight. Sellers was indeed
an important aviation pioneer but the
sensational claims made for him can
only detract from his real and sub-
stantial achievements.”

As to certain other details in Wag-
ner’s story, Mr. Peck further state§:
“Wagner’s short article in FATE is

riddled through and through with er-

rors of fact. The Kentucky village is
named ‘Grahn,’ not ‘Brawn.’ Sellers
was not a local man but a native of
Baltimore. His airplane was not a
monoplane but a quadruplane (fou?-,
winged). Sellers did not ‘devise’ his
engine; it was purchased from
Dutheil-Chalmers in France. Only
the wings and tail surfaces were
covered, not the frame. Sellers did
not take off from ruts in the Erour}d
but from a wooden runway. He did
not continue his flights ‘to 1902 then
fade into obscurity’ He continued
flights at Grahn through 1911 and
elsewhere until 1914 and still later in
1926-1927.”

It seems that Mr. Peck has spokgn
the final word.— Gary S. Mangia-
copra, Milford, Conn.

THE AUTHOR REPLIES: .
Obviously the widespread belief in
Carter County that Matthew Sellers

8, 1927. As for the many wild claims -

R?PORT FROM THE READERS 117

amd tests from 1908 to 1911, obtaining
additional patents. This was the
lightest airplane ever flown and it
required the least power. -

Perhaps the greatest significance
of Sellers’ “staggered quadruplane”
design is that it is inherently stable,
requiring neither tail planes nor oth-
er complicated equipment common
to other planes.

In 1912 Matthew Sellers was ap-

- pointed by President Taft to the

Aerodynamical = Laboratory Com-
mittee for Aeronautics which in time
became the National Advisory Com-
mittee for Aeronautics and more re-
cently, the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA). In
1915, as an authority on aeronautics,
Sellers was appointed to the Naval
Consulting Board which was chaired
by Thomas Alva Edison. Following
World War I, Sellers married and
settled in Ardsley-on-Hudson, N. Y.,
where he continued private aero-
nautical research until his death in
April 1932.

Therefore, it is not quite true that
he “faded into obscurity” as your
author has written. He is not without
honor in the early history of avia-
tion. — Gordon Codding, Kingman,
Ariz. )

CANCER CURE SUPPRESSED?

I believe you will discover, upon
investigation, that Dr. T. H. Moray
of Salt Lake City, Utah, has de- R
veloped and patented a device which
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I have helped many pcople with problems
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have deep faith in what I do. Peopie tell
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your home, 1 will help you. If there is a
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many people all over the world just by
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Don’t live with your problem any longer.
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SEEK THE TRUTH
Inner Vision answers 3 questions. Send $5.00,
birthdate and stamped self-addréssed return
envelope to: ISABEL, P.O. Box 31174, Temple
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; ons Answered.
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THROUGH INTUITION
A detailed record of two of your past
lives, including dates, places of birth, oc-
cupations, love relationships, talents, char-
acter traits, etc. For Reading send $15.00
.00 for cassette recording), plus date
and place of birth and snapshct or small
object handled only by you.
REV. E. HESSEL
P.0. BOX 79, BROOKLYN, NY 11207

PROBLEMS!

problem in your life.

year), and Helen

This world is a glorious place in which to live when you work
WITH life vibrations rather than against them. Y

HELEN FITZSIMMONS helps others solve their problems and
strengthen_every aspect of their lives through the science of
vibration. The numerical value of
is different than any other, and s‘ows you how to solve each

For your own personal life vibration study, send $5.00 with
your full name given at birth, your birth date (month, day and
) R Fitzsimmons will show you how to take the
place in this universe that belongs to you personaily.
HELEN FITZSIMMONS
56772 Kismet Road, Yucca Valley, California 92284
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our name tells a story




